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Using This Study



EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

This week we will look at the description
that Luke gives about the return of Christ.
There are some parts of this passage in Luke
21 that are confusing, it is not clear which
events are described. What was fulfilled in 70
AD when Jerusalem was destroyed and what
will be fulfilled at the return of Christ. More
importantly, how should we prepare for the
return of Christ? What should we look for, and
how do we know when it is coming? Join us
this week as we look at these questions and
make sure we are prepared to meet Jesus face
to face.

“Loving God, loving people, making fully devoted followers of Christ”

LUKE 21:20-38 NET

The Desolation of Jerusalem
20 “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come near. 21 Then

those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains. Those who are inside the city must depart. Those who are
out in the country must not enter it, 22 because these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. 23 Woe
to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing their babies in those days! For there will be great
distress on the earth and wrath against this people. 24 They will fall by the edge of the sword and be led away as
captives among all nations. Jerusalem will be trampled down by the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are
fulfilled.

The Arrival of the Son of Man
25 “And there will be signs in the sun and moon and stars, and on the earth nations will be in

distress, anxious over the roaring of the sea and the surging waves. 26 People will be fainting from fear and
from the expectation of what is coming on the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they
will see the Son of Man arriving in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 But when these things begin to
happen, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.”

The Parable of the Fig Tree
29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the other trees. 30 When they sprout leaves, you

see for yourselves and know that summer is now near. 31 So also you, when you see these things happening,
know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 I tell you the truth, this generation will not pass away until all these
things take place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.

Be Ready!
34 “But be on your guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the

worries of this life, and that day close down upon you suddenly like a trap. 35 For it will overtake all who live
on the face of the whole earth. 36 But stay alert at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all
these things that must happen, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
37 So every day Jesus was teaching in the temple courts, but at night he went and stayed on the Mount of

Olives. 38 And all the people came to him early in the morning to listen to him in the temple courts.

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the foregoing
passage.

1. Who is involved in the text? Author, audience, main characters.

2. Where and when is this taking place? Geography and timeline.

3. What actions are carried out or commanded? Look for the verbs.

4. Is there anything repeated?

5. What is emphasized?

6. What other areas of Scripture are directly related to this passage that might help us
understand this passage better?

7. Are there things to be noted that are alike or unalike such as similes and metaphors?

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?
8. Why will Jerusalem be destroyed?

9. How long will Jerusalem be in the hands of the Gentiles?

10. How will the Son of Man arrive?

11. What do we learn from the parable of the fig tree?

12. What will never pass away?

13. Who on the earth will be affected by the events described?

 EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?
14. What are we to do at the arrival of the Son of Man?

15. What generation is verse 32 talking about? What events are described? Does this apply to
us?

16. What can we do to be ready?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO…
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