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Using This Study


EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

This week we start a new summer series
on the book of 1 Thessalonians. This is a
relatively short letter that Paul writes to the
church of Thessalonica. Paul is very thankful
for this church and for their commitment to
Christ. Their commitment can be seen by
others throughout the region. There is a great
deal we can learn about being thankful for
others and what we should be doing so that
others are thankful for us. Join us this week as
we talk about the partnership we have in Jesus
Christ.

“Loving God, loving people, making fully devoted followers of Christ”

1 THESSALONIANS 1 NASB
Thanksgiving for These Believers
1 Paul and Silvanus and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace
to you and peace.
2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in our
prayers; 3 constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our God and
Father, 4 knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you; 5 for our gospel did not come
to you in word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just
as you know what kind of men we proved to be among you for your sake. 6 You also
became imitators of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much tribulation with
the joy of the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia
and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only
in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone forth, so
that we have no need to say anything. 9 For they themselves report about us what kind of
a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and
true God, 10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that
is Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath to come.

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the foregoing
passage.

1. Who is involved in the text? Author, audience, main characters.

2. Where and when is this taking place? Geography and timeline.

3. What actions are carried out or commanded? Look for the verbs.

4. Is there anything repeated?

5. What is emphasized?

6. What other areas of Scripture are directly related to this passage that might help us
understand this passage better?

7. Are there things to be noted that are alike or unalike such as similes and metaphors?

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?
8. How does Paul feel about the church of the Thessalonica?

9. How did the gospel come to the Thessalonians?

10. What do you think makes Paul the most excited about the Thessalonians?

11. What do you think helped turn the Thessalonians from idols?

12. What does Jesus save us from? (v.10) Is this this only thing He saves us from?

13. What is one thing that stands out to you in this passage?

 EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?
14. Paul tells us how thankful he is for the Thessalonians. Who are you thankful for?

15. What should you be doing so that others feel thankful for you the way Paul is thankful for the
Thessalonians?

16. The Thessalonians received the Word during much tribulation. Do you think it is easier or
harder for people to hear the Word during tribulations?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO…
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