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Using This Study

O EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

® EXPLORE His Word

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the This week we will look at the second part
text helps surface how the details relate to the of Revelation chapter 2. This section
message God wants to communicate. addresses two more of the churches that John

writes to, Pergamum and Thyatira. Pergamum
is referred to as the city where Satan has his

) throne, yet the church is commended for their
© EMBRACE His Word faith. Thyatira is commended for their

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by continued improvement but warned about
responding to what you discover in His word in tolerating a false prophet. Join us this week as
faith and obedience. we talk about how we can have continued

improvement and overcome the danger of false
teachers.

- And to the angel

“Loving God, [oving peop[e, making quy devoted fo“owers of Christ”



REVELATION 2:12-29 NET

The Message to the Church in Pergamum

12\Write this letter to the angel of the church in Pergamum. This is the message from the one with the
sharp two-edged sword:

13| know that you live in the city where Satan has his throne, yet you have remained loyal to me. You

refused to deny me even when Antipas, my faithful witness, was martyred among you there in Satan’s
city.

14“But | have a few complaints against you. You tolerate some among you whose teaching is like
that of Balaam, who showed Balak how to trip up the people of Israel. He taught them to sin by eating
food offered to idols and by committing sexual sin. 1> In a similar way, you have some Nicolaitans
among you who follow the same teaching. 1® Repent of your sin, or | will come to you suddenly and
fight against them with the sword of my mouth.

17" Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the
churches. To everyone who is victorious | will give some of the manna that has been hidden away in
heaven. And | will give to each one a white stone, and on the stone will be engraved a new name that
no one understands except the one who receives it.

The Message to the Church in Thyatira

18 "Write this letter to the angel of the church in Thyatira. This is the message from the Son of God,
whose eyes are like flames of fire, whose feet are like polished bronze:

19| know all the things you do. | have seen your love, your faith, your service, and your patient
endurance. And | can see your constant improvement in all these things.

20 "Byt | have this complaint against you. You are permitting that woman—that Jezebel who calls

herself a prophet—to lead my servants astray. She teaches them to commit sexual sin and to eat food
offered to idols. 2! | gave her time to repent, but she does not want to turn away from her immorality.

22 “Therefore, | will throw her on a bed of suffering, and those who commit adultery with her will
suffer greatly unless they repent and turn away from her evil deeds. 22| will strike her children dead.
Then all the churches will know that | am the one who searches out the thoughts and intentions of
every person. And | will give to each of you whatever you deserve.

24"Byt | also have a message for the rest of you in Thyatira who have not followed this false
teaching ('deeper truths,” as they call them—depths of Satan, actually). | will ask nothing more of
you 25 except that you hold tightly to what you have until | come. 26 To all who are victorious, who
obey me to the very end,
To them | will give authority over all the nations.
27 They will rule the nations with an iron rod

and smash them like clay pots.



28 They will have the same authority | received from my Father, and | will also give them the morning
star!

29"Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the

churches.

0 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.

Make 10 of your own observations from this passage. Avoid jumping to make interpretive
decisions or drawing applications. Save those for the sections that follow. At this point just observe
this passage and what it says. Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to
you. Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text? Who is involved in the text? There is no right or
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.

1.

10.



® EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?

1. What is the meaning of the two-edged sword?

2. What has Pergamum done wrong?

3. How is the complaint against Pergamum similar to the complaint against Thyatira?

4. What are Pergamum and Thyatira both commended for?

o

Why is false teaching referred to as deeper truths? Why would this be appealing?

6. When will they receive authority over all the nations?



© EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?

7. How can you and our church guard against false teaching and false prophets?

8. The church of Thyatira is commended for constant improvement. How can we maintain
constant improvement in our walk with Christ?

9. What is a key application point that you see in this passage?

10.What do you think is the over arching idea in this passage?



Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Werite about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO...
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