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This Week’s Core
Competency:
Compassion - I believe God calls all
Christians to show compassion to those
in need.
Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless;
maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed.
Rescue the weak and needy; deliver them from
the hand of the wicked. (Psalm 82:3-4 NIV).

Using This Study
 EXAMINE His Word
What does God SAY? Open your time
with prayer. The words God uses to
communicate matters, so go back and
pay close attention to the details that are
emphasized or repeated in the passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking
questions of the text helps surface how
the details relate to the message God
wants to communicate.

 EXPAND His Word
How does this FIT? Studying cross
references can help expand your
understanding of a passage and discover
the unity in God’s word.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace
God by responding to what you
discover in His word in faith and
obedience.

RUTH 2
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Introduction
Several years ago in an interview during his battle with
cancer, theologian Francis Schaeffer said, ‚The only way to be
foolishly happy in this world is to be young enough, well
enough, and have money enough—and not give a care about
other people. But as soon as you don’t have any of the first
three, or if you have compassion for the weeping world
around you, then it is impossible to have the foolish kind of
happiness that I believe some Christians present as
Christianity.‛
If you are ‚slow of thought,‛ like some of us are, it will
take you awhile to digest what Schaeffer was saying there –
that modern-day Christians are living like fools: selfishly and
uncompassionatly.
What is our greatest need in life? Is it to be happy? We
may long for a change in our circumstances, and sometimes
that’s what we get. But a changed life is our deepest need.
Changed circumstances may make us happier, but a changed
life will make us better, for it will make us like Christ.

This Week
We have seen, previously, how Ruth dedicated herself to
her widowed mother-in-law, Naomi. This week in Ruth,
Chapter 2, a new person enters the scene. We can probably
all remember some person or persons who entered some
scene of our lives with loving-kindness and compassion –
someone who had pity or stood up for us when we were
down and out. For Ruth, that person was Boaz. Ruth was
working hard in the fields in a foreign land and was maybe
wondering what she had gotten herself into, and in steps
Boaz, who treats her with unquestionable compassion.
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 EXAMINE His Word
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the passage.

Ruth 2
1 Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s side
named Boaz. He was a prominent man of noble
character from Elimelech’s family.
2 Ruth the Moabitess asked Naomi, ‚Will you let me
go into the fields and gather fallen grain behind
someone who allows me to?‛ Naomi answered her,
‚Go ahead, my daughter.‛
3 So Ruth left and entered the field to gather grain
behind the harvesters. She happened to be in the
portion of land belonging to Boaz, who was from
Elimelech’s family.
4 Later, when Boaz arrived from Bethlehem, he said to
the harvesters, ‚The Lord be with you.‛ ‚The Lord
bless you,‛ they replied.
5 Boaz asked his servant who was in charge of the
harvesters, ‚Whose young woman is this?‛
6 The servant answered, ‚She is the young Moabite
woman who returned with Naomi from the land of
Moab.
7 She asked, ‘Will you let me gather fallen grain among
the bundles behind the harvesters?’ She came and has
remained from early morning until now, except that
she rested a little in the shelter.‛
8 Then Boaz said to Ruth, ‚Listen, my daughter. Don’t
go and gather grain in another field, and don’t leave
this one, but stay here close to my female servants.
9 See which field they are harvesting, and follow them.
Haven’t I ordered the young men not to touch you?
When you are thirsty, go and drink from the jars the
young men have filled.‛
10 She bowed with her face to the ground and said to
him, ‚Why are you so kind to notice me, although I am
a foreigner?‛
11 Boaz answered her, ‚Everything you have done for
your mother-in-law since your husband’s death has
been fully reported to me: how you left your father and
mother and the land of your birth, and how you came
to a people you didn’t previously know.
12 May the Lord reward you for what you have done,
and may you receive a full reward from the Lord God
of Israel, under whose wings you have come for

refuge.‛
13 ‚My lord,‛ she said, ‚you have been so kind to me,
for you have comforted and encouraged your slave,
although I am not like one of your female servants.‛
14 At mealtime Boaz told her, ‚Come over here and
have some bread and dip it in the vinegar sauce.‛ So she
sat beside the harvesters, and he offered her roasted
grain. She ate and was satisfied and had some left over.
15 When she got up to gather grain, Boaz ordered his
young men, ‚Let her even gather grain among the
bundles, and don’t humiliate her.
16 Pull out some stalks from the bundles for her and
leave them for her to gather. Don’t rebuke her.‛
17 So Ruth gathered grain in the field until evening.
She beat out what she had gathered, and it was about 26
quarts of barley.
18 She picked up the grain and went into the town,
where her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned.
Then she brought out what she had left over from her
meal and gave it to her.
19 Then her mother-in-law said to her, ‚Where did you
gather barley today, and where did you work? May the
Lord bless the man who noticed you.‛ Ruth told her
mother-in-law about the men she had worked with and
said, ‚The name of the man I worked with today is
Boaz.‛
20 Then Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, ‚May he
be blessed by the Lord, who has not forsaken his
kindness to the living or the dead.‛ Naomi continued,
‚The man is a close relative. He is one of our family
redeemers.‛
21 Ruth the Moabitess said, ‚He also told me, ‘Stay
with my young men until they have finished all of my
harvest.’‛
22 So Naomi said to her daughter-in-law Ruth, ‚My
daughter, it is good for you to work with his female
servants, so that nothing will happen to you in another
field.‛
23 Ruth stayed close to Boaz’s female servants and
gathered grain until the barley and the wheat harvests
were finished. And she lived with her mother-in-law.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN?
1. In Chapter 2, verse 3, how would you explain: ‚. . . and she happened to come to the portion
of the field belonging to Boaz . . .?‛

2. What are some of the things verse 12 is telling us?

3. In verse 12, did you notice that 2 different names are used of God? What does it mean when
the word LORD is in all capital letters in our English Bibles?

4. What does Naomi mean in verse 20 when she says: ‚. . . The Lord has not stopped showing
his kindness to the living and the dead . . ?‛

 EXPAND His Word
How does this FIT?
5. Compare ‚glean‛ in verse 3 to the Old Testament law in Deuteronomy 24:19-22. Briefly
describe what it meant to ‚glean.‛

6. Boaz was wealthy (vs.1). The New Testament also has instructions for the wealthy. What does
it say regarding them in 1 Timothy 6:17-19?

7. In verse 20 Naomi states that Boaz is ‚. . . one of our closest relatives.‛ The significance of
this is explained in Leviticus 25:25. What does that verse say?

8. In verse 20, the New International Version of the Bible, renders ‚closest relative‛ (the Hebrew
word: ‚goel‛) as ‚kinsman-redeemer,‛ in keeping with Leviticus 25. Who is referred to in 1
Peter 1:18-19 and how is redemption accomplished according to that passage?

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does this MATTER to me?
9. In regard to gleaning, do you make provision for ‚left-overs,‛ or, do you consume everything
yourself? Discuss.

10. Boaz was a good employer and Ruth was a good employee. What are some of their qualities,
based upon your situation, which you can embrace?

11. God is naturally ‚expressed‛ in this passage. Do you do that in your conversations? Discuss.

Summarize your thoughts on the passage:
Write about what God wants you to KNOW…

Write about how God wants you to FEEL…

Write about what God wants you to DO…

Sermon Notes:

30 CORE Competencies
10 Core Beliefs
Trinity 2 Corinthians 13:14
I believe the God of the Bible is the only true
God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Salvation by Grace Ephesians 2:8-9 I believe a
person comes into a right relationship with God
by His grace, through faith in Jesus Christ.
Authority of the Bible 2 Timothy 3:16-17
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has
the right to command my belief and action.
Personal God Psalm 121:1-2
I believe God is involved in and cares about my
daily life.
Identity in Christ John 1:12
I believe I am significant because of my position
as a child of God.
Church Ephesians 4:15-16
I believe the church is God's primary way to
accomplish His purposes on earth today.
Humanity John 3:16
I believe all people are loved by God and need
Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Compassion Psalm 82:3-4
I believe God calls all Christians to show
compassion to those in need.
Eternity John 14:1-4
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth and
to establish His eternal kingdom.
Stewardship 1 Timothy 6:17-19
I believe that everything I am or own belongs to
God.

10 Core Practices

Worship Psalm 95:1-7
I worship God for who He is and what He has
done for me.
Prayer Psalm 66:16-20
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request
before Him and to find direction for my daily
life.
Bible Study Hebrews 4:12
I read the Bible to know God, the truth, and to
find direction for my daily life.
Single-mindedness Matthew 6:33 I focus on God
and His priorities for my life.
Spiritual Gifts Romans 12:4-6
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accomplish
God’s purposes.

Biblical Community Acts 2:44-47
I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish
God's purposes in my life, others' lives, and in the
world.
Giving Away My Time Colossians 3:17
I give away my time to fulfill God's purposes.
Giving Away My Money 2 Corinthians 8:7
I give away my money to fulfill God's purposes.
Giving Away My Faith Ephesians 6:19-20
I give away my faith to fulfill God's purposes.
Giving Away My Life Romans 12:1
I give away my life to fulfill God’s purposes.

10 Core Virtues
Joy John 15:11
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite of
my
circumstances.
Peace Philippians 4:6-7
I am free from anxiety because things are right
between God, me, and others.
Faithfulness Proverbs 3:3-4
I demonstrate loyalty in my relationships with
others in response to God’s loyalty to me.
Self-Control Titus 2:11-13
I have the power, through Christ, to control
myself.
Humility Philippians 2:3, 4
I choose to esteem others above myself.
Love 1 John 4:10-12
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and forgive
others.
Patience Proverbs 14:29
I endure patiently under the unavoidable pressures
of life.
Kindness/Goodness 1 Thess. 5:15
I choose to do the right things in my relationships
with others.
Gentleness Philippians 4:5
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in dealing
with others.
Hope Hebrews 6:19-20
I can cope with the hardships of life and with death
because of the hope I have in Jesus Christ

The purpose of THE PARCHMENTS is to help you develop beliefs, practices, and virtues of a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ called the 30 Core Competencies through
your own active reading of the Bible. Send any questions and or comments you may have about this lesson to church@clbchouston.org.

