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 Using This Study 

 

    EXAMINE His Word 

What does God SAY? Open your time with 
prayer. The words God uses to communicate 
matters, so go back and pay close attention to 
the details that are emphasized or repeated in 
the passage. 

 

 EXPLORE His Word 

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the 
text helps surface how the details relate to the 

message God wants to communicate. 

 

 EMBRACE His Word 

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by 
responding to what you discover in His word in 

faith and obedience. 

                  

 

      

 

     

      

 

   

 
 
This week we will study John Chapter 20.  

Over the last 3 months we have studied the 
book of John and now we are at the most 
significant chapter in the book.  John, Mary and 
Thomas all share about their experience 
discovering the risen Lord.  John finds the 
empty tomb, Mary sees the angels and then 
Jesus Himself, Thomas is given the chance to 
place his fingers in Jesus’ wounds.  All 3 give 
us a different piece and perspective and all 3 
are clear that Jesus is alive.  Join us this week 
as we talk about the power of the resurrection 
and its impact on our lives.              

  

 

      

 

June 16, 2024 Vol. 14 Num. 24 

888878332323 

Do You Believe?  
John 20 

Pastor Kirk Gambrell 
Pastor Kirk Gambrell 



 

 

 

JOHN 20   NET 

The Resurrection 

20 Now very early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 

tomb and saw that the stone had been moved away from the entrance. 2 So she went running to 

Simon Peter and the other disciple whom Jesus loved and told them, “They have taken the Lord from 

the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out to 

go to the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple ran faster than Peter and 

reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down and saw the strips of linen cloth lying there, but he did not go 

in. 6 Then Simon Peter, who had been following him, arrived and went right into the tomb. He saw the 

strips of linen cloth lying there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been around Jesus’ head, not lying 

with the strips of linen cloth but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had 

reached the tomb first, came in, and he saw and believed. 9 (For they did not yet understand the 

scripture that Jesus must rise from the dead.) 

Jesus’ Appearance to Mary Magdalene 

10 So the disciples went back to their homes. 11 But Mary stood outside the tomb weeping. As she 

wept, she bent down and looked into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white sitting where 

Jesus’ body had been lying, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are 

you weeping?” Mary replied, “They have taken my Lord away, and I do not know where they have put 

him!” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not 

know that it was Jesus. 
15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Who are you looking for?” Because 

she thought he was the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where 

you have put him, and I will take him.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in 

Aramaic, “Rabboni” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus replied, “Do not touch me, for I have not yet 

ascended to my Father. Go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your 

Father, to my God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene came and informed the disciples, “I have seen 

the Lord!” And she told them what Jesus had said to her. 

Jesus’ Appearance to the Disciples 

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the disciples had gathered together and 

locked the doors of the place because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. Jesus came and stood 

among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his 

hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus said to them again, 

“Peace be with you. Just as the Father has sent me, I also send you.” 22 And after he said this, he 

breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, they are 

forgiven; if you retain anyone’s sins, they are retained.” 

The Response of Thomas 

24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 The 



 

 

 

other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he replied, “Unless I see the wounds from the 

nails in his hands, and put my finger into the wounds from the nails, and put my hand into his side, I 

will never believe it!” 
26 Eight days later the disciples were again together in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and examine my hands. Extend your hand and 

put it into my side. Do not continue in your unbelief, but believe.” 28 Thomas replied to him, “My Lord 

and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are the 

people who have not seen and yet have believed.” 
30 Now Jesus performed many other miraculous signs in the presence of the disciples, which are 

not recorded in this book. 31 But these are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 

 

 

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation) 

What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.   

 
Make 10 of your own observations from this passage.  Avoid jumping to make interpretive 

decisions or drawing applications.  Save those for the sections that follow.  At this point just observe 
this passage and what it says.  Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to 
you.  Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text?  Who is involved in the text?  There is no right or 
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.   

 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 
 
4. 
 
 
5. 
 
 
6. 
 
 
7. 
 
 
8. 
 



 

 

 

 
9. 
 
 
10. 
 
 

 

 Explore His Word (Interpretation) (For Community group discussion) 

What does God MEAN?    

1. What did Mary think happened to Jesus’ body? By whom?  

 

 

 

 

2. Why would John write about running faster than Peter?    

 

 

 
 

3. What do you think John believed in verse 8 and why?  

 

 

 

 

4. When does Mary believe that Jesus is alive?  Why?   

 

 

 

 

5. Does verse 23 suggest that a priest needs to forgive you of your sin?  

 

 

 

 

6. What should we appreciate about Thomas?   

 

 

 



 

 

 

7. Why does Thomas believe?   

  

 

 

 

 

  EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion) 

 Why does this MATTER to me?  

 

 

8. Which person’s account is the most powerful to you, John, Mary or Thomas?  Why?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.  Why should we believe that Jesus is alive?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. How does Jesus’ resurrection impact the way we view this life?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Summarize your thoughts on the passage  

 Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO… 
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