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Using This Study

O EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

® EXPLORE His Word

“In the beginning was the Word,

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the and the Word was with God,
text helps surface how the details relate to the -
message God wants to communicate. and the Word was God.

© EMBRACE His Word

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by o
responding to what you discover in His word in As we start the new year we will kick off the

faith and obedience. study of the Gospel of John. John is an
exciting account of the life of Christ that
regularly brings in the imagery of the dark verse
the light. Jesus is the light of the world that
gives us the hope of salvation. In John 1
Jesus’ identity is proclaimed and He begins to
call His first disciples. Join us this week as

begin to look at what it means to be a disciple
THE LIGHT SHINES IN

THE DARKNESS, AND THE of Jesus.
DARKNESS CAN NEVER

EXTINGUISH IT.
JOHN 1:5

“Loving God, [ov'mg peop[e, making fvl“y devoted foﬂowers of Christ”




JOHN 1 NET
The Prologue to the Gospel

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was fully God. 2 The
Word was with God in the beginning. 3 All things were created by him, and apart from him not one
thing was created that has been created. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of mankind. ®> And
the light shines on in the darkness, but the darkness has not mastered it.

® A man came, sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify about the
light, so that everyone might believe through him.  He himself was not the light, but he came to
testify about the light. ® The true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 1° He
was in the world, and the world was created by him, but the world did not recognize him. ' He came
to what was his own, but his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who have received him—
those who believe in his name—he has given the right to become God's children 1*—children not
born by human parents or by human desire or a husband'’s decision, but by God.

4 Now the Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We saw his glory—the glory of
the one and only, full of grace and truth, who came from the Father. > John testified about him and
shouted out, "This one was the one about whom | said, ‘He who comes after me is greater than |
am, because he existed before me.”” 1® For we have all received from his fullness one gracious gift
after another. 17 For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came about through Jesus
Christ. ' No one has ever seen God. The only one, himself God, who is in closest fellowship with the
Father, has made God known.

The Testimony of John the Baptist

19 Now this was John's testimony when the Jewish leaders sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem
to ask him, “Who are you?” 22 He confessed—he did not deny but confessed—"l am not the
Christ!” 21 So they asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” He said, “l am not!” “Are you the
Prophet?” He answered, “No!” 22 Then they said to him, “Who are you? Tell us so that we can give an
answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”

23 John said, “I am the voice of one shouting in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the
Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said.” 24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 2> So they asked
John, "Why then are you baptizing if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”

26 )ohn answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not
recognize, 2’ who is coming after me. | am not worthy to untie the strap of his sandal!” 2 These things
happened in Bethany across the Jordan River where John was baptizing.

29 On the next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world! 3° This is the one about whom | said, ‘After me comes a man who is greater
than | am, because he existed before me.’ 31| did not recognize him, but | came baptizing with water
so that he could be revealed to Israel.”



32Then John testified, "I saw the Spirit descending like a dove from heaven, and it remained on
him. 33 And | did not recognize him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘The
one on whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining—this is the one who baptizes with the
Holy Spirit." 3*1 have both seen and testified that this man is the Chosen One of God.”

35 Again the next day John was standing there with two of his disciples. 3¢ Gazing at Jesus as he
walked by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!" 3? When John's two disciples heard him say this, they
followed Jesus. 38 Jesus turned around and saw them following and said to them, “What do you
want?” So they said to him, “Rabbi” (which is translated Teacher), “where are you
staying?” 32 Jesus answered, “Come and you will see.” So they came and saw where he was staying,
and they stayed with him that day. Now it was about four o’clock in the afternoon.

Andrew’s Declaration

40 Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, was one of the two disciples who heard what John said and
followed Jesus. 4! He first found his own brother Simon and told him, “We have found the
Messiah!” (which is translated Christ). 42 Andrew brought Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said,
“You are Simon, the son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter).

The Calling of More Disciples

43 On the next day Jesus wanted to set out for Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow
me.” 44 (Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the town of Andrew and Peter.) 4° Philip found Nathanael and
told him, "We have found the one Moses wrote about in the law, and the prophets also wrote
about—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 Nathanael replied, “Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?” Philip replied, “Come and see.”

47 )esus saw Nathanael coming toward him and exclaimed, “Look, a true Israelite in whom there is
no deceit!" 8 Nathanael asked him, “"How do you know me?” Jesus replied, “Before Philip called you,
when you were under the fig tree, | saw you.” 4? Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of
God; you are the king of Israel!” 3 Jesus said to him, “Because | told you that | saw you under the fig
tree, do you believe? You will see greater things than these.” 31 He continued, “I tell all of you the
solemn truth—you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the
Son of Man.”

0 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.

Make 10 of your own observations from this passage. Avoid jumping to make interpretive
decisions or drawing applications. Save those for the sections that follow. At this point just observe
this passage and what it says. Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to
you. Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text? Who is involved in the text? There is no right or
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.

1.



10.

® EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?

1. Inverse 1 who is the Word? How do you know?

2. What is the darkness that the light shines into?

3. What is it that belongs to the light? (11)



4. What does it mean to be God’s children? (12)

5. Compare and contrast the law that came through Moses and the grace and truth that came
through Jesus Christ?

6. Why does Andrew first follow Jesus?

7. Why does Nathanael follow Jesus?

© EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?

8. What evidence is in Chapter 1 that points to Jesus being fully God and the Messiah?



9. Why is it essential in Christianity for Jesus to be fully God?

10. The first followers of Jesus were looking for the Messiah before they found Jesus. What
about this is significant? What does it tell us about how we should live our lives?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Werite about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO...
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