The Parchment

Studies for making fully devoted followers of Christ

Blindfolded In Battle

June 14, 2015

Vol. 5 Num. 24

DA N IE L 10

Using This Study
 EXAMINE His Word
What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to the
details that are emphasized or repeated in the
passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

In Daniel chapter 10, Daniel is given another
vision. He has been in prayer regarding the vision
that he has seen concerning the end. He has
understood that God is going to make an end to
sin, to make atonement for inequity, and to bring in
everlasting righteousness (9:24). Daniel is praying
for God’s faithfulness and receives a message of
great value. In chapter 10, we get a glimpse of the
spiritual warfare going on around Daniel. The
battle continues to rage, whether we see it or
recognize that it is there. This morning we will talk
about the spiritual warfare around us, and our
response to it, including the message given to
Daniel and its impact on us.
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 EXAMINE His Word (Observation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the passage.
Read Daniel 10 (NASB)

In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a message
was revealed to Daniel, who was named
Belteshazzar; and the message was true and one of
great conflict, but he understood the message and
had an understanding of the vision.
2

In those days, I, Daniel, had been mourning for
three entire weeks. 3 I did not eat any tasty food, nor
did meat or wine enter my mouth, nor did I use any
ointment at all until the entire three weeks were
completed. 4 On the twenty-fourth day of the first
month, while I was by the bank of the great river,
that is, the Tigris, 5 I lifted my eyes and looked, and
behold, there was a certain man dressed in linen,
whose waist was girded with a belt of pure gold of
Uphaz. 6 His body also was like beryl, his face had
the appearance of lightning, his eyes were like
flaming torches, his arms and feet like the gleam of
polished bronze, and the sound of his words like the
sound of a tumult. 7 Now I, Daniel, alone saw the
vision, while the men who were with me did not see
the vision; nevertheless, a great dread fell on them,
and they ran away to hide themselves. 8 So I was
left alone and saw this great vision; yet no strength
was left in me, for my natural color turned to a
deathly pallor, and I retained no strength. 9 But I
heard the sound of his words; and as soon as I heard
the sound of his words, I fell into a deep sleep on
my face, with my face to the ground.
10

Then behold, a hand touched me and set me
trembling on my hands and knees. 11 He said to me,
“O Daniel, man of high esteem, understand the
words that I am about to tell you and stand upright,
for I have now been sent to you.” And when he had
spoken this word to me, I stood up trembling.

12

Then he said to me, “Do not be afraid, Daniel, for
from the first day that you set your heart on
understanding this and on humbling yourself before
your God, your words were heard, and I have come
in response to your words. 13 But the prince of the
kingdom of Persia was withstanding me for twentyone days; then behold, Michael, one of the chief
princes, came to help me, for I had been left there
with the kings of Persia. 14 Now I have come to give
you an understanding of what will happen to your
people in the latter days, for the vision pertains to
the days yet future.”
15

When he had spoken to me according to these
words, I turned my face toward the ground and
became speechless. 16 And behold, one who
resembled a human being was touching my lips;
then I opened my mouth and spoke and said to him
who was standing before me, “O my lord, as a result
of the vision anguish has come upon me, and I have
retained no strength. 17 For how can such a servant
of my lord talk with such as my lord? As for me,
there remains just now no strength in me, nor has
any breath been left in me.”
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Then this one with human appearance touched me
again and strengthened me. 19 He said, “O man of
high esteem, do not be afraid. Peace be with you;
take courage and be courageous!” Now as soon as
he spoke to me, I received strength and said, “May
my lord speak, for you have strengthened me.”
20
Then he said, “Do you understand why I came to
you? But I shall now return to fight against the
prince of Persia; so I am going forth, and behold, the
prince of Greece is about to come. 21 However, I will
tell you what is inscribed in the writing of truth. Yet
there is no one who stands firmly with me against
these forces except Michael your prince.

1. Who is involved in the text? Author, audience, main characters.

2. Where and when is this taking place? Geography and timeline.

3. What actions are carried out or commanded? Look for the verbs.

4. Is there anything repeated?

5. What is emphasized?

6. Is there anything in this passage that is related to other areas of Scripture?

7. Are there things to be noted that are alike or unalike such as similes and metaphors?

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation)
What does God MEAN?
1. Why do you think Daniel was mourning in verse 2?

2. According to verse 12, why did the angel come to Daniel?

3. Who do you think was trying to stop the angel from coming to Daniel? Why?

4. The angel and the Prince of Persia are engaged in battle over getting a message to Daniel.
Why do you think it is so important to get the message to Daniel?

 EMBRACE His Word (Application)
Why does this MATTER to me?
5. There is a good amount of spiritual warfare going on in Daniel chapter 10. Do you think that
we still have that kind of spiritual warfare today?

6. Do we have any way to respond to the spiritual warfare going on around us?

7. What should we pray for to bring an end to the reign of sin on this earth? How often do we
pray for it?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage:
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO…
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