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Using This Study

O EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

® EXPLORE His Word

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the

message God wants to communicate. This week we will be looking at the second
chapter of Mark and into the beginning of chapter
© EMBRACE His Word 3. In this section, there are 5 different scenes in

which Jesus is doing His ministry. In each of
these scenes, Jesus works in a way that is
outside of the traditional Jewish religion.
Because of this, Jesus faces a great deal of
opposition from the Pharisees. As followers of
Christ, we need to recognize that we will face
opposition when we do the work that Jesus has
called us to do. This week we will talk about that
opposition, and seek some ways that are
appropriate for us to respond to the opposition.

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.
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Read Mark 2:1-3:6 (NET)

2 Now after some days, when he returned
to Capernaum, the news spread that he
was at home. ? So many gathered that there
was no longer any room, not even by the
door, and he preached the word to them.

% Some people came bringing to him a
paralytic, carried by four of them. * When
they were not able to bring him in because
of the crowd, they removed the roof above
Jesus. Then, after tearing it out, they
lowered the stretcher the paralytic was lying
on. >When Jesus saw their faith, he said to
the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”
® Now some of the experts in the law were
sitting there, turning these things over in
their minds: * “Why does this man speak
this way? He is blaspheming! Who can
forgive sins but God alone?” ® Now
immediately, when Jesus realized in his
spirit that they were contemplating such
thoughts, he said to them, “Why are you
thinking such things in your hearts? ° Which
is easier, to say to the paralytic, “Your sins
are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up, take your
stretcher, and walk’? *° But so that you may
know that the Son of Man has authority on
earth to forgive sins,”—he said to the
paralytic— ** “| tell you, stand up, take your
stretcher, and go home.” ** And
immediately the man stood up, took his
stretcher, and went out in front of them all.
They were all amazed and glorified God,
saying, “We have never seen anything like
this!”

13 Jesus went out again by the sea. The
whole crowd came to him, and he taught
them. ** As he went along, he saw Levi, the
son of Alphaeus, sitting at the tax booth.
“Follow me,” he said to him. And he got up
and followed him. **> As Jesus was having a
meal in Levi’'s home, many tax collectors
and sinners were eating with Jesus and his

disciples, for there were many who followed
him. '® When the experts in the law and the
Pharisees saw that he was eating with
sinners and tax collectors, they said to his
disciples, “Why does he eat with tax
collectors and sinners?” *” When Jesus
heard this he said to them, “Those who are
healthy don’t need a physician, but those
who are sick do. | have not come to call the
righteous, but sinners.”

'8 Now John’s disciples and the Pharisees
were fasting. So they came to Jesus and
said, “Why do the disciples of John and the
disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your
disciples don’t fast?” '° Jesus said to them,
“The wedding guests cannot fast while the
bridegroom is with them, can they? As long
as they have the bridegroom with them they
do not fast. ?° But the days are coming
when the bridegroom will be taken from
them, and at that time they will fast. ?* No
one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an
old garment; otherwise, the patch pulls
away from it, the new from the old, and the
tear becomes worse. > And no one pours
new wine into old wineskins; otherwise, the
wine will burst the skins, and both the wine
and the skins will be destroyed. Instead
new wine is poured into new wineskins.”

23 Jesus was going through the grain fields
on a Sabbath, and his disciples began to
pick some heads of wheat as they made
their way. ** So the Pharisees said to him,
“Look, why are they doing what is against
the law on the Sabbath?” *° He said to
them, “Have you never read what David did
when he was in need and he and his
companions were hungry— ?° how he
entered the house of God when Abiathar
was high priest and ate the sacred bread,
which is against the law for any but the



priests to eat, and also gave it to his
companions?” 2’ Then he said to them,
“The Sabbath was made for people, not
people for the Sabbath. % For this reason
the Son of Man is lord even of the
Sabbath.”

3 Then Jesus entered the synagogue again,
and a man was there who had a withered
hand. ? They watched Jesus closely to see
if he would heal him on the Sabbath, so that
they could accuse him. ® So he said to the
man who had the withered hand, “Stand up

among all these people.” * Then he said to
them, “Is it lawful to do good on the
Sabbath, or evil, to save a life or destroy it?”
But they were silent. > After looking around
at them in anger, grieved by the hardness
of their hearts, he said to the man, “Stretch
out your hand.” He stretched it out, and his
hand was restored. ° So the Pharisees went
out immediately and began plotting with the
Herodians, as to how they could
assassinate him.

0 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the foregoing

passage.

1. Who isinvolved in the text? Author, audience, main characters.

2. Where and when is this taking place? Geography and timeline.

3. What actions are carried out or commanded? Look for the verbs.

4. Is there anything repeated?



5. What is emphasized?

6. Is there anything in these passages that is related to other areas of scripture?

7. Are there things to be noted that are alike or unalike such as similes and metaphors?

® EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?

8. a. Why did Jesus heal the paralytic?

b. Why did He forgive him of his sins?

9. Why did Jesus eat with the tax collectors and sinners?



10. Why did Jesus’ disciples not fast?

11. Why did the Pharisees think that it was wrong to heal on the Sabbath and why did Jesus do it
anyway?

12. What relationship do you see between these five stories covered in this week’s section?
(stories: 2:1-12; 2:13-17; 2:18-22; 2:23-28; 3:1-6)

13. What opposition did Jesus face in these passages and how did He deal with it?

© EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?

14. In these passages, Jesus faces a good amount of opposition. Have you, as a follower of
Christ, faced opposition? When and how did this happen?



15. As followers of Christ, what is the best way for us to respond to opposition that we face?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO...
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