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                                      Studies for making fully devoted followers of Christ                
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Using This Study 

 

 EXAMINE His Word 

What does God SAY? Open your time with 
prayer. The words God uses to communicate 
matters, so go back and pay close attention to 
the details that are emphasized or repeated in 
the passage. 
 

 EXPLORE His Word 
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the 
text helps surface how the details relate to the 
message God wants to communicate. 
 

 EMBRACE His Word 
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by 
responding to what you discover in His word in 
faith and obedience. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
In Chapter 15, we see the crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ.  He is taken to the cross to be crucified 
though He was innocent.  He willingly turns 
Himself over offering no defense.  When the 
accusations from the chief priests are levied, He 
remains silent.  The creator of the world and the 
giver of life faces death for the salvation of the 
world.  This is the basis for what we believe as 
Christians.  Jesus, both fully God and fully man, 
gave His life as a ransom for many; the Lord of all 
is sacrificed for the sins of man.  This week we 
look at the eternal victory that is ours because of 
the sacrifice of Jesus.   
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Mark 15:1-39 New English Translation 

 

 
Jesus Brought Before Pilate 
 
1 Early in the morning, after forming a plan, the chief 
priests with the elders and the experts in the law and 
the whole Sanhedrin tied Jesus up, led him away, and 
handed him over to Pilate. 2 So Pilate asked him, “Are 
you the king of the Jews?” He replied, “You say so.”  
3 Then the chief priests began to accuse him 
repeatedly. 4 So Pilate asked him again, “Have you 
nothing to say? See how many charges they are 
bringing against you!” 5 But Jesus made no further 
reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 
 
Jesus and Barabbas 
 
6 During the feast it was customary to release one 
prisoner to the people, whomever they requested. 7 A 
man named Barabbas was imprisoned with rebels who 
had committed murder during an insurrection. 8 Then 
the crowd came up and began to ask Pilate to release a 
prisoner for them, as was his custom. 9 So Pilate asked 
them, “Do you want me to release the king of the 
Jews for you?” 10 (For he knew that the chief priests 
had handed him over because of envy.) 11 But the 
chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release 
Barabbas instead. 12 So Pilate spoke to them again, 
“Then what do you want me to do with the one you 
call king of the Jews?” 13 They shouted back, “Crucify 
him!” 14 Pilate asked them, “Why? What has he done 
wrong?” But they shouted more insistently, “Crucify 
him!” 15 Because he wanted to satisfy the crowd, Pilate 
released Barabbas for them. Then, after he had Jesus 
flogged, he handed him over to be crucified. 
 
Jesus is Mocked 
 
16 So the soldiers led him into the palace (that is, the 
governor’s residence) and called together the whole 
cohort. 17 They put a purple cloak on him and after 
braiding a crown of thorns, they put it on him. 18 They 
began to salute him: “Hail, king of the Jews!” 19 Again 
and again they struck him on the head with a staff and 
spit on him. Then they knelt down and paid homage 
to him. 20 When they had finished mocking him, they 
stripped him of the purple cloak and put his own 
clothes back on him. Then they led him away to 
crucify him. 
 

The Crucifixion 
 
21 The soldiers forced a passerby to carry his cross, 
Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the 
country (he was the father of Alexander and Rufus).  
22 They brought Jesus to a place called Golgotha 
(which is translated, “Place of the Skull”). 23 They 
offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but he did not 
take it. 24 Then they crucified him and divided his 
clothes, throwing dice for them, to decide what each 
would take. 25 It was nine o’clock in the morning when 
they crucified him. 26 The inscription of the charge 
against him read, “The king of the Jews.” 27 And they 
crucified two outlaws with him, one on his right and 
one on his left. 29 Those who passed by defamed him, 
shaking their heads and saying, “Aha! You who can 
destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, 30 save 
yourself and come down from the cross!” 31 In the 
same way even the chief priests—together with the 
experts in the law—were mocking him among 
themselves: “He saved others, but he cannot save 
himself! 32 Let the Christ, the king of Israel, come 
down from the cross now, that we may see and 
believe!” Those who were crucified with him also 
spoke abusively to him. 
 
Jesus’ Death 
 
33 Now when it was noon, darkness came over the 
whole land until three in the afternoon. 34 Around 
three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “Eloi, 
Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my 
God, why have you forsaken me?” 35 When some of 
the bystanders heard it they said, “Listen, he is calling 
for Elijah!” 36 Then someone ran, filled a sponge with 
sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to 
drink, saying, “Leave him alone! Let’s see if Elijah will 
come to take him down!” 37 But Jesus cried out with a 
loud voice and breathed his last. 38 And the temple 
curtain was torn in two, from top to bottom. 39 Now 
when the centurion, who stood in front of him, saw 
how he died, he said, “Truly this man was God’s 
Son!” 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation) 
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the foregoing 

passage. 

 
1. Who is involved in the text?  Author, audience, main characters. 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Where and when is this taking place?  Geography and timeline. 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What actions are carried out or commanded?  Look for the verbs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Is there anything repeated? 
 
 
 
 
 
5. What is emphasized? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Is there anything in these passages that is related to other areas of scripture? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Are there things to be noted that are alike or unalike such as similes and metaphors? 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

  

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation)  (For Community Group discussion) 

What does God MEAN?  
 

8. Why did they release Barabbas instead of Jesus?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
9. If Jesus had come own off the cross like the chief priests and others challenged Him to do, 

would they have believed in him like they said they would?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
10. What does Jesus mean in verse 34 when He says, “God, why have you forsaken me?”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
11. Why was the temple curtain torn in two, what does that signify?   

 
 
 
 
 
 

12. Why does the centurion believe in Jesus after he saw Him die? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

  EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion) 

 Why does this MATTER to me?  

13.  Jesus was called King of the Jews.  Is He really King?  If so, how does that impact your life?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
14. Jesus was ridiculed during the crucifixion.  As His follower, should we expect ridicule as well? 

How have you seen this play out in your life? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
15. At the cross, Jesus secured eternal victory for all who believe.  How does this victory impact 

the way we approach everyday life?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summarize your thoughts on the passage  
 Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO… 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

SERMON NOTES  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


