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Studies for making fully devoted followers of Christ

The Little Book and 2 Witnesses
June 18, 2023 Revelation 10-11 Vol. 13 Num. 25
Pastor Kirk Gambrell

Using This Study

O EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

® EXPLORE His Word

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the

message God wants to communicate.

This week we will look at Chapters 10
. and 11 of Revelation. In Chapter 10 John
© EMBRACE His Word describes a little book that is sweet to the taste

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by but makes the stomach bitter. John is told to

responding to what you discover in His word in eat the book and that he will have to prophesy
faith and obedience. again. We are also told that the mystery of God

will be finished. When we get to chapter 11 we
see two witnesses that testify and nobody can
stand against them. When their message is
D OWORE BY HIN WHO LI complete they are killed and left exposed for 3
EOREVER'AND EVER, WHO S days before being given life again. These are
HEAVEN AND EVERYTHING IN IT, THE some of the more confusing chapters of
EARTH AND EVERYTHING IN IT, AND THE Revelation but there are some things that we
SEA AND EVERYTHING IN IT: “THERE WILL can glean from them. Join us this week as we
BE NO MORE DELAY! look at the Word of God and find wisdom and
- REVELATION 10:6 truth in what is to come.

“Loving God, [oving peop[e, making fuuy devoted fo“owers of Christ”



REVELATION 10-11 NASB

The Angel and the Little Book

10 | saw another strong angel coming down out of heaven, clothed with a cloud; and the rainbow was
upon his head, and his face was like the sun, and his feet like pillars of fire; 2and he had in his hand

a little book which was open. He placed his right foot on the sea and his left on the land; 3 and he
cried out with a loud voice, as when a lion roars; and when he had cried out, the seven peals of
thunder uttered their voices. # When the seven peals of thunder had spoken, | was about to write; and
| heard a voice from heaven saying, “Seal up the things which the seven peals of thunder have spoken
and do not write them.” ® Then the angel whom | saw standing on the sea and on the land lifted up
his right hand to heaven, ¢ and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, WHO CREATED HEAVEN AND THE
THINGS IN IT, AND THE EARTH AND THE THINGS IN IT, AND THE SEA AND THE THINGS IN IT, that there will be delay no
longer, 7 but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he is about to sound, then the
mystery of God is finished, as He preached to His servants the prophets.

8 Then the voice which | heard from heaven, | heard again speaking with me, and saying, “Go,
take the book which is open in the hand of the angel who stands on the sea and on the land.” 9So |
went to the angel, telling him to give me the little book. And he *said to me, “Take it and eat it; it will
make your stomach bitter, but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey.” 1°1 took the little book out of
the angel’s hand and ate it, and in my mouth it was sweet as honey; and when | had eaten it, my
stomach was made bitter. ' And they *said to me, “You must prophesy again concerning many
peoples and nations and tongues and kings.”

The Two Withesses

11 Then there was given me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said, “"Get up and measure
the temple of God and the altar, and those who worship in it. 2 Leave out the court which is outside
the temple and do not measure it, for it has been given to the nations; and they will tread under
foot the holy city for forty-two months. 3 And | will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will
prophesy for twelve hundred and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.” 4 These are the two olive trees and
the two lampstands that stand before the Lord of the earth. > And if anyone wants to harm them, fire
flows out of their mouth and devours their enemies; so if anyone wants to harm them, he must be
killed in this way. ® These have the power to shut up the sky, so that rain will not fall during the days
of their prophesying; and they have power over the waters to turn them into blood, and to strike the
earth with every plague, as often as they desire.

"When they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up out of the abyss will make war
with them, and overcome them and kill them. 8 And their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great
city which mystically is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified. ® Those from the
peoples and tribes and tongues and nations will look at their dead bodies for three and a half days,
and will not permit their dead bodies to be laid in a tomb. 1® And those who dwell on the
earth will rejoice over them and celebrate; and they will send gifts to one another, because these two



prophets tormented those who dwell on the earth.

1 But after the three and a half days, the breath of life from God came into them, and they stood
on their feet; and great fear fell upon those who were watching them. 2 And they heard a loud voice
from heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” Then they went up into heaven in the cloud, and their
enemies watched them. 3 And in that hour there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city
fell; seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the rest were terrified and gave glory
to the God of heaven.

14 The second woe is past; behold, the third woe is coming quickly.

The Seventh Trumpet—Christ’s Reign Foreseen

15 Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying,

“The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will
reign forever and ever.” 1® And the twenty-four elders, who sit on their thrones before God, fell on
their faces and worshiped God, 7 saying,

“We give You thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, who are and who were, because You have taken
Your great power and have begun to reign. ® And the nations were enraged, and Your wrath came,
and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward Your bond-servants the
prophets and the saints and those who fear Your name, the small and the great, and to destroy those
who destroy the earth.”

19 And the temple of God which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of His covenant appeared in
His temple, and there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder and an earthquake
and a great hailstorm.

0 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.

Make 10 of your own observations from this passage. Avoid jumping to make interpretive
decisions or drawing applications. Save those for the sections that follow. At this point just observe
this passage and what it says. Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to
you. Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text? Who is involved in the text? There is no right or
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.

1.



10.

® EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?

1. What could it mean that the angel stood on both the land and sea?

2. How is God referred to in 10:6?

3. What does it mean that the mystery of God will be finished?

4. What else is both sweet and bitter like the little book?



5. How long is 42 months? What could this correspond to?

6. What are the witnesses testifying about during the tribulation? Why?

7. Why is the death of the witnesses celebrated?

© EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?

8. What do we learn about God'’s character when He sends witnesses to testify during the
tribulation?

9. Throughout Revelation we see a battle between good and evil. What are they battling over?
What does this mean for us?



Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO...

Sermon Notes



