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Using This Study



EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

This week we start a new series on the
book of Exodus. The first chapter tells us about
the slavery that the Israelites endured and how
the Egyptians feared the Israelites growing
numbers. Pharaoh issued new rules to kill the
male children of the Israelites, but the midwives
feared God and did not do it. Then Pharaoh
made a new rule that all the Israelite babies are
to be thrown in the Nile. It is during this time
that Moses is born. His mother makes a basket
and places him in the basket and puts him in
the Nile. Pharaoh’s daughter finds Moses and
takes him in as her own. God has orchestrated
the first step in freeing His people. Join us this
week as we look at how God is in control and
working His plan.

“Loving God, loving people, making fully devoted followers of Christ”

EXODUS 1:1-2:10 NASB

Israel Multiplies in Egypt
1Now these are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt with Jacob; they came each one with his

household: 2Reuben, Simeon, Levi and Judah; 3Issachar, Zebulun and Benjamin; 4Dan and Naphtali, Gad and
Asher. 5All the persons who came from the loins of Jacob were seventy in number, but Joseph was already in
Egypt. 6Joseph died, and all his brothers and all that generation. 7But the sons of Israel were fruitful and
increased greatly, and multiplied, and became exceedingly mighty, so that the land was filled with them.
8Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph. 9He said to his people, “Behold, the people of

the sons of Israel are more and mightier than we. 10Come, let us deal wisely with them, or else they will
multiply and in the event of war, they will also join themselves to those who hate us, and fight against us and
depart from the land.” 11So they appointed taskmasters over them to afflict them with hard labor. And they built
for Pharaoh storage cities, Pithom and Raamses. 12But the more they afflicted them, the more they multiplied
and the more they spread out, so that they were in dread of the sons of Israel. 13The Egyptians compelled the
sons of Israel to labor rigorously; 14and they made their lives bitter with hard labor in mortar and bricks and at
all kinds of labor in the field, all their labors which they rigorously imposed on them.
15Then the king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives, one of whom was named Shiphrah and the other

was named Puah; 16and he said, “When you are helping the Hebrew women to give birth and see them upon the
birthstool, if it is a son, then you shall put him to death; but if it is a daughter, then she shall live.” 17But the
midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt had commanded them, but let the boys live. 18So the
king of Egypt called for the midwives and said to them, “Why have you done this thing, and let the boys
live?” 19The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian women; for they
are vigorous and give birth before the midwife can get to them.” 20So God was good to the midwives, and the
people multiplied, and became very mighty. 21Because the midwives feared God, He established households for
them. 22Then Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, “Every son who is born you are to cast into the Nile,
and every daughter you are to keep alive.”

The Birth of Moses
2:1Now a man from the house of Levi went and married a daughter of Levi. 2The woman conceived and bore

a son; and when she saw that he was beautiful, she hid him for three months. 3But when she could hide him no

longer, she got him a wicker basket and covered it over with tar and pitch. Then she put the child into it and
set it among the reeds by the bank of the Nile. 4His sister stood at a distance to find out what would happen to
him.
5The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the Nile, with her maidens walking alongside the Nile; and

she saw the basket among the reeds and sent her maid, and she brought it to her. 6When she opened it, she saw
the child, and behold, the boy was crying. And she had pity on him and said, “This is one of the Hebrews’
children.” 7Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I go and call a nurse for you from the Hebrew
women that she may nurse the child for you?” 8Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go ahead.” So the girl went
and called the child’s mother. 9Then Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away and nurse him for
me and I will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and nursed him. 10The child grew, and she
brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her son. And she named him Moses, and said, “Because I
drew him out of the water.”
 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.

Make 10 of your own observations from this passage. Avoid jumping to make interpretive
decisions or drawing applications. Save those for the sections that follow. At this point just observe
this passage and what it says. Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to
you. Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text? Who is involved in the text? There is no right or
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?
1. Why are the Hebrews in Egypt?

2. Why do the Egyptians deal harshly with the Hebrews?

3. Do the midwives lie to the king of Egypt?

4. Why does Moses’ mother put him in the Nile?

5. Do you think it is God’s hand that guides Moses to safety? Why?

6. How do you think Moses’ mom felt about giving him up?

 EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?
7. What do you think is the main idea of this passage?

8. God is in control in ways we don’t understand. How can a stronger belief in this help us in the
way we live?

9. What are some areas in your life where it is harder to remember God is in control?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO…
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