
                                                                                                                               

 

“Loving God, loving people, making fully devoted followers of Christ” 

 

                                      Studies for making fully devoted followers of Christ                

The Parchment 
           

 

  

 

 Using This Study 

 

    EXAMINE His Word 

What does God SAY? Open your time with 
prayer. The words God uses to communicate 
matters, so go back and pay close attention to 
the details that are emphasized or repeated in 
the passage. 

 

 EXPLORE His Word 

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the 
text helps surface how the details relate to the 

message God wants to communicate. 

 

 EMBRACE His Word 

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by 
responding to what you discover in His word in 

faith and obedience. 

 

          

      

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This week we will study the first part of John 

Chapter 18.  The servants of the priest and the 
Roman soldiers went with Judas to arrest 
Jesus.  Jesus does not put up a fight at all and 
even stops Peter from fighting for Him.  After 
Jesus goes willingly, He is questioned by 
Annas.  During this time Peter follows along 
keeping watch.  When He is questioned about 
being a follower of Jesus Peter denies it three 
times, just as Jesus had predicted.  However, 
this denial does not keep Peter from doing the 
work of the Kingdom.  Join us this week as we 
look at Jesus’ willingness to go along with the 
arrest and Peters fall.     
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JOHN 18:1-27   NET 

Betrayal and Arrest 

18 When he had said these things, Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron Valley. There 

was an orchard there, and he and his disciples went into it. 2 (Now Judas, the one who betrayed him, 

knew the place too, because Jesus had met there many times with his disciples.) 3 So Judas obtained a 

squad of soldiers and some officers of the chief priests and Pharisees. They came to the orchard with 

lanterns and torches and weapons. 

4 Then Jesus, because he knew everything that was going to happen to him, came and asked them, 

“Who are you looking for?” 5 They replied, “Jesus the Nazarene.” He told them, “I am he.” (Now Judas, 

the one who betrayed him, was standing there with them.) 6 So when Jesus said to them, “I am he,” 

they retreated and fell to the ground. 7 Then Jesus asked them again, “Who are you looking for?” And 

they said, “Jesus the Nazarene.” 8 Jesus replied, “I told you that I am he. If you are looking for me, let 

these men go.” 9 He said this to fulfill the word he had spoken, “I have not lost a single one of those 

whom you gave me.” 
10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, pulled it out and struck the high priest’s slave, cutting off 

his right ear. (Now the slave’s name was Malchus.) 11 But Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into 

its sheath! Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?” 

Jesus Before Annas 

12 Then the squad of soldiers with their commanding officer and the officers of the Jewish 

leaders arrested Jesus and tied him up. 13 They brought him first to Annas, for he was the father-in-

law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. 14 (Now it was Caiaphas who had advised the Jewish 

leaders that it was to their advantage that one man die for the people.) 

Peter’s First Denial 

15 Simon Peter and another disciple followed them as they brought Jesus to Annas. (Now the other 

disciple was acquainted with the high priest, and he went with Jesus into the high priest’s 

courtyard.) 16 But Peter was left standing outside by the door. So the other disciple who was 

acquainted with the high priest came out and spoke to the slave girl who watched the door, and 

brought Peter inside. 17 The girl who was the doorkeeper said to Peter, “You’re not one of this man’s 

disciples too, are you?” He replied, “I am not.” 18 (Now the slaves and the guards were standing 

around a charcoal fire they had made, warming themselves because it was cold. Peter also was 

standing with them, warming himself.) 

Jesus Questioned by Annas 

19 While this was happening, the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his 

teaching. 20 Jesus replied, “I have spoken publicly to the world. I always taught in the synagogues and 

in the temple courts, where all the Jewish people assemble together. I have said nothing in 



 

 

 

secret. 21 Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said. They know what I said.” 22 When 

Jesus had said this, one of the high priest’s officers who stood nearby struck him on the face and 

said, “Is that the way you answer the high priest?” 23 Jesus replied, “If I have said something 

wrong, confirm what is wrong. But if I spoke correctly, why strike me?” 24 Then Annas sent him, still 

tied up, to Caiaphas the high priest. 

Peter’s Second and Third Denials 

25 Meanwhile Simon Peter was standing in the courtyard warming himself. They said to him, “You 

aren’t one of his disciples too, are you?” Peter denied it: “I am not!” 26 One of the high priest’s slaves, a 

relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, said, “Did I not see you in the orchard with 

him?” 27 Then Peter denied it again, and immediately a rooster crowed. 

 

 

 

 

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation) 

What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.   

 
Make 10 of your own observations from this passage.  Avoid jumping to make interpretive 

decisions or drawing applications.  Save those for the sections that follow.  At this point just observe 
this passage and what it says.  Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to 
you.  Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text?  Who is involved in the text?  There is no right or 
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.   

 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 
 
4. 
 
 
5. 
 
 
6. 
 
 
7. 
 
 
8. 
 



 

 

 

 
9. 
 
 
10. 
 
 
 

 

 Explore His Word (Interpretation) (For Community group discussion) 

What does God MEAN?    

1. Why do you think they fell to the ground? (6) 

 

 

 

 

2. Why does Jesus ask for the others to be let go? (8) 

 

 

 
 

3. Why would Peter attack with the sword? (10) 

 

 

 

 

4. Why would Peter go from attacking with a sword to denying Jesus?  

 

 

 

 

5. Why did the officer strike Jesus? (22) 

 

 

 

 

6. What is the significance of the rooster crowing? (27) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

7. Do Peter’s three clear and blatant denials disqualify him from serving Jesus? Why?  

  

 

 

 

 

  EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion) 

 Why does this MATTER to me?  

 

 

8. What are some things that the church sometimes uses to disqualify people from certain 

positions? Is this right?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Jesus is willing to “drink the cup” the Father has given Him.  Have you ever been in a situation 

where you believe God is asking you to do something that you really don’t want to do?  Explain  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. What do you think is the main idea of this passage?  How does it apply to your life?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summarize your thoughts on the passage  

 Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO… 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

 


