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Using This Study


EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

This week we are looking at the 3rd
chapter of 1 Timothy. In this chapter Paul
instructs Timothy about the qualifications for the
office of overseer and deacon. Overseer is
commonly referred to as elder today. Timothy
is given an extensive list of qualifications that
should be looked for in a person seeking this
position. The overseer or deacon is someone
that is mature in the faith and will be a good
representative of Christ and His work. Not
everyone needs to be an overseer or deacon,
but all believers should strive for the maturity
that is listed here. We are all called to be His
representatives and should desire to represent
Him well. Join us this week as we seek to
understand what true maturity in Christ looks
like.

“Loving God, loving people, making fully devoted followers of Christ”

1 TIMOTHY 3:1-16 NET

Qualifications for Overseers and Deacons
1 This saying is trustworthy: “If someone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a good work.” 2 The

overseer then must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable,
hospitable, an able teacher, 3 not a drunkard, not violent, but gentle, not contentious, free from the love of
money. 4 He must manage his own household well and keep his children in control without losing his
dignity. 5 But if someone does not know how to manage his own household, how will he care for the church of
God? 6 He must not be a recent convert or he may become arrogant and fall into the punishment that the devil
will exact. 7 And he must be well thought of by those outside the faith, so that he may not fall into disgrace and
be caught by the devil’s trap.
8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not two-faced, not given to excessive drinking, not greedy for

gain, 9 holding to the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 And these also must be tested first and
then let them serve as deacons if they are found blameless. 11 Likewise also their wives must be dignified, not
slanderous, temperate, faithful in every respect. 12 Deacons must be husbands of one wife and good managers
of their children and their own households. 13 For those who have served well as deacons gain a good standing
for themselves and great boldness in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.

Conduct in God’s Church
14 I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these instructions to you 15 in case I am delayed, to let you

know how people ought to conduct themselves in the household of God, because it is the church of the living
God, the support and bulwark of the truth. 16 And we all agree, our religion contains amazing revelation:
He was revealed in the flesh,
vindicated by the Spirit,
seen by angels,
proclaimed among Gentiles,
believed on in the world,
taken up in glory.

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the foregoing
passage.

1. Who is involved in the text? Author, audience, main characters.

2. Where and when is this taking place? Geography and timeline.

3. What actions are carried out or commanded? Look for the verbs.

4. Is there anything repeated?

5. What is emphasized?

6. What other areas of Scripture are directly related to this passage that might help us
understand this passage better?

7. Are there things to be noted that are alike or unalike such as similes and metaphors?

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?
8. Is it good for someone to want to be an Elder or Deacon?

9. List the characteristics of an overseer?

10. Why do you think Timothy is given this list of characteristics for overseers?

11. What condition of the heart is revealed in the description of overseer and deacon?

12. What does it mean to hold to the mystery of the faith in verse 9?

13. In what way should deacons be tested?

14. What is the difference between overseer and deacon?

 EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?
15. If a person meets all the qualifications listed for overseer except one, does this mean they are
not permitted to serve?

16. Is the description of overseer and deacon something we should all strive to live up to even if
we are not going to be an overseer or deacon?

17. Currently our church operates by having Elders (overseers), but we have not named deacons.
Should we name deacons based on this passage?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO…
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