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 Using This Study 

 

    EXAMINE His Word 

What does God SAY? Open your time with 
prayer. The words God uses to communicate 
matters, so go back and pay close attention to 
the details that are emphasized or repeated in 
the passage. 

 

 EXPLORE His Word 

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the 
text helps surface how the details relate to the 

message God wants to communicate. 

 

 EMBRACE His Word 

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by 
responding to what you discover in His word in 

faith and obedience. 

                   

      

  

           

 

 

 

 

   

 
 
This week we will look at the 3rd Chapter of 

Joshua.  Here Joshua leads the Israelites down 
to camp on the shore of the Jordan river and 
then across the river in dramatic fashion as 
God piles up the water up stream.  God is 
giving confidence to the Israelites as they go off 
to war and reassuring them that He is with 
them.  Join us this week as we talk about how 
we can have confidence to do what God has 
called us to do and how we  can receive the 
assurance that the Israelites received.  
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JOSHUA 3   NASB 

Israel Crosses the Jordan 

3 Then Joshua got up early in the morning; and he and all the sons of Israel set out from Shittim and 

came to the Jordan, and they spent the night there before they crossed. 2 Then at the end of three 

days the officers went through the midst of the camp; 3 and they commanded the people, saying, 

“When you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God with the Levitical priests carrying it, then 

you shall set out from your place and go after it. 4 However, there shall be a distance between you and 

it of about two thousand cubits by measurement. Do not come near it, so that you may know the way 

by which you shall go, for you have not passed this way before.” 

5 Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do miracles 

among you.” 6 And Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, “Take up the ark of the covenant and cross 

over ahead of the people.” So they took up the ark of the covenant and went ahead of the people. 
7 Now the LORD said to Joshua, “This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, so that 

they will know that just as I have been with Moses, I will be with you. 8 So you shall command the 

priests who are carrying the ark of the covenant, saying, ‘When you come to the edge of the waters of 

the Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.’” 9 Then Joshua said to the sons of Israel, “Come here, 

and hear the words of the LORD your God.” 10 And Joshua said, “By this you will know that the living 

God is among you, and that He will assuredly drive out from you the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Hivite, 

the Perizzite, the Girgashite, the Amorite, and the Jebusite. 11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of the 

Lord of all the earth is crossing over ahead of you into the Jordan. 12 Now then, take for yourselves 

twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one man for each tribe. 13 And it will come about when the soles 

of the feet of the priests who carry the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, rest in the waters of 

the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan will be cut off, that is, the waters which are flowing down from 

above; and they will stand in one heap.” 
14 So when the people set out from their tents to cross the Jordan, with the priests carrying the ark 

of the covenant before the people, 15 and when those who were carrying the ark came up to the 

Jordan and the feet of the priests carrying the ark stepped down into the edge of the water (for 

the Jordan overflows all its banks all the days of harvest), 16 then the waters which were flowing down 

from above stood and rose up in one heap, a great distance away at Adam, the city that is beside 

Zarethan; and those which were flowing down toward the sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were 

completely cut off. So the people crossed opposite Jericho. 17 And the priests who carried the ark of 

the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan while all Israel crossed 

on dry ground, until all the nation had finished crossing the Jordan. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation) 

What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.   

 
Make 10 of your own observations from this passage.  Avoid jumping to make interpretive 

decisions or drawing applications.  Save those for the sections that follow.  At this point just observe 
this passage and what it says.  Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to 
you.  Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text?  Who is involved in the text?  There is no right or 
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.   

 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 
 
4. 
 
 
5. 
 
 
6. 
 
 
7. 
 
 
8. 
 
 
9. 
 
 
10. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 Explore His Word (Interpretation) (For Community group discussion) 

What does God MEAN?    

1. What are the people to commanded to follow into the Jordan?    

 

 

 

 

2. Why does the Lord exalt Joshua?     

 

 

 
 

3. The priests have to step in the water before the water piles up.  How is this different than the 

parting of the Red Sea?  

 

 

 

 

4. What happens to the Jordan during the harvest time?    

 

 

 

 

5. Why do you think God uses such a dramatic crossing of the Jordan?  

 

 

 

 

6. When the people went down to camp next to the Jordan do you think they wondered how they 

would cross?  Explain their possible mindsets. 

 

 

 

 

7. Do you think the Israelites were given confidence for battle because of the crossing of the 

Jordan?  

  



 

 

 

 

 

  EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion) 

 Why does this MATTER to me?  

 

 

8. Have you experienced a time when God called you to do something, but you were not sure 

how it would be possible?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. God gave the Israelites confidence in battle through the crossing of the Jordan.  Does he 

always give us reassurance like this when he calls us to do something?  Explain    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. What is the main point of this passage and how does it apply to you today?    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Summarize your thoughts on the passage  

 Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO… 
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