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                                      Studies for making fully devoted followers of Christ                
The Parchments 

Caleb:  A Man Living Outside The Lines 

NUMBERS 13  
 

 

This Week’s Core Competency: 

Personal God: “I believe God is involved in and cares 

about my daily life.”(Psalm 121:1-2) 

 
 

Using This Study 

 EXAMINE His Word 

What does God SAY? Open your time with 
prayer. The words God uses to communicate 
matters, so go back and pay close attention to 
the details that are emphasized or repeated in 
the passage. 
 

 EXPLORE His Word 

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of 
the text helps surface how the details relate to 
the message God wants to communicate. 
 

 EMBRACE His Word 

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God 
by responding to what you discover in His 
word in faith and obedience. 

 

 

 

Guest Speaker: 

 

Dr. Willie J. Bolden 
 
Executive Director of 
Community and Church 
Relations, DTS-Houston 

 
 B.S., Biola University, 
1980; M.A., Talbot Theological Seminary, 1992; 
D. Min. Southwestern Theological Seminary, 
2006. 
 
A graduate of Biola University, Talbot Seminary, 
and Southwestern Theological Seminary with a 
Doctor of Ministry degree in Mission and 
Evangelism, Willie Bolden is an adjunct professor 
at Dallas Christian College and Dallas Seminary.  
After planting two churches in California, Willie 
came to DeSoto, Texas, to found These Are They 
Community Church, where he is now senior 
pastor.  Willie and his wife, Loretta, have seven 
children.  He is also the founder of W.J. Bolden 
Ministries. 
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 EXAMINE His Word             

What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the passage. 
 
 

Read Numbers 13 

Exploring Canaan 
1
 The LORD said to Moses,  

 
2 
“Send some men to explore the land of Canaan, which I am 

giving to the Israelites. From each ancestral tribe send one of 

its leaders.” 
 

3 
So at the LORD’s command Moses sent them out from the 

Desert of Paran. All of them were leaders of the Israelites.  
 

4 
These are their names: from the tribe of Reuben, Shammua 

son of Zakkur; 
 

5 
from the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat son of Hori; 

 

6 
from the tribe of Judah, Caleb son of Jephunneh; 

 

7 
from the tribe of Issachar, Igal son of Joseph; 

 

8 
from the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea son of Nun; 

 

9 
from the tribe of Benjamin, Palti son of Raphu; 

 

10 
from the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel son of Sodi; 

 

11 
from the tribe of Manasseh (a tribe of Joseph), Gaddi son of 

Susi; 
 

12 
from the tribe of Dan, Ammiel son of Gemalli; 

 

13 
from the tribe of Asher, Sethur son of Michael; 

 

14 
from the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi son of Vophsi; 

 

15 
from the tribe of Gad, Geuel son of Maki. 

 

16 
These are the names of the men Moses sent to explore the 

land. (Moses gave Hoshea son of Nun the name Joshua.) 
 

17 
When Moses sent them to explore Canaan, he said, “Go up 

through the Negev and on into the hill country.  

 
18 

See what the land is like and whether the people who live 

there are strong or weak, few or many.  

 
19 

What kind of land do they live in? Is it good or bad? What 

kind of towns do they live in? Are they unwalled or fortified?  

 
20 

How is the soil? Is it fertile or poor? Are there trees in it or 

not? Do your best to bring back some of the fruit of the land.” 

(It was the season for the first ripe grapes.) 
 

21 
So they went up and explored the land from the Desert of Zin 

as far as Rehob, toward Lebo Hamath.  

 
22 

They went up through the Negev and came to Hebron, where 

Ahiman, Sheshai and Talmai, the descendants of Anak, lived. 

(Hebron had been built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) 

 
23 

When they reached the Valley of Eshkol, they cut off a 

branch bearing a single cluster of grapes. Two of them carried 

it on a pole between them, along with some pomegranates and 

figs. 

 
24 

That place was called the Valley of Eshkol because of the 

cluster of grapes the Israelites cut off there. 
 

25 
At the end of forty days they returned from exploring the 

land. 

 

Report on the Exploration 
26 

They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite 

community at Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There they 

reported to them and to the whole assembly and showed them 

the fruit of the land. 
 

27 
They gave Moses this account: “We went into the land to 

which you sent us, and it does flow with milk and honey! Here 

is its fruit. 
 

28 
But the people who live there are powerful, and the cities are 

fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak 

there. 
 

29 
The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and 

Amorites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near 

the sea and along the Jordan.” 
 

30 
Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We 

should go up and take possession of the land, for we can 

certainly do it.” 
 

31 
But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t 

attack those people; they are stronger than we are.”  

 
32 

And they spread among the Israelites a bad report about the 

land they had explored. They said, “The land we explored 

devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of 

great size. 

 
33 

We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come 

from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own 

eyes, and we looked the same to them.” 



  
 

 

EXPLORE His Word          

What does God MEAN? 
 
1. Are we limiting our spiritual power and potential by living our lives within the parameters of our culture or 

the mindset of how we were raised? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. When you are faced with seemingly insurmountable situations, how do you normally respond, with faith or 

fear? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Do you find yourself trusting in the Word of God even though God’s promise has not yet been fulfilled? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. After God set the nation of Israel free from their bondage in Egypt (in the context of our biblical test), what 

motivated them to want to return? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 

5. When the Bible says you can’t put new wine in old wineskins, what do you think it means? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. The Bible says that Caleb had a different spirit, what made him different? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Is it easy or difficult for you to wait on God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8. Is there anyone or anything in your life that is hindering you from following and obeying the will of God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 

 EMBRACE His Word           

Why does this MATTER to me? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summarize your thoughts on the passage: 

 Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sermon Notes



  
 

The purpose of THE PARCHMENTS is to help you develop beliefs, practices, and virtues of a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ called the 30 Core Competencies through your own active reading of 
the Bible. Send any questions and or comments you may have about this lesson to church@clbchouston.org. 

 

30 CORE Competencies          

10 Core Beliefs 

Trinity 2 Corinthians 13:14 
I believe the God of the Bible is the only true God 
- Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Salvation by Grace Ephesians 2:8-9 I believe a person 
comes into a right relationship with God by His 
grace, through faith in Jesus Christ.  
Authority of the Bible 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Personal God Psalm 121:1-2 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my daily 
life. 
Identity in Christ John 1:12 
I believe I am significant because of my position as 
a child of God.  
Church Ephesians 4:15-16 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Humanity John 3:16 
I believe all people are loved by God and need Jesus 
Christ as their Savior.  
Compassion Psalm 82:3-4 
I believe God calls all Christians to show 
compassion to those in need.  
Eternity John 14:1-4 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that Jesus 
Christ is returning to judge the earth and to 
establish His eternal kingdom. 
Stewardship 1 Timothy 6:17-19 
I believe that everything I am or own belongs to 
God. 

10 Core Practices 

Worship Psalm 95:1-7 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
Prayer Psalm 66:16-20 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily life. 
Bible Study Hebrews 4:12 
I read the Bible to know God, the truth, and to find 
direction for my daily life. 
Single-mindedness Matthew 6:33 I focus on God 
and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts Romans 12:4-6 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accomplish God’s 
purposes. 
 

Biblical Community Acts 2:44-47 
I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish 
God's purposes in my life, others' lives, and in the 
world. 
Giving Away My Time Colossians 3:17 
I give away my time to fulfill God's purposes. 
Giving Away My Money 2 Corinthians 8:7 
I give away my money to fulfill God's purposes. 
Giving Away My Faith Ephesians 6:19-20 
I give away my faith to fulfill God's purposes. 
Giving Away My Life Romans 12:1 
I give away my life to fulfill God’s purposes. 
 

10 Core Virtues 

Joy John 15:11 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite of my 
circumstances. 
Peace Philippians 4:6-7 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, me, and others. 
Faithfulness Proverbs 3:3-4 
I demonstrate loyalty in my relationships with others in 
response to God’s loyalty to me. 
Self-Control Titus 2:11-13 
I have the power, through Christ, to control myself. 
Humility Philippians 2:3, 4 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 
Love 1 John 4:10-12 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and forgive 
others. 
Patience Proverbs 14:29 
I endure patiently under the unavoidable pressures of 
life. 
Kindness/Goodness 1 Thess. 5:15 
I choose to do the right things in my relationships with 
others. 
Gentleness Philippians 4:5 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in dealing with 
others. 
Hope Hebrews 6:19-20 
I can cope with the hardships of life and with death 
because of the hope I have in Jesus Christ 


