The Parchments
Studies for making fully devoted followers of Christ

Do You Love Me More Than These?

December 30, 2012

Core Competency:
I Give Away My Life- I give away my
life to fulfill God’s purposes.

Therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, I
urge you to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is
your spiritual worship. (Romans 12:1)

Using This Study
 EXAMINE His Word
What does God SAY? The
words
God
uses
to
communicate really matter, so
pay close attention to the details
emphasized or repeated in the
passage.
 DISCOVER His Word
What does God MEAN?
Answer the questions and then
bring to your COMMUNITY
GROUP to discover and discuss
with others.
 LIVE His Word
How does this truth FIT?
God’s word is lived in real life
so engage with truth in your
LIFEGROUP.
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Introduction
The folklore surrounding Poland’s famous concert pianist and
prime minister, Ignace Paderewski, includes this story:
A mother, wishing to encourage her young son’s progress at the piano,
bought tickets for a Paderewski performance. When the night arrived, they
found their seats near the front of the concert hall and eyed the majestic
Steinway waiting on stage.
Soon the mother found a friend to talk to, and the boy slipped away. When
eight o’clock arrived, the spotlights came on, the audience quieted, and only
then did they notice the boy up on the bench, innocently picking out
“Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star.”
His mother gasped, but before she could retrieve her son, the master
appeared on the stage and quickly moved to the keyboard.
“Don’t quit—keep playing,” he whispered to the boy. Leaning over,
Paderewski reached down with his left hand and began filling in a bass
part. Soon his right arm reached around the other side, encircling the child,
to add a running obbligato. Together, the old master and the young novice
held the crowd mesmerized.
In our lives, unpolished though we may be, it is the Master who
surrounds us and whispers in our ear, time and again, “Don’t quit—
keep playing.” And as we do, he augments and supplements until a
work of amazing beauty is created.

This Week
After a major spiritual defeat, Peter returns to his occupation as
a fisherman. In spite of this, Peter is restored to fellowship and
mission by the Lord in John 21. It is interesting that Jesus never
condones Peter’s lapse in commitment. Instead, Jesus meets Peter
at his lowest moment and then calls him to continue forward in
light of his failure.
Failing the Lord as a result of resting in our own strength or
commitment has a way of humbling God’s children. It serves as a
reminder that our service for the Lord is directly related to our love
for Him. Thankfully, Jesus tells us, “Don’t quit—keep playing.”
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 EXAMINE His Word
What does God SAY? The words God uses to communicate really matter, so pay close attention to the
details emphasized or repeated in the passage:

Read John 21:15-25

15 When they had eaten breakfast, Jesus asked
Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me
more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said to Him, “You
know that I love You.” “Feed My lambs,” He told him.
16 A second time He asked him, “Simon, son of
John, do you love Me?” “Yes, Lord,” he said to Him,
“You know that I love You.” “Shepherd My sheep,”
He told him.
17 He asked him the third time, “Simon, son of
John, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved that He
asked him the third time, “Do you love Me?” He said,
“Lord, You know everything! You know that I love
You.” “Feed My sheep,” Jesus said.
18 “I assure you: When you were young, you would
tie your belt and walk wherever you wanted. But when
you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and
someone else will tie you and carry you where you
don’t want to go.”
19 He said this to signify by what kind of death he
would glorify God. After saying this, He told him,
“Follow Me!”

20 So Peter turned around and saw the disciple
Jesus loved following them. That disciple was the one
who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and
asked, “Lord, who is the one that’s going to betray
You?”
21 When Peter saw him, he said to Jesus, “Lord—
what about him?”
22 “If I want him to remain until I come,” Jesus
answered, “what is that to you? As for you, follow
Me.”
23 So this report spread to the brothers that this
disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not tell him that
he would not die, but, “If I want him to remain until I
come, what is that to you?”
24 This is the disciple who testifies to these things
and who wrote them down. We know that his
testimony is true.
25 And there are also many other things that Jesus
did, which, if they were written one by one, I suppose
not even the world itself could contain the books that
would be written.

DISCOVER His Word
What does God MEAN? Answer the following questions and then bring to your COMMUNITY
GROUP to discover and discuss with others.
1. In the presence of Peter's colleagues, Jesus three times asked Peter if he loved Him. Why do you think He
did this?

2. Explain in your own words the three-fold commission Jesus gave Peter in response to his three-fold
declaration of love.

3. Why do you suppose Peter kept answering "You know that..." (21:15-18)?

4. Why was love for Jesus an essential requirement for this job?

5. Explain in your own words the related essential qualification for Peter's job (21:19, 22).

6. What does Jesus' rebuke to Peter (v. 22) reveal about the danger of comparing ourselves with other
Christians?

Sermon Notes:

LIVE His Word
How does this truth FIT? God’s word is lived in real life so engage with truth in your LIFEGROUP.
How are Jesus' instructions to you like and unlike those He gave Peter? How well are you fulfilling your
instructions? How could you improve?
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30 CORE Competencies
10 Core Beliefs
Trinity 2 Corinthians 13:14
I believe the God of the Bible is the only true
God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Salvation by Grace Ephesians 2:8-9 I believe a
person comes into a right relationship with
God by His grace, through faith in Jesus
Christ.
Authority of the Bible 2 Timothy 3:16-17
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and
has the right to command my belief and
action.
Personal God Psalm 121:1-2
I believe God is involved in and cares about my
daily life.
Identity in Christ John 1:12
I believe I am significant because of my
position as a child of God.
Church Ephesians 4:15-16
I believe the church is God's primary way to
accomplish His purposes on earth today.
Humanity John 3:16
I believe all people are loved by God and need
Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Compassion Psalm 82:3-4
I believe God calls all Christians to show
compassion to those in need.
Eternity John 14:1-4
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth
and to establish His eternal kingdom.
Stewardship 1 Timothy 6:17-19
I believe that everything I am or own belongs
to God.

10 Core Practices
Worship Psalm 95:1-7
I worship God for who He is and what He
has done for me.
Prayer Psalm 66:16-20
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request
before Him and to find direction for my daily
life.
Bible Study Hebrews 4:12
I read the Bible to know God, the truth, and
to find direction for my daily life.
Single-mindedness Matthew 6:33 I focus on
God and His priorities for my life.

Spiritual Gifts Romans 12:4-6
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accomplish
God’s purposes.
Biblical Community Acts 2:44-47
I live life with other Christians to accomplish
God's purposes in the world.
Giving Away My Time Colossians 3:17
I give away my time to fulfill God's purposes.
Giving Away My Money 2 Corinthians 8:7
I give away God’s money to fulfill God's
purposes.
Giving Away My Faith Ephesians 6:19-20
I give away my faith to fulfill God's purposes.
Giving Away My Life Romans 12:1
I give away my life to fulfill God’s purposes.

10 Core Virtues
Joy 1 Peter 1:8-9
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite
of my circumstances.
Peace Philippians 4:6-7
I am free from anxiety because things are right
between God, me, and others.
Faithfulness Proverbs 3:3-4
I demonstrate loyalty in my relationships with
others in response to God’s loyalty to me.
Self-Control Titus 2:11-13
I have the power, through Christ, to control
myself.
Humility Philippians 2:3, 4
I choose to esteem others above myself.
Love 1 John 4:10-12
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and
forgive others.
Patience Proverbs 14:29
I endure patiently under the unavoidable
pressures of life.
Kindness/Goodness 1 Thess. 5:15
I choose to do the right things in my
relationships with others.
Gentleness Philippians 4:5
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in dealing
with others.
Hope Hebrews 6:19-20
I can cope with the hardships of life and with
death because of the hope I have in Jesus Christ
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