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                                      Studies for making fully devoted followers of Christ                

The Parchments 
God’s People and the Wisdom of This Age 

I  CORINTHIANS 2

Week’s Core Competency: 

Trinity: I believe the God of the Bible is the 

only true God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
2Co 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. Amen.  

 

Using This Study 

� EXAMINE His Word 
What does God SAY? Open your time with 
prayer. The words God uses to communicate 
matters, so go back and pay close attention to 
the details that are emphasized or repeated in 
the passage. 

� EXPLORE His Word 
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of 
the text helps surface how the details relate to 
the message God wants to communicate. 

� EMBRACE His Word 
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God 
by responding to what you discover in His 
word in faith and obedience. 

   
 

Introduction 
 
When I was in Edinburgh, Scotland, I visited the tomb of John Knox, 

the great Protestant reformer who made Scotland "Presbyterian." His burial 
place is marked by a small plaque that is now on the pavement of the 
parking lot behind his church, St. Giles Cathedral. A car was parked over 
it, and I had difficulty finding it. It is ironic that Knox's grave is in a 
parking lot covered by automobiles that occasionally drip oil on it, whereas 
John Lennon's grave is beautifully preserved in Westminster Cathedral.  
 
This quote from Dr. Constable reflects the difference in the 

world’s priorities and those of spiritual people. John Lennon 
certainly was a very gifted and talented song writer and musician.  
But the world puts less value on a teacher of God’s spiritual 
wisdom. 
   
Consider the following quote from Plato that reflects man’s 

pursuit of wisdom. 
 
“We must lay hold of the best human opinion in order that, 

borne by it as on a raft, we may sail over the dangerous sea of 
life, unless we can find a stronger boat, or some word of God 
which will more surely and safely carry us.” 
 
Thought the world does value wisdom, it is “the best human 

opinion” that is valued.  A sure word of God has come to us, but 
the world doesn’t want God’s wisdom.    
 
 
 
 

This Week 
 
Do you long to know God more?  Do you want to have a close relationship with Him?  This week tell Him that 

as often as you think about it.  You may want to sit in quiet with Him and read this passage several times.  Pause 
and ask Him about things you don’t understand.  Agree with Him about things that you do understand.  Ask Him 
to make your relationship with Him more real.  One thing you can know for sure, He wants to be close to you!  He 
is always there for us, yet we are not always available to be close to Him. 
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� EXAMINE His Word             

What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the passage.

Read 1 Corinthians 2:1-16
1Co 2:1  And I, brethren, when I came to you, did 

not come with excellence of speech or of 

wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God.  

1Co 2:2  For I determined not to know anything 

among you except Jesus Christ and Him 

crucified.  

1Co 2:3  I was with you in weakness, in fear, and in 

much trembling.  

1Co 2:4  And my speech and my preaching were not 

with persuasive words of human wisdom, but in 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power,  

1Co 2:5  that your faith should not be in the wisdom 

of men but in the power of God.  

1Co 2:6  However, we speak wisdom among those 

who are mature, yet not the wisdom of this age, 

nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to 

nothing.  

1Co 2:7  But we speak the wisdom of God in a 

mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained 

before the ages for our glory,  

1Co 2:8  which none of the rulers of this age knew; 

for had they known, they would not have 

crucified the Lord of glory.  

1Co 2:9  But as it is written: "EYE HAS NOT 

SEEN, NOR EAR HEARD, NOR HAVE 

ENTERED INTO THE HEART OF MAN THE 

THINGS WHICH GOD HAS PREPARED FOR 

THOSE WHO LOVE HIM."  

1Co 2:10  But God has revealed them to us through 

His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, 

the deep things of God.  

1Co 2:11  For what man knows the things of a man 

except the spirit of the man which is in him? 

Even so no one knows the things of God except 

the Spirit of God.  

1Co 2:12  Now we have received, not the spirit of 

the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that 

we might know the things that have been freely 

given to us by God.  

1Co 2:13  These things we also speak, not in words 

which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy 

Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with 

spiritual.  

1Co 2:14  But the natural man does not receive the 

things of the Spirit of God, for they are 

foolishness to him; nor can he know them, 

because they are spiritually discerned.  

1Co 2:15  But he who is spiritual judges all things, 

yet he himself is rightly judged by no one.  

1Co 2:16  For "WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND 

OF THE LORD THAT HE MAY INSTRUCT 

HIM?" But we have the mind of Christ.  

�EXPLORE His Word          

What does God MEAN? 
 
 
1. Verses 6 through 8 refer to the “wisdom of this age.” What are some examples of the world’s wisdom that 
were being promoted in Paul’s time? What about examples of the world’s wisdom that are being promoted 
now in these times of the 22nd century?  List several.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

 

2. What is the wisdom of God that Paul is referring to in these verses? 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What implications does verse 14 have for us in terms of evangelism?  How does this affect our approach to 
evangelism? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Philippians 2:5 states Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.  What bearing does this have on 2:16 

But we have the mind of Christ.  What is our part to “have the mind of Christ”? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

� EMBRACE His Word           

Why does this MATTER to me? 

Summarize your thoughts on the passage: 
 Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO… 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sermon Notes



  
 

The purpose of THE PARCHMENTS is to help you develop beliefs, practices, and virtues of a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ called the 30 Core Competencies through your own active reading of 
the Bible. Send any questions and or comments you may have about this lesson to church@clbchouston.org. 

 

30 CORE Competencies          

10 Core Beliefs 
Trinity 2 Corinthians 13:14 
I believe the God of the Bible is the only true God 
- Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Salvation by Grace Ephesians 2:8-9 I believe a person 
comes into a right relationship with God by His 
grace, through faith in Jesus Christ.  
Authority of the Bible 2 Timothy 3:16-17 
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and has 
the right to command my belief and action. 
Personal God Psalm 121:1-2 
I believe God is involved in and cares about my daily 
life. 
Identity in Christ John 1:12 
I believe I am significant because of my position as 
a child of God.  
Church Ephesians 4:15-16 
I believe the church is God's primary way to 
accomplish His purposes on earth today. 
Humanity John 3:16 
I believe all people are loved by God and need Jesus 
Christ as their Savior.  
Compassion Psalm 82:3-4 
I believe God calls all Christians to show 
compassion to those in need.  
Eternity John 14:1-4 
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that Jesus 
Christ is returning to judge the earth and to 
establish His eternal kingdom. 
Stewardship 1 Timothy 6:17-19 
I believe that everything I am or own belongs to 
God. 

10 Core Practices 
Worship Psalm 95:1-7 
I worship God for who He is and what He has 
done for me. 
Prayer Psalm 66:16-20 
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request 
before Him and to find direction for my daily life. 
Bible Study Hebrews 4:12 
I read the Bible to know God, the truth, and to find 
direction for my daily life. 
Single-mindedness Matthew 6:33 I focus on God 
and His priorities for my life. 
Spiritual Gifts Romans 12:4-6 
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accomplish God’s 
purposes. 

Biblical Community Acts 2:44-47 
I fellowship with other Christians to accomplish 
God's purposes in my life, others' lives, and in the 
world. 
Giving Away My Time Colossians 3:17 
I give away my time to fulfill God's purposes. 
Giving Away My Money 2 Corinthians 8:7 
I give away my money to fulfill God's purposes. 
Giving Away My Faith Ephesians 6:19-20 
I give away my faith to fulfill God's purposes. 
Giving Away My Life Romans 12:1 
I give away my life to fulfill God’s purposes. 
 

10 Core Virtues 
Joy John 15:11 
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite of my 
circumstances. 
Peace Philippians 4:6-7 
I am free from anxiety because things are right 
between God, me, and others. 
Faithfulness Proverbs 3:3-4 
I demonstrate loyalty in my relationships with others in 
response to God’s loyalty to me. 
Self-Control Titus 2:11-13 
I have the power, through Christ, to control myself. 
Humility Philippians 2:3, 4 
I choose to esteem others above myself. 
Love 1 John 4:10-12 
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and forgive 
others. 
Patience Proverbs 14:29 
I endure patiently under the unavoidable pressures of 
life. 
Kindness/Goodness 1 Thess. 5:15 
I choose to do the right things in my relationships with 
others. 
Gentleness Philippians 4:5 
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in dealing with 
others. 
Hope Hebrews 6:19-20 
I can cope with the hardships of life and with death 
because of the hope I have in Jesus Christ 


