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Using This Study


EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

Last week we finished our series on
Genesis and this week we move back to the
New Testament. We will be in the book of
Matthew and looking at selected parables from
the teaching of Jesus as we move to the
crucifixion and resurrection Sunday. In our
passage this week Peter asks Jesus how often
he should forgive others. Jesus answers with a
parable about a slave owner and his slaves.
When the owner forgives one of the slaves he
is set free. However the slave then seeks out a
fellow slave and has zero compassion on his
debt. Through the parable we see many
reasons for the importance of forgiveness. Join
us this week as we look at the difficulty as well
as the benefits to forgiveness. Forgiveness not
only impacts our life but our eternity.

“Loving God, loving people, making fully devoted followers of Christ”

Matthew 18:21-35 (NASB)

Forgiveness

and he seized him and began to choke him, saying,
‘Pay back what you owe.’ 29 So his fellow slave

Then Peter came and said to Him, “Lord, how
often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive
him? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus said to him, “I do
not say to you, up to seven times, but up to seventy
times seven.
23
“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may
be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts
with his slaves. 24 When he had begun to settle them,

fell to the ground and began to plead with him,
saying, ‘Have patience with me and I will repay
you.’ 30 But he was unwilling and went and threw
him in prison until he should pay back what was
owed. 31 So when his fellow slaves saw what had
happened, they were deeply grieved and came and
reported to their lord all that had happened. 32 Then
summoning him, his lord said to him, ‘You wicked
slave, I forgave you all that debt because you

one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought

pleaded with me. 33 Should you not also have had

to him. 25 But since he did not have the means to
repay, his lord commanded him to be sold, along
with his wife and children and all that he had, and
repayment to be made. 26 So the slave fell to the
ground and prostrated himself before him, saying,
‘Have patience with me and I will repay you
everything.’ 27 And the lord of that slave felt
compassion and released him and forgave him
the debt. 28 But that slave went out and found one of

mercy on your fellow slave, in the same way that I
had mercy on you?’ 34 And his lord, moved with
anger, handed him over to the torturers until he
should repay all that was owed him. 35 My heavenly
Father will also do the same to you, if each of you
does not forgive his brother from your heart.”

21

his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii;

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the foregoing
passage.

1. Who is involved in the text? Author, audience, main characters.

2. Where and when is this taking place? Geography and timeline.

3. What actions are carried out or commanded? Look for the verbs.

4. Is there anything repeated?

5. What is emphasized?

6. Is there anything in these passages that is related to other areas of scripture?

7. Are there things to be noted that are alike or unalike such as similes and metaphors?

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?
8. How many times did Jesus say we should forgive?

9. In the parable why did the slave owner forgive the first slave?

10. Why would the first slave be so harsh to the slave that owed him money?

11. How did the other slaves feel about this interaction? Why?

12. Did the slave owner have the right to treat the slave the way he did at the end? Why?

13. What is our instruction in verse 35?

 EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?

14. Is receiving forgiveness dependent on showing forgiveness? How does this relate to salvation
by faith not works?

15. How can our lack of forgiveness effect the church and the kingdom of God?

16. How will God deal with our lack of forgiveness?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO…
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