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Using This Study

O EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

® EXPLORE His Word

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

This week we will be looking at Romans 3.
© EMBRACE His Word In the first part of Romans 3 Paul makes 2 main
points. First, everyone is convicted by the Law
and unrighteous before God. This means we
all have a sin problem that we must deal with
and no one is exempt from the problem.
Second Paul tells us that the Law points out
sin. Because we have the Law we are able to
understand our unrighteousness before God.
Join us this week as we talk about the purpose
of the Law and overcoming our sin problem.

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in

faith and obedience.
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ROMANS 3:1-20 NASB

All the World Guilty

3 Then what advantage does the Jew have? Or what is the benefit of circumcision? 2 Great in every
respect. First, that they were entrusted with the actual words of God. 3What then? If some did not believe,
their unbelief will not nullify the faithfulness of God, will it? 4 Far from it! Rather, God must prove to be true,
though every person be found a liar, as it is written:

“So that You are justified in Your words,

And prevail when You are judged.”

5But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we say? The God who
inflicts wrath is not unrighteous, is He? (I am speaking from a human viewpoint.) é Far from it!

For otherwise, how will God judge the world? ” But if through my lie the truth of God abounded to His
glory, why am | also still being judged as a sinner? 8 And why not say (just as we are slanderously reported
and as some claim that we say), “Let’s do evil that good may come of it”? Their condemnation is deserved.
9What then? Are we better than they? Not at all; for we have already charged that both Jews and Greeks
are all under sin; as it is written:

“There is no righteous person, not even one;

1 There is no one who understands,

There is no one who seeks out God,;

12They have all turned aside, together they have become corrupt;

There is no one who does good,

There is not even one.”

13“Their throat is an open grave,

With their tongues they keep deceiving,”

“The venom of asps is under their lips”;

14“Their mouth is full of cursing and bitterness”;

15“Their feet are swift to shed blood,

16 Destruction and misery are in their paths,

17 And they have not known the way of peace.”

18“There is no fear of God before their eyes.”

19 Now we know that whatever the Law says, it speaks to those who are under the Law, so that every
mouth may be closed and all the world may become accountable to God; ° because by the works of the
Law none of mankind will be justified in His sight; for through the Law comes knowledge of sin.



0 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.

Make 10 of your own observations from this passage. Avoid jumping to make interpretive
decisions or drawing applications. Save those for the sections that follow. At this point just observe
this passage and what it says. Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to
you. Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text? Who is involved in the text? There is no right or
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.

1.

10.



® Explore His Word (Interpretation) (For Community group discussion)
What does God MEAN?

1. What advantage does the Jew have?

2. How does Paul reconcile God's faithfulness with human unfaithfulness? (3:3-4) What does this
say about God's character and the nature of His promises?

3. If no one is righteous why do our deeds matter?

D

. Why is it important for us to have the Law?

5. What role does the Law play in salvation?

6. Why is it important for Paul to establish that all of mankind is sinful?

7. Considering the cultural and religious divide between Jews and Gentiles in Paul's time, how
does his message in this passage seek to unify these groups under a common belief?



© EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?

8. If all are under sin, how does this affect our understanding of moral accountability? Can we be
held responsible for our actions if all are inherently sinful?

9. Is it useful for us to point out to people that God sees them as sinful? When might this be
beneficial and when is it not?

10.What do you think is the main point that is being made in this passage and how can you apply
it this week?



Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO...
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