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Using This Study



EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

This week we will look at the crucifixion
of Jesus as it is recorded in Luke 23. Jesus is
lead to Calvary, the place called the skull.
There He is hung on the cross to die. He is
hung between two criminals. The first criminal
challenges Jesus to save Himself and them.
The second criminal acknowledges he is
getting what he deserves but declares Jesus
innocent. Jesus willingly goes to the cross and
even asks God to forgive them because they
don’t know what they are doing. Join us this
week as we talk about how Jesus accomplishes
His work and reveals His character through the
cross.

“Loving God, loving people, making fully devoted followers of Christ”

LUKE 23:26-49 NET

The Crucifixion
26 As they led him away, they seized Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country. They placed

the cross on his back and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A great number of the people followed him, among
them women who were mourning and wailing for him. 28 But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of
Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For this is certain: The days
are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren, the wombs that never bore children, and the breasts that
never nursed!’ 30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us!’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us!’ 31 For
if such things are done when the wood is green, what will happen when it is dry?”
32 Two other criminals were also led away to be executed with him. 33 So when they came to the place that is

called “The Skull,” they crucified him there, along with the criminals, one on his right and one on his
left. 34 [But Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they are doing.”] Then they threw
dice to divide his clothes. 35 The people also stood there watching, but the rulers ridiculed him, saying, “He
saved others. Let him save himself if he is the Christ of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him,
coming up and offering him sour wine, 37 and saying, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There
was also an inscription over him, “This is the king of the Jews.”
39 One of the criminals who was hanging there railed at him, saying, “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself

and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Don’t you fear God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? 41 And we rightly so, for we are getting what we deserve for what we did, but this man has done
nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” 43 And Jesus said to
him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in paradise.”
44 It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon, 45 because the

sun’s light failed. The temple curtain was torn in two. 46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said,
“Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And after he said this he breathed his last.
47 Now when the centurion saw what had happened, he praised God and said, “Certainly this man was

innocent!” 48 And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken place,
returned home beating their breasts. 49 And all those who knew Jesus stood at a distance, and the women who
had followed him from Galilee saw these things.

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the foregoing
passage.

1. Who is involved in the text? Author, audience, main characters.

2. Where and when is this taking place? Geography and timeline.

3. What actions are carried out or commanded? Look for the verbs.

4. Is there anything repeated?

5. What is emphasized?

6. What other areas of Scripture are directly related to this passage that might help us
understand this passage better?

7. Are there things to be noted that are alike or unalike such as similes and metaphors?

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?
8. What does Jesus say in verse 34? What understanding do the people lack?

9. Why did they assume Jesus would save Himself if He could?

10. How does the criminal distinguish between what is happening to him and what is happening to
Jesus?

11. What is the temple curtain that was torn in two? What does this represent?

12. Why would the centurion declare Jesus innocent in verse 47?

13. Why is it important to list some of the people that were at the crucifixion?

 EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?
14. What are some of the primary characteristics displayed by Jesus in this text?

15. The followers that watched the crucifixion must have felt that all hope was lost. What can we
learn from this in regards to our own lives when we feel we are hopeless or in times of
darkness?

16. Should we feel bad that Jesus suffered through the crucifixion or should we rejoice? Why?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO…
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