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Using This Study

... for all have sinned and fall shoxt
of the glory of God, and are jus

O EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

® EXPLORE His Word

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the

message God wants to communicate.

_ This week we will be looking at the second
© EMBRACE His Word part of Romans 3. Paul has been very clear in
pointing out the sin of mankind so far in the
book. Finaly the good news comes to light.
Jesus has brought redemption through His
blood. Itis not by our work or by our effort in
keeping the Law but by the grace of God
through faith in Him that we are made
righteous. Join us this week as we talk about
the redemption that Jesus offers in restoring us
to relationship with our creator God.

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

“Loving God, [oving peop[e, mak'mg ﬁ/l[[y devoted fouowevs of Christ”



ROMANS 3:21-31 NASB

Justification by Faith

21 But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been manifested, being witnessed by the Law
and the Prophets, ?? even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe;
for there is no distinction; 2*for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified as a

gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus; 2> whom God displayed publicly

as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in

the forbearance of God He passed over the sins previously committed; 26 for the demonstration, | say, of
His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in
Jesus.

2"\Where then is boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? Of works? No, but by a law of

faith. 2 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from works of the Law. %° Or is God the God of
Jews only? Is He not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, ¥ since indeed God who will justify
the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith is one.

31 Do we then nullify the Law through faith? May it never be! On the contrary, we establish the Law.



0 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.

Make 10 of your own observations from this passage. Avoid jumping to make interpretive
decisions or drawing applications. Save those for the sections that follow. At this point just observe
this passage and what it says. Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to
you. Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text? Who is involved in the text? There is no right or
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.

1.

10.



® Explore His Word (Interpretation) (For Community group discussion)
What does God MEAN?

1. According to the Jews of Paul’s day how does one become righteous?

2. Paul emphasizes there is no difference between Jew and Gentile. How might this idea have
been radical for both Jewish and Gentile communities at the time?

3. Why is verse 23 important in our understanding of salvation?

4. What does it mean to be justified by grace?

5. Explain what redemption in Christ means as if you were talking to someone that has never

been to church?

6. How does Jesus’ blood demonstrate God’s righteousness?

7. How is the Law established (31) through faith in Christ?



© EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?

8. If we are justified by faith apart from the Law why do our deeds matter?

9. This is a very important section when it comes to understanding salvation by faith. In your own
words list the key points that Paul makes and why they are important?



Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO...
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