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                                      Studies for making fully devoted followers of Christ                
The Parchments 

Shaped For Service 

Jeremiah 18 :1 -12  
 

 

This Week’s Core Competency: 

Personal God: “I believe God is involved in and cares 

about my daily life.”(Psalm 121:1-2) 

 
 

Using This Study 

 EXAMINE His Word 

What does God SAY? Open your time with 
prayer. The words God uses to communicate 
matters, so go back and pay close attention to 
the details that are emphasized or repeated in 
the passage. 
 

 EXPLORE His Word 

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of 
the text helps surface how the details relate to 
the message God wants to communicate. 
 

 EMBRACE His Word 

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God 
by responding to what you discover in His 
word in faith and obedience. 

 

 

 

Guest Speaker: 

 

Dr. Willy J. Bolden 
 
Executive Director of 
Community and Church 
Relations, DTS-Houston 

 
 B.S., Biola University, 
1980; M.A., Talbot Theological Seminary, 1992; 
D. Min. Southwestern Theological Seminary, 
2006. 
 
A graduate of Biola University, Talbot Seminary, 
and Southwestern Theological Seminary with a 
Doctor of Ministry degree in Mission and 
Evangelism, Willie Bolden is an adjunct professor 
at Dallas Christian College and Dallas Seminary.  
After planting two churches in California, Willie 
came to DeSoto, Texas, to found These Are They 
Community Church, where he is now senior 
pastor.  Willie and his wife, Loretta, have seven 
children.  He is also the founder of W.J. Bolden 
Ministries. 
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 EXAMINE His Word             

What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the passage. 
 
 

Read Jeremiah 18:1-12  

18 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the 

LORD:  

2 
“Go down to the potter’s house, and there I will 

give you my message.”  

3 
So I went down to the potter’s house, and I saw 

him working at the wheel.  

4 
But the pot he was shaping from the clay was 

marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into 

another pot, shaping it as seemed best to him. 

5 
Then the word of the LORD came to me.  

6 
He said, “Can I not do with you, Israel, as this 

potter does?” declares the LORD. “Like clay in the 

hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, Israel.  

7 
If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom 

is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed,  

 

 

 

8 
and if that nation I warned repents of its evil, then I 

will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had 

planned.  

9 
And if at another time I announce that a nation or 

kingdom is to be built up and planted,  

10 
and if it does evil in my sight and does not obey 

me, then I will reconsider the good I had intended to 

do for it. 

11 
“Now therefore say to the people of Judah and 

those living in Jerusalem, ‘This is what the LORD 

says: Look! I am preparing a disaster for you and 

devising a plan against you. So turn from your evil 

ways, each one of you, and reform your ways and 

your actions.’  

12 
But they will reply, ‘It’s no use. We will continue 

with our own plans; we will all follow the 

stubbornness of our evil hearts.’” 

  

 

 

EXPLORE His Word          

What does God MEAN? 
 
1. When we think about the sovereignty of God, how does this help us determine our general worldview and 

how that also affects how we live our personal lives?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 

2. How can God’s love be seen during times of difficulties and suffering? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Do you see a connection of your personal sin or holiness affecting the church body as a whole? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. To what degree do we trust God when things seem to not go our way? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. How critical is continual repentance or confession in the life of the believer? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. How important is biblical preparation and training before service? 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 

 EMBRACE His Word           

Why does this MATTER to me? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summarize your thoughts on the passage: 

 Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sermon Notes



  
 

The purpose of THE PARCHMENTS is to help you develop beliefs, practices, and virtues of a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ called the 30 Core Competencies through your own active reading of 
the Bible. Send any questions and or comments you may have about this lesson to church@clbchouston.org. 

 

30 CORE Competencies          

10 Core Beliefs 

Trinity 2 Corinthians 13:14 
I believe the God of the Bible is the only true God 
- Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Salvation by Grace Ephesians 2:8-9 I believe a person 
comes into a right relationship with God by His 
grace, through faith in Jesus Christ.  
Authority of the Bible 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Personal God Psalm 121:1-2 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my daily 
life. 
Identity in Christ John 1:12 
I believe I am significant because of my position as 
a child of God.  
Church Ephesians 4:15-16 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Humanity John 3:16 
I believe all people are loved by God and need Jesus 
Christ as their Savior.  
Compassion Psalm 82:3-4 
I believe God calls all Christians to show 
compassion to those in need.  
Eternity John 14:1-4 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that Jesus 
Christ is returning to judge the earth and to 
establish His eternal kingdom. 
Stewardship 1 Timothy 6:17-19 
I believe that everything I am or own belongs to 
God. 

10 Core Practices 

Worship Psalm 95:1-7 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
Prayer Psalm 66:16-20 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily life. 
Bible Study Hebrews 4:12 
I read the Bible to know God, the truth, and to find 
direction for my daily life. 
Single-mindedness Matthew 6:33 I focus on God 
and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts Romans 12:4-6 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accomplish God’s 
purposes. 
 

Biblical Community Acts 2:44-47 
I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish 
God's purposes in my life, others' lives, and in the 
world. 
Giving Away My Time Colossians 3:17 
I give away my time to fulfill God's purposes. 
Giving Away My Money 2 Corinthians 8:7 
I give away my money to fulfill God's purposes. 
Giving Away My Faith Ephesians 6:19-20 
I give away my faith to fulfill God's purposes. 
Giving Away My Life Romans 12:1 
I give away my life to fulfill God’s purposes. 
 

10 Core Virtues 

Joy John 15:11 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite of my 
circumstances. 
Peace Philippians 4:6-7 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, me, and others. 
Faithfulness Proverbs 3:3-4 
I demonstrate loyalty in my relationships with others in 
response to God’s loyalty to me. 
Self-Control Titus 2:11-13 
I have the power, through Christ, to control myself. 
Humility Philippians 2:3, 4 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 
Love 1 John 4:10-12 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and forgive 
others. 
Patience Proverbs 14:29 
I endure patiently under the unavoidable pressures of 
life. 
Kindness/Goodness 1 Thess. 5:15 
I choose to do the right things in my relationships with 
others. 
Gentleness Philippians 4:5 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in dealing with 
others. 
Hope Hebrews 6:19-20 
I can cope with the hardships of life and with death 
because of the hope I have in Jesus Christ 


