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Core Competency
Self-Control- I have the power, through
Christ, to control myself.
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing
salvation to all men, instructing us to deny
ungodliness and worldly desires and to live
sensibly, righteously and godly in the present
age, looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God and
Savior, Christ Jesus, (Titus 2:11–13)
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Introduction
Daniel is portrayed as a distinctly committed and humble man.
Though he rose to the highest governmental rank, and was familiar
with several world rulers, Daniel maintained his daily walk with
God. His character is mentioned several times by Ezekiel, a
contemporary of his, who compared Daniel’s righteousness to
Noah’s and Job’s (cf. Ezek. 14:14, 20). Daniel was set up by Ezekiel
as the standard against which to measure wisdom (28:3).

Using This Study
 EXAMINE His Word
What does God SAY? The
words
God
uses
to
communicate really matter, so
pay close attention to the details
emphasized or repeated in the
passage.
 DISCOVER His Word
What does God MEAN?
Answer the questions and then
bring to your COMMUNITY
GROUP to discover and discuss
with others.
 LIVE His Word
How does this truth FIT?
God’s word is lived in real life
so engage with truth in your
LIFEGROUP.

This Week
When jealous enemies tried to set Daniel aside from his
administrative posts, they could find no areas of weakness except
that he was faithful to God. Their attempt to turn Daniel’s
commitment to their own advantage—and how that attempt
backfired!—is recorded in the famous story of Daniel and the lions’
den.
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 EXAMINE His Word
What does God SAY? The words God uses to communicate really matter, so pay close attention to the details
emphasized or repeated in the passage:

Read Daniel 6:1-28

1 Darius decided to appoint 120 satraps over the
kingdom, stationed throughout the realm,
2 and over them three administrators, including
Daniel. These satraps would be accountable to them so
that the king would not be defrauded.
3 Daniel distinguished himself above the
administrators and satraps because he had an
extraordinary spirit, so the king planned to set him over
the whole realm.
4 The administrators and satraps, therefore, kept
trying to find a charge against Daniel regarding the
kingdom. But they could find no charge or corruption,
for he was trustworthy, and no negligence or corruption
was found in him.
5 Then these men said, “We will never find any
charge against this Daniel unless we find something
against him concerning the law of his God.”
6 So the administrators and satraps went together to
the king and said to him, “May King Darius live forever.
7 All the administrators of the kingdom, the prefects,
satraps, advisers, and governors have agreed that the king
should establish an ordinance and enforce an edict that
for 30 days, anyone who petitions any god or man except
you, the king, will be thrown into the lions’ den.
8 Therefore, Your Majesty, establish the edict and
sign the document so that, as a law of the Medes and
Persians, it is irrevocable and cannot be changed.”
9 So King Darius signed the document.
10 When Daniel learned that the document had been
signed, he went into his house. The windows in its upper
room opened toward Jerusalem, and three times a day he
got down on his knees, prayed, and gave thanks to his
God, just as he had done before.
11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel
petitioning and imploring his God.
12 So they approached the king and asked about his
edict: “Didn’t you sign an edict that for 30 days any man
who petitions any god or man except you, the king, will
be thrown into the lions’ den?” The king answered, “As a
law of the Medes and Persians, the order stands and is
irrevocable.”
13 Then they replied to the king, “Daniel, one of the
Judean exiles, has ignored you, the king, and the edict you
signed, for he prays three times a day.”
14 As soon as the king heard this, he was very
displeased; he set his mind on rescuing Daniel and made
every effort until sundown to deliver him.
15 Then these men went to the king and said to him,

“You as king know it is a law of the Medes and Persians
that no edict or ordinance the king establishes can be
changed.”
16 So the king gave the order, and they brought
Daniel and threw him into the lions’ den. The king said to
Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually,
rescue you!”
17 A stone was brought and placed over the mouth
of the den. The king sealed it with his own signet ring and
with the signet rings of his nobles, so that nothing in
regard to Daniel could be changed.
18 Then the king went to his palace and spent the
night fasting. No diversions were brought to him, and he
could not sleep.
19 At the first light of dawn the king got up and
hurried to the lions’ den.
20 When he reached the den, he cried out in anguish
to Daniel. “Daniel, servant of the living God,” the king
said, “has your God whom you serve continually been
able to rescue you from the lions?”
21 Then Daniel spoke with the king: “May the king
live forever.
22 My God sent His angel and shut the lions’
mouths. They haven’t hurt me, for I was found innocent
before Him. Also, I have not committed a crime against
you my king.”
23 The king was overjoyed and gave orders to take
Daniel out of the den. So Daniel was taken out of the
den, uninjured, for he trusted in his God.
24 The king then gave the command, and those men
who had maliciously accused Daniel were brought and
thrown into the lions’ den—they, their children, and their
wives. They had not reached the bottom of the den
before the lions overpowered them and crushed all their
bones.
25 Then King Darius wrote to those of every people,
nation, and language who live in all the earth: “May your
prosperity abound.
26 I issue a decree that in all my royal dominion,
people must tremble in fear before the God of Daniel:
For He is the living God, and He endures forever; His
kingdom will never be destroyed, and His dominion has
no end.
27 He rescues and delivers; He performs signs and
wonders in the heavens and on the earth, for He has
rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.”
28 So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius
and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

DISCOVER His Word
What does God MEAN? Answer the following questions and then bring to your COMMUNITY GROUP
to discover and discuss with others.
Opening Question: Why do you think some people dislike working for, or under someone with an impeccable
character?
1. Much of Daniel’s experience parallels what Jesus encountered during his earthly ministry. Why is the
righteousness of the godly so offensive to some (c.f. Gen 4:3-8; 1 Sam 18:12-15; John 3:19-21; 8:39-47; Acts
7:53-58)?

2. Notice the areas of Daniel’s life and character that his conspirators examined before turning their attention
to his relationship with God (6:4-5, 10). Describe how this is consistent with Micah 6:8.

3. Compare Daniel 6:16, 26-27 with 1Peter 2:11-17. What is God’s purpose for his people suffering because of
their godly character?

Sermon Notes:

LIVE His Word
How does this truth FIT? God’s word is lived in real life so engage with truth in your LIFEGROUP.
What Character trait do you struggle with the most? Pray for each other’s victory in these areas through Christ.

The purpose of THE PARCHMENTS is to help you develop beliefs, practices, and virtues of a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ called the 30 Core Competencies through your own active reading of
the Bible. Send any questions and or comments you may have about this lesson to church@clbchouston.org.

30 CORE Competencies
10 Core Beliefs
Trinity 2 Corinthians 13:14
I believe the God of the Bible is the only true
God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Salvation by Grace Ephesians 2:8-9 I believe a
person comes into a right relationship with
God by His grace, through faith in Jesus
Christ.
Authority of the Bible 2 Timothy 3:16-17
I believe the Bible is the Word of God and
has the right to command my belief and
action.
Personal God Psalm 121:1-2
I believe God is involved in and cares about my
daily life.
Identity in Christ John 1:12
I believe I am significant because of my
position as a child of God.
Church Ephesians 4:15-16
I believe the church is God's primary way to
accomplish His purposes on earth today.
Humanity John 3:16
I believe all people are loved by God and need
Jesus Christ as their Savior.
Compassion Psalm 82:3-4
I believe God calls all Christians to show
compassion to those in need.
Eternity John 14:1-4
I believe there is a heaven and a hell and that
Jesus Christ is returning to judge the earth
and to establish His eternal kingdom.
Stewardship 1 Timothy 6:17-19
I believe that everything I am or own belongs
to God.

10 Core Practices

Worship Psalm 95:1-7
I worship God for who He is and what He
has done for me.
Prayer Psalm 66:16-20
I pray to God to know Him, to lay my request
before Him and to find direction for my daily
life.
Bible Study Hebrews 4:12
I read the Bible to know God, the truth, and
to find direction for my daily life.
Single-mindedness Matthew 6:33 I focus on
God and His priorities for my life.

Spiritual Gifts Romans 12:4-6
I know and use my spiritual gifts to accomplish
God’s purposes.
Biblical Community Acts 2:44-47
I live life with other Christians to accomplish
God's purposes in the world.
Giving Away My Time Colossians 3:17
I give away my time to fulfill God's purposes.
Giving Away My Money 2 Corinthians 8:7
I give away God’s money to fulfill God's
purposes.
Giving Away My Faith Ephesians 6:19-20
I give away my faith to fulfill God's purposes.
Giving Away My Life Romans 12:1
I give away my life to fulfill God’s purposes.

10 Core Virtues
Joy 1 Peter 1:8-9
I have inner contentment and purpose in spite
of my circumstances.
Peace Philippians 4:6-7
I am free from anxiety because things are right
between God, me, and others.
Faithfulness Proverbs 3:3-4
I demonstrate loyalty in my relationships with
others in response to God’s loyalty to me.
Self-Control Titus 2:11-13
I have the power, through Christ, to control
myself.
Humility Philippians 2:3, 4
I choose to esteem others above myself.
Love 1 John 4:10-12
I sacrificially and unconditionally love and
forgive others.
Patience Proverbs 14:29
I endure patiently under the unavoidable
pressures of life.
Kindness/Goodness 1 Thess. 5:15
I choose to do the right things in my
relationships with others.
Gentleness Philippians 4:5
I am thoughtful, considerate and calm in dealing
with others.
Hope Hebrews 6:19-20
I can cope with the hardships of life and with
death because of the hope I have in Jesus Christ

The purpose of THE PARCHMENTS is to help you develop beliefs, practices, and virtues of a fully devoted follower of Jesus Christ called the 30 Core Competencies through your own active reading of
the Bible. Send any questions and or comments you may have about this lesson to church@clbchouston.org.

