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Using This Study


EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

This week we will start chapter 5 of 1st
Timothy. This section has a good deal of
discussion about how to treat widows. Paul
starts of by telling Timothy to treat all different
kinds of people with respect in different ways.
It goes on to specifically address widows,
including the responsibility of family and
responsibility of the church. The broader
principle is how we show love and respect for
those in need. In the context of 1st Timothy this
leads us back to showing love and respect for
the advancement of the Gospel. Join us this
week as we talk about the need to care for all
people reflecting how Christ cares for us.

“Loving God, loving people, making fully devoted followers of Christ”

1 TIMOTHY 5:1-16 NET

Instructions about Specific Groups
1 Do not address an older man harshly but appeal to him as a father. Speak to younger men as

brothers, 2 older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters – with complete purity.
3 Honor widows who are truly in need. 4 But if a widow has children or grandchildren, they should first learn

to fulfill their duty toward their own household and so repay their parents what is owed them. For this is what
pleases God. 5 But the widow who is truly in need, and completely on her own, has set her hope on God and
continues in her pleas and prayers night and day. 6 But the one who lives for pleasure is dead even while she
lives. 7 Reinforce these commands, so that they will be beyond reproach. 8 But if someone does not provide for
his own, especially his own family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
9 No widow should be put on the list unless she is at least sixty years old, was the wife of one

husband, 10 and has a reputation for good works: as one who has raised children, practiced hospitality, washed
the feet of the saints, helped those in distress – as one who has exhibited all kinds of good works. 11 But do not
accept younger widows on the list, because their passions may lead them away from Christ and they will desire
to marry, 12 and so incur judgment for breaking their former pledge. 13 And besides that, going around from
house to house they learn to be lazy, and they are not only lazy, but also gossips and busybodies, talking about
things they should not. 14 So I want younger women to marry, raise children, and manage a household, in order
to give the adversary no opportunity to vilify us. 15 For some have already wandered away to follow Satan. 16 If
a believing woman has widows in her family, let her help them. The church should not be burdened, so that it
may help the widows who are truly in need.

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the foregoing
passage.

1. Who is involved in the text? Author, audience, main characters.

2. Where and when is this taking place? Geography and timeline.

3. What actions are carried out or commanded? Look for the verbs.

4. Is there anything repeated?

5. What is emphasized?

6. What other areas of Scripture are directly related to this passage that might help us
understand this passage better?

7. Are there things to be noted that are alike or unalike such as similes and metaphors?

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?
8. Who’s responsibility is it to care for older widows?

9. What is the responsibility of the widow?

10. What do you think the list in verse 9 is referring to?

11. Summarize Paul’s instruction for the younger widow?

12. What is the principal behind the instruction in verse 14?

13. How can the church be burdened with helping in verse 16?

 EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?
14. In this section Paul seems to instruct us to provide help to those that are deserving. Should
we structure assistance this way?

15. In this section Paul instructs Timothy to address different groups of people in different ways in
order to show respect. Why is this important for the advancement of the gospel?

16. What do you believe is the key principle in this passage?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO…
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