
                                                                                                                               

 

“Loving God, loving people, making fully devoted followers of Christ” 

 

                                      Studies for making fully devoted followers of Christ                

The Parchment 
           

 

  

 

 Using This Study 

 

    EXAMINE His Word 

What does God SAY? Open your time with 
prayer. The words God uses to communicate 
matters, so go back and pay close attention to 
the details that are emphasized or repeated in 
the passage. 

 

 EXPLORE His Word 

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the 
text helps surface how the details relate to the 

message God wants to communicate. 

 

 EMBRACE His Word 

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by 
responding to what you discover in His word in 

faith and obedience. 

             

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
This week we will study John Chapter 13.  

Just before the Passover feast Jesus meets 
with His disciples and washes their feet.  While 
some of them are not comfortable with this, 
Jesus insists on humbling Himself and serving 
them by washing their feet.  He even washes 
the feet of Judas, who will betray Him.  Jesus 
does this to be the example of loving sacrificial 
service to others.  This will be the hallmark for 
His disciples.  Join us this week as we talk 
about how we can serve and love others well.  
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JOHN 13   NET 
 

Washing the Disciples’ Feet 

13 Just before the Passover Feast, Jesus knew that his time had come to depart from this world to the 

Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now loved them to the very end. 2 The 

evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s 

son, that he should betray Jesus. 3 Because Jesus knew that the Father had handed all things over to 

him, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4 he got up from the meal, 

removed his outer clothes, took a towel and tied it around himself. 5 He poured water into the 

washbasin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to dry them with the towel he had wrapped 

around himself. 

6 Then he came to Simon Peter. Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 Jesus 

replied, “You do not understand what I am doing now, but you will understand after these 

things.” 8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet!” Jesus replied, “If I do not wash you, you 

have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, wash not only my feet, but also my hands 

and my head!” 10 Jesus replied, “The one who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is 

completely clean. And you disciples are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 (For Jesus knew the one 

who was going to betray him. For this reason he said, “Not every one of you is clean.”) 
12 So when Jesus had washed their feet and put his outer clothing back on, he took his place at the 

table again and said to them, “Do you understand what I have done for you? 13 You call me ‘Teacher’ 

and ‘Lord,’ and do so correctly, for that is what I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 

your feet, you too ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an example—you should 

do just as I have done for you. 16 I tell you the solemn truth, the slave is not greater than his master, 

nor is the one who is sent as a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If you 

understand these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 

The Announcement of Jesus’ Betrayal 

18 “What I am saying does not refer to all of you. I know the ones I have chosen. But this is to fulfill 

the scripture, ‘The one who eats my bread has turned against me.’ 19 I am telling you this 

now, before it happens, so that when it happens you may believe that I am he. 20 I tell you the solemn 

truth, whoever accepts the one I send accepts me, and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent 

me.” 
21 When he had said these things, Jesus was greatly distressed in spirit, and testified, “I tell you the 

solemn truth, one of you will betray me.” 22 The disciples began to look at one another, worried and 

perplexed to know which of them he was talking about. 23 One of his disciples, the one Jesus 

loved, was at the table to the right of Jesus in a place of honor. 24 So Simon Peter gestured to this 

disciple to ask Jesus who it was he was referring to. 25 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved leaned 

back against Jesus’ chest and asked him, “Lord, who is it?” 26 Jesus replied, “It is the one to whom I will 

give this piece of bread after I have dipped it in the dish.” Then he dipped the piece of bread in the 

dish and gave it to Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son. 27 And after Judas took the piece of bread, Satan 



 

 

 

entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are about to do, do quickly.” 28 (Now none of those 

present at the table understood why Jesus said this to Judas. 29 Some thought that, because Judas had 

the money box, Jesus was telling him to buy whatever they needed for the feast, or to give something 

to the poor.) 30 Judas took the piece of bread and went out immediately. (Now it was night.) 

The Prediction of Peter’s Denial 

31 When Judas had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is glorified in 

him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and he will glorify him right 

away. 33 Children, I am still with you for a little while. You will look for me, and just as I said to the 

Jewish religious leaders, ‘Where I am going you cannot come,’ now I tell you the same. 
34 “I give you a new commandment—to love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also are to 

love one another. 35 Everyone will know by this that you are my disciples—if you have love for one 

another.” 
36 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, where are you going?” Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you 

cannot follow me now, but you will follow later.” 37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can’t I follow you 

now? I will lay down my life for you!” 38 Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? I tell you 

the solemn truth, the rooster will not crow until you have denied me three times! 

 

 

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation) 

What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.   

 
Make 10 of your own observations from this passage.  Avoid jumping to make interpretive 

decisions or drawing applications.  Save those for the sections that follow.  At this point just observe 
this passage and what it says.  Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to 
you.  Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text?  Who is involved in the text?  There is no right or 
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.   

 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 
 
4. 
 
 
5. 
 
 
6. 
 
 



 

 

 

7. 
 
 
8. 
 
 
9. 
 
 
10. 
 
 
 

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation)  (For Community Group discussion) 
What does God MEAN?  
 

1. Looking at the first 5 verses, why did Jesus wash the disciples feet?  

 

 

 

 

 

2. Why does Peter object to Jesus washing his feet?    

 

 

 
 
 
3. What is the example that Jesus provides?   

 

 

 

 

 

4.  What does it mean when it says Satan entered into Judas?   

 

 

 

 

 

5. Describe how we are to love others according to verse 34?   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

6. What is the key characteristic of a disciple of Jesus?  

 

 

 

 

 

7. Where do you think Peter thought Jesus was going that they could not go?  

  

 

 

 

  EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion) 

 Why does this MATTER to me?  

 

 

8. How can we as a church serve others well?  How can you as an individual serve others well?  

Give some examples.      

 

 

 

 

 

9. In our lives what is the correlation between serving and loving?  

 

 

 

 

 

10. What is the main idea that Jesus is trying to teach His disciples?     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Summarize your thoughts on the passage  

 Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO… 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

 


