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 Using This Study 

 

    EXAMINE His Word 

What does God SAY? Open your time with 
prayer. The words God uses to communicate 
matters, so go back and pay close attention to 
the details that are emphasized or repeated in 
the passage. 

 

 EXPLORE His Word 

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the 
text helps surface how the details relate to the 

message God wants to communicate. 

 

 EMBRACE His Word 

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by 
responding to what you discover in His word in 

faith and obedience. 

                   

      

 

           

 

   

 
 
This week we will study the first part of John 

Chapter 19.  Jesus is on trial before Pilate.  At 
times Pilate tries to release Jesus, in part 
because he sees no wrong and in part because 
he was afraid of Him.   The Jewish leaders are 
insistent in asking for Jesus to be crucified.  In 
doing this they even make the statement that 
they have no king but Caesar.  This reveals the 
true heart of the Jewish leaders.  They are not 
concerned with God being their King, they are 
more concerned with their own lifestyle.  Join 
us this week as we talk about who is King of 
our life and how that effects the way we live.         
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JOHN 19:1-16   NET 

Pilate Tries to Release Jesus 

19 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged severely. 2 The soldiers braided a crown of thorns and 

put it on his head, and they clothed him in a purple robe. 3 They came up to him again and again and 

said, “Hail, king of the Jews!” And they struck him repeatedly in the face. 

4 Again Pilate went out and said to the Jewish leaders, “Look, I am bringing him out to you, so that 

you may know that I find no reason for an accusation against him.” 5 So Jesus came outside, wearing 

the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to them, “Look, here is the man!” 6 When the chief 

priests and their officers saw him, they shouted out, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said, “You take 

him and crucify him! Certainly I find no reason for an accusation against him!” 7 The Jewish 

leaders replied, “We have a law, and according to our law he ought to die, because he claimed to be 

the Son of God!” 
8 When Pilate heard what they said, he was more afraid than ever, 9 and he went back into the 

governor’s residence and said to Jesus, “Where do you come from?” But Jesus gave him no 

answer. 10 So Pilate said, “Do you refuse to speak to me? Don’t you know I have the authority to 

release you, and to crucify you?” 11 Jesus replied, “You would have no authority over me at all, unless 

it was given to you from above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of greater 

sin.” 
12 From this point on, Pilate tried to release him. But the Jewish leaders shouted out, “If you release 

this man, you are no friend of Caesar! Everyone who claims to be a king opposes Caesar!” 13 When 

Pilate heard these words he brought Jesus outside and sat down on the judgment seat in the place 

called “The Stone Pavement” (Gabbatha in Aramaic). 14 (Now it was the day of preparation for the 

Passover, about noon.) Pilate said to the Jewish leaders, “Look, here is your king!” 
15 Then they shouted out, “Away with him! Away with him! Crucify him!” Pilate asked, “Shall I 

crucify your king?” The high priests replied, “We have no king except Caesar!” 16 Then Pilate handed 

him over to them to be crucified. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation) 

What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.   

 
Make 10 of your own observations from this passage.  Avoid jumping to make interpretive 

decisions or drawing applications.  Save those for the sections that follow.  At this point just observe 
this passage and what it says.  Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to 
you.  Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text?  Who is involved in the text?  There is no right or 
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.   

 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 
 
4. 
 
 
5. 
 
 
6. 
 
 
7. 
 
 
8. 
 
 
9. 
 
 
10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 Explore His Word (Interpretation) (For Community group discussion) 

What does God MEAN?    

1. Why did Pilate have Jesus flogged?  

 

 

 

 

2. Why was Jesus dressed as the King?   

 

 

 
 

3. What reason was given for crucifying Jesus?  

 

 

 

 

4. What made Pilate more afraid?  Why?  

 

 

 

 

5. Why does Pilate have authority over Jesus?  

 

 

 

 

6. Why was Pilate unable to release Jesus?   

 

 

 

7. What do we learn about the high priests from their statement “we have no king except 

Caesar!”?  

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion) 

 Why does this MATTER to me?  

 

 

8. Pilate claims to have authority to crucify or release Jesus.  Who really has authority of Jesus’ 

life?  Who has authority over our life?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Who is King over your life?  How is this seen by others in your life?    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. What do you think is the main idea of this passage?  How does it apply to your life?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summarize your thoughts on the passage  

 Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO… 
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