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Using This Study
 EXAMINE His Word
What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

Jonah chapter 4 completes the book
of Jonah. The account ends with an
important lesson for Jonah and for us.
Jonah was upset that the people in
Nineveh repented and turned to the
Lord. He knew that if they repented God
would forgive. Jonah seems to want to
see the destruction of the city. He was
making the decision about the people
based on his personal feelings and what
was best for him. God teaches Jonah
that we should not think about others
according to what is good for us but what
is good for them. All people are part of
God’s creation. We must learn what we
can do to help share the Word of the
Lord with people that need it the most
not just the ones that are like us.
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Jonah 4 (NASB)

Jonah’s Displeasure
Rebuked
4 But it greatly displeased Jonah and he
became angry. 2 He prayed to
the LORD and said, “Please LORD, was not
this what I said while I was still in
my own country? Therefore in order to
forestall this I fled to Tarshish, for I knew
that You are a gracious and
compassionate God, slow to anger and
abundant in lovingkindness, and one who
relents concerning calamity. 3 Therefore
now, O LORD, please take my life from
me, for death is better to me than
life.” 4 The LORD said, “Do you have good
reason to be angry?”
5

Then Jonah went out from the city

and sat east of it. There he made a
shelter for himself and sat under it in the
shade until he could see what would
happen in the city. 6 So the LORD God
appointed a plant and it grew up over
Jonah to be a shade over his head to
deliver him from his discomfort. And
Jonah was extremely happy about
the plant. 7 But God appointed a worm

when dawn came the next day and it
attacked the plant and
it withered. 8 When the sun came up God
appointed a scorching east wind, and
the sun beat down on Jonah’s head so
that he became faint and begged
with all his soul to die, saying, “Death is
better to me than life.”
9
Then God said to Jonah, “Do you
have good reason to be angry about the
plant?” And he said, “I have good reason
to be angry, even to death.” 10 Then
the LORD said, “You had compassion on
the plant for which you did not work
and which you did not cause to grow,
which came up overnight and
perished overnight. 11 Should I not have
compassion on Nineveh, the great city in
which there are more than 120,000
persons who do not know the
difference between their right and left
hand, as well as many animals?”

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the foregoing
passage.

1. Who is involved in the text? Author, audience, main characters.

2. Where and when is this taking place? Geography and timeline.

3. What actions are carried out or commanded? Look for the verbs.

4. Is there anything repeated?

5. What is emphasized?

6. Is there anything in these passages that is related to other areas of scripture?

7. Are there things to be noted that are alike or unalike such as similes and metaphors?

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?
8. Why was Jonah angry in verse 1?

9. What reason did Jonah give for his attempt to flee to Tarshish?

10. Why do you think Jonah was ready to die?

11. Why did God make the plant wither?

12. What is meant by people that do not know their right from their left?

 EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?
13. What lesson was God teaching Jonah? How does it apply to us?

14. Can you think of any modern day equivalents to the people of Nineveh? People that it may be
less desirable to share the Word of God with.

15. Who do you think God has put in your life for you to share the Word of the Lord with? Make a
plan to reach out to these people and share it with the group.

Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO…

SERMON NOTES

