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Ephesians 2:1-10

Using This Study
 EXAMINE His Word
What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of
the text helps surface how the details relate to
the message God wants to communicate.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God
by responding to what you discover in His
word in faith and obedience.

And his family……
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Welcome our new pastor,
Kirk Gambrell
Our speaker today and
continuing forward is our
new pastor, Kirk Gambrell.
He comes to us from
Camp of the Woods, a
Christian resort and retreat
center in upstate New
York. Kirk served there the
past three years as the Director of Staff
Ministries and the LIFT Associate Director, a
discipleship program held at the camp during
spring and fall semesters. LIFT stands for
Leaders in Further Training.
Kirk holds a Th.M. in pastoral ministries
from Dallas Theological Seminary. Prior to
moving to New York, he served in church
ministry for eight years as a Family Pastor and
before that as a Children’s Pastor. Kirk and his
wife, Laura, met while attending Texas A&M
University. Laura has served alongside Kirk in
each of his ministry positions, teaching
women’s Bible study, leading children’s
worship, and most recently, mentoring the
young women in the LIFT program. Kirk and
Laura have been married for 15 years and
have two boys, Spencer (13) and Sean (11).
They enjoy spending time in the outdoors,
playing Settlers of Catan, and watching Aggie
football. Please be sure to take the opportunity
to give them a very warm welcome.
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 EXAMINE His Word
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the passage.
Read Ephesians 2:1-10
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As for you, you were dead in your transgressions
and sins,
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in which you used to live when you followed the
ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom
of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who
are disobedient.

And God raised us up with Christ and seated us
with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus,
in order that in the coming ages he might show the
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his
kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
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All of us also lived among them at one time,
gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by
nature deserving of wrath.
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But because of his great love for us, God, who is
rich in mercy,

For it is by grace you have been saved, through
faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift
of God—
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not by works, so that no one can boast.
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For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do.

5

made us alive with Christ even when we were dead
in transgressions—it is by grace you have been
saved.

EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN?
1. According to verse 10 why are we created?

2. Do we have to be good enough (righteous) to do the works God created for us? See vv. 8 & 9 that
preceded talking about the good works that we are created for. Also consider how we might be
the most effective.

3. Why does God prepare work for us?

4. What are some of the “works” that God has prepared for you?

5. Do you ever feel inadequate (lacking skill set) to do the “work” that you are called to do?

6. If God has called you to do work that He specifically prepared for you, is it possible for you to be
unqualified?

7. How should we find the “work” that God has for us?

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does this MATTER to me?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage:
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO…
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