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Using This Study



EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

This week we are studying Exodus 14.
Pharaoh has let the people of Israel go but then
quickly regrets his decision. He undoubtedly
does not want to be the one that lets all the
labor for Egypt get out free, leaving the
Egyptians to do all their own work. God,
wanting to make a clear point, has Israel turn
back and camp in front of the sea with no
escape route. Pharaoh surely thought that they
were foolish for what they did and that he was
about to recapture them. God then preforms
one of the greatest miracles of the Old
Testament. With a wall of water on their right
and a wall of water on their left the Israelites
walk through the red sea on dry ground. The
Egyptians foolishly try to follow, and God closes
the waters on them and destroys them. There
is no longer a question about the supremacy of
God and all the Israelites fear Him.

“Loving God, loving people, making fully devoted followers of Christ”

EXODUS 14 NASB

Pharaoh in Pursuit
1Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Tell the sons of Israel to turn back and camp before Pi-hahiroth,

between Migdol and the sea; you shall camp in front of Baal-zephon, opposite it, by the sea. 3For Pharaoh will
say of the sons of Israel, ‘They are wandering aimlessly in the land; the wilderness has shut them in.’ 4Thus I
will harden Pharaoh’s heart, and he will chase after them; and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his
army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD.” And they did so.
5When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his servants had a change of heart

toward the people, and they said, “What is this we have done, that we have let Israel go from serving us?” 6So
he made his chariot ready and took his people with him; 7and he took six hundred select chariots, and all
the other chariots of Egypt with officers over all of them. 8The LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh, king of
Egypt, and he chased after the sons of Israel as the sons of Israel were going out boldly. 9Then the Egyptians
chased after them with all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, his horsemen and his army, and they overtook
them camping by the sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, in front of Baal-zephon.
10As Pharaoh drew near, the sons of Israel looked, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and

they became very frightened; so the sons of Israel cried out to the LORD. 11Then they said to Moses, “Is it
because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you
dealt with us in this way, bringing us out of Egypt? 12Is this not the word that we spoke to you in Egypt, saying,
‘Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians
than to die in the wilderness.”

The Sea Is Divided
13But Moses said to the people, “Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the LORD which He will

accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will never see them again
forever. 14The LORD will fight for you while you keep silent.”
15Then the LORD said to Moses, “Why are you crying out to Me? Tell the sons of Israel to go forward. 16As

for you, lift up your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, and the sons of Israel shall go
through the midst of the sea on dry land. 17As for Me, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that

they will go in after them; and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his
horsemen. 18Then the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD, when I am honored through Pharaoh, through
his chariots and his horsemen.”
19The angel of God, who had been going before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and the

pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them. 20So it came between the camp of Egypt and
the camp of Israel; and there was the cloud along with the darkness, yet it gave light at night. Thus the one did
not come near the other all night.
21Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD swept the sea back by a strong east wind all

night and turned the sea into dry land, so the waters were divided. 22The sons of Israel went through the midst
of the sea on the dry land, and the waters were like a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 23Then
the Egyptians took up the pursuit, and all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots and his horsemen went in after them
into the midst of the sea. 24At the morning watch, the LORD looked down on the army of the Egyptians through
the pillar of fire and cloud and brought the army of the Egyptians into confusion. 25He caused their chariot
wheels to swerve, and He made them drive with difficulty; so the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from Israel, for
the LORD is fighting for them against the Egyptians.”
26Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may come back over

the Egyptians, over their chariots and their horsemen.” 27So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the
sea returned to its normal state at daybreak, while the Egyptians were fleeing right into it; then the
LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 28The waters returned and covered the chariots and the
horsemen, even Pharaoh’s entire army that had gone into the sea after them; not even one of them
remained. 29But the sons of Israel walked on dry land through the midst of the sea, and the waters were like a
wall to them on their right hand and on their left.
30Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on

the seashore. 31When Israel saw the great power which the LORD had used against the Egyptians, the people
feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in His servant Moses.

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.

Make 10 of your own observations from this passage. Avoid jumping to make interpretive
decisions or drawing applications. Save those for the sections that follow. At this point just observe
this passage and what it says. Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to
you. Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text? Who is involved in the text? There is no right or
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
8.

9.

10.

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?
1. Why does God have the Israelites turn back to camp in a place that is not strategic?

2. Why do you think Pharaoh has a change of heart?

3. Why are the Israelites so quick to blame Moses and loose hope?

4. Why do you think the Lord says to Moses in verse 15 “why are you crying out to me”?

5. Do you think the Israelites were scared as they walked through the sea? Explain?

6. What causes Israel to fear the Lord? Why do they start now? Why did they not fear the Lord
before?

 EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?
7. Is there a principle from this chapter that is consistent for all times and cultures?

8. God directed Israel to camp in a nonlogical spot so that He could prove a point. Do you think
He does this kind of thing today?

9. The Israelites were quick to give up on the Lord and Moses, even when God had done all that
He said He was going to do. Can you give an example of people doing this today?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO…
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