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Using This Study


EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

In Chapter 39 of Genesis the Joseph
story continues. Joseph is sold into slavery in
Egypt to Potiphar, Pharaoh’s captain of the
bodyguard. Here Joseph is tested as
Potiphar’s wife makes advances toward him.
Joseph maintains his integrity and does not “sin
against God”. However, Joseph is framed by
Potiphar’s wife and is thrown into prison despite
his honorable actions. As when he was in
Potiphar’s house God continues to be with
Joseph in prison. God helps him to rise to a
position of leadership even within the prison.
Sometimes it is hard to understand why we
face trials but we can be confident that if we
stay faithful through the trial God will always be
with us. Join us this week as we look at the
trials we may face and how we can stay faithful
and even be used as a blessing to others while
in the mist of trials.

“Loving God, loving people, making fully devoted followers of Christ”

Genesis 39 (NASB)

Joseph’s Success in Egypt
39 Now Joseph had been taken down to Egypt;
and Potiphar, an Egyptian officer of Pharaoh, the
captain of the bodyguard, bought him from
the Ishmaelites, who had taken him down
there. 2 The LORD was with Joseph, so he became
a successful man. And he was in the house of his
master, the Egyptian. 3 Now his master saw that
the LORD was with him and how the LORD caused
all that he did to prosper in his hand. 4 So
Joseph found favor in his sight and became his
personal servant; and he made him overseer over his
house, and all that he owned he put in his charge. 5 It
came about that from the time he made him overseer
in his house and over all that he owned,
the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house on account
of Joseph; thus the LORD’S blessing was upon all
that he owned, in the house and in the field. 6 So he
left everything he owned in Joseph’s charge; and
with him there he did not concern himself with
anything except the food which he ate.
Now Joseph was handsome in form and
appearance. 7 It came about after these events that
his master’s wife looked with desire at Joseph, and
she said, “Lie with me.” 8 But he refused and said to
his master’s wife, “Behold, with me here, my
master does not concern himself with anything in
the house, and he has put all that he owns in
my charge. 9 There is no one greater in this house
than I, and he has withheld nothing from me except
you, because you are his wife. How then could I do
this great evil and sin against God?” 10 As she spoke
to Joseph day after day, he did not listen to her to lie
beside her or be with her. 11 Now it happened one
day that he went into the house to do his work, and

none of the men of the household was there
inside. 12 She caught him by his garment, saying,
“Lie with me!” And he left his garment in her hand
and fled, and went outside. 13 When she saw that he
had left his garment in her hand and had fled
outside, 14 she called to the men of her household
and said to them, “See, he has brought in a Hebrew
to us to make sport of us; he came in to me to lie
with me, and I screamed. 15 When he heard that I
raised my voice and screamed, he left his garment
beside me and fled and went outside.” 16 So she left
his garment beside her until his master came
home. 17 Then she spoke to him with these words,
“The Hebrew slave, whom you brought to us, came
in to me to make sport of me; 18 and as I raised my
voice and screamed, he left his garment beside me
and fled outside.”

Joseph Imprisoned
19

Now when his master heard the words of his
wife, which she spoke to him, saying, “This is what
your slave did to me,” his anger burned. 20 So
Joseph’s master took him and put him into the jail,
the place where the king’s prisoners were confined;
and he was there in the jail. 21 But the LORD was
with Joseph and extended kindness to him, and gave
him favor in the sight of the chief jailer. 22 The chief
jailer committed to Joseph’s charge all the prisoners
who were in the jail; so that whatever was done
there, he was responsible for it. 23 The chief jailer
did not supervise anything under Joseph’s charge
because the LORD was with him; and whatever he
did, the LORD made to prosper.

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the foregoing
passage.

1. Who is involved in the text? Author, audience, main characters.

2. Where and when is this taking place? Geography and timeline.

3. What actions are carried out or commanded? Look for the verbs.

4. Is there anything repeated?

5. What is emphasized?

6. Is there anything in these passages that is related to other areas of scripture?

7. Are there things to be noted that are alike or unalike such as similes and metaphors?

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?
8. Why was Joseph successful in Egypt?

9. Why did Joseph refuse the advances of Potiphar’s wife? (v.9)

10. Why do you think Potiphar’s wife framed him?

11. What could Joseph have done differently?

12. Do you think Joseph felt blessed while he was in jail?

13. How would it have been better or worse for Joseph if he had given into Potiphar’s wife?

 EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?
13. Joseph’s faith is tested in slavery and in jail. How has your faith been tested?

14. How does your integrity affect your ability to be a blessing to others? Give some examples.

15. What can we do now to prepare ourselves for when our faith is tested?

16. What did Joseph have control over when we arrived in Egypt? How does this apply to us?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO…
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