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Using This Study

O EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

® EXPLORE His Word

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the

message God wants to communicate.

This week we will pick up where we left off
. in our study of Romans. Chapter 7 tells us that
® EMBRACE His Word we are dead to sin and we are no longer under
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by the Law. If we are not under the Law how do
responding to what you discover in His word in | We know what sin is and what do we use to
faith and obedience. govern our lives? Join us this week as we talk
about how we can live for Christ without the
structure of the Law.

“Loving God, [oving peop[e, mak'mg ful”y devoted foﬂowevs of Christ”



ROMANS 7:1-13 NASB

Believers United to Christ

7 Or do you not know, brethren (for | am speaking to those who know the law), that the law has jurisdiction over
a person as long as he lives? 2 For the married woman is bound by law to her husband while he is living; but if
her husband dies, she is released from the law concerning the husband. 3 So then, if while her husband is
living she is joined to another man, she shall be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from

the law, so that she is not an adulteress though she is joined to another man.

4 Therefore, my brethren, you also were made to die to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might
be joined to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God. 5 For while
we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were aroused by the Law, were at work in the members of our
body to bear fruit for death. 6 But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we

were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.

7 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, | would not have come to know sin
except through the Law; for | would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, “You shall

not covet.” 8 But sin, taking opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind;

for apart from the Law sin is dead. 9 | was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came,
sin became alive and | died; 10 and this commandment, which was to result in life, proved to result in death for
me; 11 for sin, taking an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. 12 So

then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.

13 Therefore did that which is good become a cause of death for me? May it never be! Rather it was sin, in
order that it might be shown to be sin by effecting my death through that which is good, so that through the

commandment sin would become utterly sinful.



0 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.

Make 10 of your own observations from this passage. Avoid jumping to make interpretive
decisions or drawing applications. Save those for the sections that follow. At this point just observe
this passage and what it says. Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to
you. Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text? Who is involved in the text? There is no right or
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.

1.

10.



® Explore His Word (Interpretation) (For Community group discussion)
What does God MEAN?

1. According to the Law when is a woman free from her marriage to find a new husband?

2. Paul is not trying to make a point about marriage. What is Paul using marriage to illustrate?

3. What does it mean for us to die to the Law?

4. What does it mean to bear fruit for death?

5. In what way are we released from the Law?

6. We would not know sin if it were not for the Law. Can we blame the Law for sin?

7. What is the benefit of the Law?



© EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?

8. Paul makes the case that we are not under the Law. What should we use to govern our lives?

9. Considering we are not under the Law, what are some practical things that we can do to rid our
lives of sin?

10.What do you think Paul’s main idea is in this passage and how does it best apply to your life?



Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO...
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