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1 John 3:7-20; 4:7-12

Using This Study
 EXAMINE His Word
What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of
the text helps surface how the details relate to
the message God wants to communicate.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God
by responding to what you discover in His
word in faith and obedience.
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 EXAMINE His Word
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the passage.
Read 1 John 3:7-20 and 4:7-12
13
7

Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray.
The one who does what is right is righteous, just as
he is righteous.
8

The one who does what is sinful is of the devil,
because the devil has been sinning from the
beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was
to destroy the devil’s work.

Do not be surprised, my brothers and sisters, if the
world hates you.
14

We know that we have passed from death to life,
because we love each other. Anyone who does not
love remains in death.
15

Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a
murderer, and you know that no murderer has
eternal life residing in him.

9

No one who is born of God will continue to sin,
because God’s seed remains in them; they cannot go
on sinning, because they have been born of God.

16

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ
laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down
our lives for our brothers and sisters.

10

This is how we know who the children of God are
and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who
does not do what is right is not God’s child, nor is
anyone who does not love their brother and sister.
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If anyone has material possessions and sees a
brother or sister in need but has no pity on them,
how can the love of God be in that person?

11

For this is the message you heard from the
beginning: We should love one another.
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Do not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one
and murdered his brother. And why did he murder
him? Because his own actions were evil and his
brother’s were righteous.

Dear children, let us not love with words or
speech but with actions and in truth.
This is how we know that we belong to the truth
and how we set our hearts at rest in his presence:
20

If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is
greater than our hearts, and he knows everything.

Read 1 John 4:7-12
7
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Dear friends, let us love one another, for love
comes from God. Everyone who loves has been
born of God and knows God.
Whoever does not love does not know God,
because God is love.
This is how God showed his love among us: He
sent his one and only Son into the world that we
might live through him.

This is love: not that we loved God, but that he
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for
our sins.
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought
to love one another.
No one has ever seen God; but if we love one
another, God lives in us and his love is made
complete in us.

EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN?
1. a. What is the message referred to in verse 11?

b. To whom and when was this message given?

2. Read Genesis 4:1-12, then compare and contrast the offerings of Cain and Abel and God’s response
to each.

3. What rhetorical question and warning does God give to Cain?

4. a. According to 1 John 3:12, why did Cain murder Abel?
b. Why do you think that Cain murdered Abel?

5. What do you learn from Cain’s example?

6. Why might the world hate believers? What encouragement does Matthew 5:11-12 provide?

7. How do we receive salvation?

8. What is the relationship between loving our brother and salvation?

9. Can a murderer receive eternal life?
10. According to verse 16, what is love?

11. What does it mean to lay down your life for your brother?

12. What sacrifices are you making in order to show love to your brothers?

13. What actions are you taking to meet the material needs of others?

14. What is the difference between loving with words or tongue and with actions and truth? Provide
specific examples of how this applies to your life.

15. What do your actions reflect about the condition of your heart?

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does this MATTER to me?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage:
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO…
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