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                                      Studies for making fully devoted followers of Christ                
The Parchments 

Pneumatology: The Doctrine Of The Holy Spirit 

Part 2 
Selected Scriptures  

 

 

Using This Study 

 EXAMINE His Word 

What does God SAY? Open your time with 
prayer. The words God uses to communicate 
matters, so go back and pay close attention to 
the details that are emphasized or repeated in 
the passage. 
 

 EXPLORE His Word 

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of 
the text helps surface how the details relate to 
the message God wants to communicate. 
 

 EMBRACE His Word 

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God 
by responding to what you discover in His 
word in faith and obedience. 

 

Pneumatology: The Doctrine Of The Holy Spirit 
 
I.  The Personality of the Holy Spirit 
 
II.  The Characteristics of the Holy Spirit 
 
III.  His Divine Activity 
 
IV.  The Benefits the Holy Spirit Provides in Our Lives 
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Grace Ministries & CAAPS 
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is to develop leaders of 
integrity whom people will 
follow.  He holds a Masters 
in Theology and is an expert 

on Early Church History.  He attended Seminary at 
the Grace School of Theology in The Woodlands, 
TX. 
 Rev. Stringer has a wide variety of experience 
in education, government, baseball and ministry for 
over 38 years, not only in the Houston area, but all 
over the US and many countries overseas. Rev. 
Stringer is an expert on gang behavior and culture 
and has used that experience working with several 
government agencies in alleviating gang related 
conflicts.  Another area of interest is his work in the 
field of baseball, both with professional teams and 
in school-age programs, using his skills and 
knowledge to develop The CAAPS Program for 
coach training and player development. 
 Rev. Stringer is also passionate about the need 
for effective Spirit-led leadership in today’s 
churches.  With that passion, he and his wife, 
Terry, founded By His Grace Ministries, a ministry 
focused on Christian education and world 
evangelism. 
 Rev. Stringer has turned a number of his 
memorable sermons and lessons into books, such 
as “Loving In A Hard Place,” “I Am Not Ashamed Of 
The Gospel  Of Christ,” and “The Untold History Of 
The Early Church Fathers.” 
 Rev. Stringer and his wife, Terry, have been 
married for 33 years, live in Spring, TX and have 3 
grown children: Nicole Craig (Kevin), Philip, and 
Christopher. 
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 EXAMINE His Word             

What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the passage. 
 

Read the Focus Scriptures (NKJV): 

John 14:26: But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom 

the Father will send in My name, He will teach you 

all things, and bring to your remembrance all things 

that I said to you. 

John 16:13: However, when He, the Spirit of truth, 

has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He 

will not speak on His own authority, but whatever 

He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things 

to come. 

John 15:26: “But when the Helper comes, whom I 

shall send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth 

who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of 

Me.” 

I Corinthians 2:10-11: But God has revealed them 

to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all 

things, yes, the deep things of God. 
11

 For what man 

knows the things of a man except the spirit of the 

man which is in him? Even so no one knows the 

things of God except the Spirit of God. 

Romans 8:26-27: Likewise the Spirit also helps in 

our weaknesses. For we do not know what we 

should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself 

makes intercession for us[a] with groanings which 

cannot be uttered. 
27

 Now He who searches the 

hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because 

He makes intercession for the saints according to the 

will of God. 

John 3:5: Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to 

you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 

cannot enter the kingdom of God. 

John 16:8-11: And when He has come, He will 

convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and 

of judgment: 
9
 of sin, because they do not believe in 

Me; 
10

 of righteousness, because I go to My Father 

and you see Me no more; 
11

 of judgment, because 

the ruler of this world is judged. 

 

Acts 13:1-3: Now in the church that was at Antioch 

there were certain prophets and teachers: Barnabas, 

Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, 

Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the 

tetrarch, and Saul. 
2
 As they ministered to the Lord 

and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, “Now separate to 

Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have 

called them.” 
3
 Then, having fasted and prayed, and 

laid hands on them, they sent them away. 

Acts 10: There was a certain man in Caesarea called 

Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian 

Regiment, 
2 

a devout man and one who feared God 

with all his household, who gave alms generously to 

the people, and prayed to God always. 
3
 About the 

ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an 

angel of God coming in and saying to him, 

“Cornelius!” 

4
 And when he observed him, he was afraid, and 

said, “What is it, lord?” 

So he said to him, “Your prayers and your alms 

have come up for a memorial before God. 
5
 Now 

send men to Joppa, and send for Simon whose 

surname is Peter. 
6
 He is lodging with Simon, a 

tanner, whose house is by the sea.  He will tell you 

what you must do.” 
7
 And when the angel who 

spoke to him had departed, Cornelius called two of 

his household servants and a devout soldier from 

among those who waited on him continually. 
8
 So 

when he had explained all these things to them, he 

sent them to Joppa. 

9
 The next day, as they went on their journey and 

drew near the city, Peter went up on the housetop to 

pray, about the sixth hour. 
10

 Then he became very 

hungry and wanted to eat; but while they made 

ready, he fell into a trance 
11

 and saw heaven opened 

and an object like a great sheet bound at the four 

corners, descending to him and let down to the 

earth. 
12

 In it were all kinds of four-footed animals 

of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds 



  
 

 

of the air. 
13

 And a voice came to him, “Rise, Peter; 

kill and eat.” 

14
 But Peter said, “Not so, Lord! For I have never 

eaten anything common or unclean.” 

15
 And a voice spoke to him again the second time, 

“What God has cleansed you must not call 

common.” 
16

 This was done three times. And the 

object was taken up into heaven again. 

17
 Now while Peter wondered within himself what 

this vision which he had seen meant, behold, the 

men who had been sent from Cornelius had made 

inquiry for Simon’s house, and stood before the 

gate. 
18

 And they called and asked whether Simon, 

whose surname was Peter, was lodging there. 

19
 While Peter thought about the vision, the Spirit 

said to him, “Behold, three men are seeking you.    
20 

Arise therefore, go down and go with them, 

doubting nothing; for I have sent them.” 

21
 Then Peter went down to the men who had been 

sent to him from Cornelius, and said, “Yes, I am he 

whom you seek. For what reason have you come?” 

22
 And they said, “Cornelius the centurion, a just 

man, one who fears God and has a good reputation 

among all the nation of the Jews, was divinely 

instructed by a holy angel to summon you to his 

house, and to hear words from you.” 
23

 Then he 

invited them in and lodged them. 

On the next day Peter went away with them, and 

some brethren from Joppa accompanied him. 

24
 And the following day they entered Caesarea. 

Now Cornelius was waiting for them, and had called 

together his relatives and close friends. 
25

 As Peter 

was coming in, Cornelius met him and fell down at 

his feet and worshiped him. 
26

 But Peter lifted him 

up, saying, “Stand up; I myself am also a man.”      
27

 And as he talked with him, he went in and found 

many who had come together. 
28

 Then he said to 

them, “You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish 

man to keep company with or go to one of another 

nation. But God has shown me that I should not call 

any man common or unclean. 
29

 Therefore I came 

without objection as soon as I was sent for. I ask, 

then, for what reason have you sent for me?” 

30
 So Cornelius said, “Four days ago I was fasting 

until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my 

house, and behold, a man stood before me in bright 

clothing, 
31

 and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has 

been heard, and your alms are remembered in the 

sight of God. 
32

 Send therefore to Joppa and call 

Simon here, whose surname is Peter. He is lodging 

in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea. When he 

comes, he will speak to you.’ 
33

 So I sent to you 

immediately, and you have done well to come. Now 

therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all 

the things commanded you by God.” 

34
 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I 

perceive that God shows no partiality. 
35

 But in 

every nation whoever fears Him and works 

righteousness is accepted by Him. 
36

 The word 

which God sent to the children of Israel, preaching 

peace through Jesus Christ—He is Lord of all—     
37

 that word you know, which was proclaimed 

throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee after 

the baptism which John preached: 
38

 how God 

anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 

with power, who went about doing good and healing 

all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was 

with Him. 
39

 And we are witnesses of all things 

which He did both in the land of the Jews and in 

Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a tree.  
40

 Him God raised up on the third day, and showed 

Him openly, 
41

 not to all the people, but to witnesses 

chosen before by God, even to us who ate and drank 

with Him after He arose from the dead. 
42

 And He 

commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify 

that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge 

of the living and the dead. 
43

 To Him all the prophets 

witness that, through His name, whoever believes in 

Him will receive remission of sins.” 

44 
While Peter was still speaking these words, the 

Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word. 
45

 And those of the circumcision who believed were 

astonished, as many as came with Peter, because the 

gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the 

Gentiles also. 
46 

For they heard them speak with 

tongues and magnify God. 

 



  
 

 

Then Peter answered, 
47

 “Can anyone forbid water, 

that these should not be baptized who have received 

the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 
48

 And he 

commanded them to be baptized in the name of the 

Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days. 

Acts 5: 5 But a certain man named Ananias, with 

Sapphira his wife, sold a possession. 
2 

And he kept 

back part of the proceeds, his wife also being aware 

of it, and brought a certain part and laid it at the 

apostles’ feet. 
3 

But Peter said, “Ananias, why has 

Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and 

keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? 
4 
While it remained, was it not your own? And after 

it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why 

have you conceived this thing in your heart? You 

have not lied to men but to God.” 

5 
Then Ananias, hearing these words, fell down and 

breathed his last. So great fear came upon all those 

who heard these things. 
6 

And the young men arose 

and wrapped him up, carried him out, and buried 

him. 

7 
Now it was about three hours later when his wife 

came in, not knowing what had happened. 
8 

And 

Peter answered her, “Tell me whether you sold the 

land for so much?” 

She said, “Yes, for so much.” 

9 
Then Peter said to her, “How is it that you have 

agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look, 

the feet of those who have buried your husband are 

at the door, and they will carry you out.” 
10 

Then 

immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed 

her last. And the young men came in and found her 

dead, and carrying her out, buried her by her 

husband. 
11 

So great fear came upon all the church 

and upon all who heard these things. 

12 
And through the hands of the apostles many signs 

and wonders were done among the people. And they 

were all with one accord in Solomon’s Porch. 
13 

Yet 

none of the rest dared join them, but the people 

esteemed them highly. 
14 

And believers were 

increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both 

men and women, 
15 

so that they brought the sick out 

into the streets and laid them on beds and couches, 

that at least the shadow of Peter passing by might 

fall on some of them. 
16 

Also a multitude gathered 

from the surrounding cities to Jerusalem, bringing 

sick people and those who were tormented by 

unclean spirits, and they were all healed. 

17 
Then the high priest rose up, and all those who 

were with him (which is the sect of the Sadducees), 

and they were filled with indignation, 
18 

and laid 

their hands on the apostles and put them in the 

common prison. 
19 

But at night an angel of the Lord 

opened the prison doors and brought them out, and 

said, 
20 

“Go, stand in the temple and speak to the 

people all the words of this life.” 

21 
And when they heard that, they entered the temple 

early in the morning and taught. But the high priest 

and those with him came and called the council 

together, with all the elders of the children of Israel, 

and sent to the prison to have them brought. 

22 
But when the officers came and did not find them 

in the prison, they returned and reported, 
23 

saying, 

“Indeed we found the prison shut securely, and the 

guards standing outside before the doors; but when 

we opened them, we found no one inside!” 
24 

Now 

when the high priest, the captain of the temple, and 

the chief priests heard these things, they wondered 

what the outcome would be. 
25 

So one came and told 

them, saying, “Look, the men whom you put in 

prison are standing in the temple and teaching the 

people!” 

26 
Then the captain went with the officers and 

brought them without violence, for they feared the 

people, lest they should be stoned. 
27 

And when they 

had brought them, they set them before the council. 

And the high priest asked them, 
28 

saying, “Did we 

not strictly command you not to teach in this name? 

And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your 

doctrine, and intend to bring this Man’s blood on 

us!” 

29 
But Peter and the other apostles answered and 

said: “We ought to obey God rather than men. 
30 

The 

God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you 

murdered by hanging on a tree. 
31 

Him God has 

exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to 

give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.  



  
 

 

32 
And we are His witnesses to these things, and so 

also is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those 

who obey Him.” 

33 
When they heard this, they were furious and 

plotted to kill them. 
34 

Then one in the council stood 

up, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law 

held in respect by all the people, and commanded 

them to put the apostles outside for a little while. 
35 

And he said to them: “Men of Israel, take heed to 

yourselves what you intend to do regarding these 

men. 
36 

For some time ago Theudas rose up, 

claiming to be somebody. A number of men, about 

four hundred, joined him. He was slain, and all who 

obeyed him were scattered and came to nothing.  

 

 

37 
After this man, Judas of Galilee rose up in the 

days of the census, and drew away many people 

after him. He also perished, and all who obeyed him 

were dispersed. 
38 

And now I say to you, keep away 

from these men and let them alone; for if this plan or 

this work is of men, it will come to nothing; 
39 

but if 

it is of God, you cannot overthrow it—lest you even 

be found to fight against God.” 

40 
And they agreed with him, and when they had 

called for the apostles and beaten them, they 

commanded that they should not speak in the name 

of Jesus, and let them go. 
41 

So they departed from 

the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were 

counted worthy to suffer shame for His name. 
42 

And daily in the temple, and in every house, they 

did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the 

Christ. 

EXPLORE His Word          

What does God MEAN? 
 

1. Is the Holy Spirit a person, or just a divine influence? (See I Corinthians 2:10-11 and Romans 8:26-
27 above, and the following:  
Acts, 16:6: Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of Galatia, they were 
forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word in Asia.,  
Ephesians 4:30: And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption.) 

 
 
 
2. How does Jesus describe the Holy Spirit?  (See John 14:26 and John 16:13 above.) 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What characteristics and actions are ascribed to the Holy Spirit? (See John 14:26, John 16:13, Acts 

13:1-3 and John 16:8 above, also 
Titus 3:5-7: not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He 
saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured 
out on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 that having been justified by His grace we 
should become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.) 

 
 
 
 



  
 

 

4. In what areas is the Holy Spirit active in the human experience? (See John 3:5, John 14:26, John  
 16:8-11, Acts 13:1-3, and Romans 8:26 above, and check 

I Corinthians 12:11: But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one 
individually as He wills.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
5.  What are the benefits of the Holy Spirit in the believer’s life? 
 Romans 8:1 
 
 John 2:20-27 
 
 Ephesians 4:30 
 
 John 16-12-15 
 
 Galatians 5:22-23 
 
 Acts 8:39 
 
 1 Corinthians 12:14 
 
 
 

 EMBRACE His Word           

Why does this MATTER to me? 
 
 
 
 

Summarize your thoughts on the passage: 

 Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO… 
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