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 Using This Study 

 

    EXAMINE His Word 

What does God SAY? Open your time with 
prayer. The words God uses to communicate 
matters, so go back and pay close attention to 
the details that are emphasized or repeated in 
the passage. 

 

 EXPLORE His Word 

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the 
text helps surface how the details relate to the 

message God wants to communicate. 

 

 EMBRACE His Word 

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by 
responding to what you discover in His word in 

faith and obedience. 

       

Abraham believed God and it was credited to 

him as righteousness. Romans 4:3 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
This week we will be studying Romans 

Chapter 4.  This chapter looks at how we are 
justified before God.  It points out that even in 
the Old Testament Abraham was not 
considered righteous because he kept the law 
but because he believed.  Our righteousness 
comes from faith in Christ because He has 
made the sacrifice to pay the price for our sins.  
We are not righteous by our deeds but by the 
deeds of Christ when He went to the cross.  
Join us this week as we see that it is God who 
makes it possible for us to be righteous in His 
sight.                        
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ROMANS 4  NASB 

 
 
Justification by Faith Evidenced in Old Testament 
 
4 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found? 2 For if Abraham 
was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture 
say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 4 Now to the one who works, 
his wage is not credited as a favor, but as what is due. 5 But to the one who does not work, but believes in 
Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness, 6 just as David also speaks of the 
blessing on the man to whom God credits righteousness apart from works: 
7 “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, 
And whose sins have been covered. 
8 “Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will not take into account.” 
9 Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? For we say, “Faith was credited to 
Abraham as righteousness.” 10 How then was it credited? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? 
Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised; 11 and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness of the faith which he had while uncircumcised, so that he might be the father of all who 
believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be credited to them, 12 and the father of 
circumcision to those who not only are of the circumcision, but who also follow in the steps of the faith of 
our father Abraham which he had while uncircumcised. 
13 For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was not through 
the Law, but through the righteousness of faith. 14 For if those who are of the Law are heirs, faith is made 
void and the promise is nullified; 15 for the Law brings about wrath, but where there is no law, there also is 
no violation. 
16 For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be 
guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the 
faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, 17 (as it is written, “A father of many nations have I made you”) 
in the presence of Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and calls into being that 
which does not exist. 18 In hope against hope he believed, so that he might become a father of many 
nations according to that which had been spoken, “So shall your descendants be.” 19 Without becoming 
weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since he was about a hundred years 
old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb; 20 yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in 
unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, 21 and being fully assured that what God had 
promised, He was able also to perform. 22 Therefore it was also credited to him as 
righteousness. 23 Now not for his sake only was it written that it was credited to him, 24 but for our sake 
also, to whom it will be credited, as those who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 
dead, 25 He who was delivered over because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our 
justification. 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation) 

What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.   

 
Make 10 of your own observations from this passage.  Avoid jumping to make interpretive 

decisions or drawing applications.  Save those for the sections that follow.  At this point just observe 
this passage and what it says.  Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to 
you.  Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text?  Who is involved in the text?  There is no right or 
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.   

 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 
 
4. 
 
 
5. 
 
 
6. 
 
 
7. 
 
 
8. 
 
 
9. 
 
 
10. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 Explore His Word (Interpretation) (For Community group discussion) 

What does God MEAN?    

1. How is Abraham made righteous?    

 

 

 

2. What does Paul point out as the difference between being credited as righteous by faith and 

being credited through works?  (4-5)     

 

 

 
 

3. Why does Paul emphasize that Abraham was justified before he was circumcised?    

 

 

 

 

4. What point is Paul trying to make by saying that the law brings about wrath? (15) 

 

 

 

5.  What is meant by “hope against hope” and how does it relate to Abraham’s faith? (18)  

 

 

 

 

6. What is being credited to the one who believes?  How does this work?    

 

 

 

 

7. In verse 24 when Paul says for our sake also, who is he referring to? 

 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

  EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion) 

 Why does this MATTER to me?  

 

8. Abraham was asked to have faith in a seemingly impossible situation.  Why do you think God 

gives seemingly impossible situations and ask us to have faith? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. What are some practical steps for us to take when facing a seemingly impossible situation?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. What do you think is Paul’s main idea in this chapter and how does it best apply to your life?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Summarize your thoughts on the passage  

 Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO… 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

 


