
                                                                                                                               

 

“Loving God, loving people, making fully devoted followers of Christ” 
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 Using This Study 

 

    EXAMINE His Word 

What does God SAY? Open your time with 
prayer. The words God uses to communicate 
matters, so go back and pay close attention to 
the details that are emphasized or repeated in 
the passage. 

 

 EXPLORE His Word 

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the 
text helps surface how the details relate to the 

message God wants to communicate. 

 

 EMBRACE His Word 

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by 
responding to what you discover in His word in 

faith and obedience. 

 

 

      

 

              

 

  

  

 

 This week we are studying 1st Corinthians 
12.  There are 2 major themes in the chapter 
that fit closely together.  The chapter starts of 
telling us about spiritual gifts.  Each person that 
has the Spirit has gifting from the Spirit.  These 
gifts vary from person to person, but we are all 
equipped to serve the body of Christ in some 
way.  Then the chapter talks about the body.  
The body of Christ is made up of individuals 
that are all gifted differently and work together, 
just like our physical body has different parts all 
working together. Join us this week as we see 
how we are all one body in Christ, made up of 
unique people, for the purpose of doing the 
work of the Kingdom.                
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1 CORINTHIANS 12   NASB 

The Use of Spiritual Gifts 

12 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware. 2 You know that when 

you were pagans, you were led astray to the mute idols, however you were led. 3 Therefore I make 

known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, 

“Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the 

same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons. 7 But 

to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given the 

word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same 

Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to 

another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of 

spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one 

and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills. 
12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, 

though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into 

one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
14 For the body is not one member, but many. 15 If the foot says, “Because I am not a hand, I am 

not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of the body. 16 And if the ear says, 

“Because I am not an eye, I am not a part of the body,” it is not for this reason any the less a part of 

the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole were hearing, 

where would the sense of smell be? 18 But now God has placed the members, each one of them, in the 

body, just as He desired. 19 If they were all one member, where would the body be? 20 But now there 

are many members, but one body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; or 

again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the contrary, it is much truer that the 

members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary; 23 and those members of the body 

which we deem less honorable, on these we bestow more abundant honor, and our less presentable 

members become much more presentable, 24 whereas our more presentable members have no 

need of it. But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which 

lacked, 25 so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care 

for one another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member 

is honored, all the members rejoice with it. 
27 Now you are Christ’s body, and individually members of it. 28 And God has appointed in the 

church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, 

helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues. 29 All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, 

are they? All are not teachers, are they? All are not workers of miracles, are they? 30 All do not have 

gifts of healings, do they? All do not speak with tongues, do they? All do not interpret, do 

they? 31 But earnestly desire the greater gifts. 

 

 



 

 

 

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation) 

What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.   

 
Make 10 of your own observations from this passage.  Avoid jumping to make interpretive 

decisions or drawing applications.  Save those for the sections that follow.  At this point just observe 
this passage and what it says.  Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to 
you.  Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text?  Who is involved in the text?  There is no right or 
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.   

 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 
 
4. 
 
 
5. 
 
 
6. 
 
 
7. 
 
 
8. 
 
 
9. 
 
 
10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation)  (For Community Group discussion) 

What does God MEAN?  
 

 

 
1. Can non-believers say the words “Jesus is Lord”?  What is the meaning of verse 3?   

 

 

 

 

2. Why is the manifestation of the Spirit given? (7) 

 

 

 

 

3. What gifts are listed in this passage as coming from the Spirit?  (8-10) 

 

 

 

 

4. Why are we given different gifts?    

 
 
 
 
5. What types of people could Paul be talking about when he says some members of the body 

might seem to be weaker but are necessary?   

 

 

 

 

6. What does Paul mean when he says if one member suffers all the members suffer?  

 

 

 

 

7. What are the greater gifts we should desire?  Why?    

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion) 

 Why does this MATTER to me?  

 

 

8. Can you give an example of one member of the body telling another member that they are not 

useful or less valuable?  

 

 

 

 

 

9. What Spiritual gifts are needed in today’s American church?       

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. What is the main point of Chapter 12?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Summarize your thoughts on the passage  

 Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO… 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

 


