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Using This Study



EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

This week we will finish Luke chapter 16.
This is a very interesting section of Scripture
that gives us a glimpse into heaven and hell.
There is a rich man that ends up in Hell and a
poor man named Lazarus that goes to be
beside Abraham in Heaven. The rich man calls
to Abraham from Hell and has two different
requests. Neither of these requests are
granted by Abraham. The two requests do give
us some insight into the mind-set of the man in
Hell. The idea of heaven and hell are intriguing
to us because we have not been able to see or
experience either one. Join us this week as we
talk about the glimpses that God gives us and
how they should effect our lives.

“Loving God, loving people, making fully devoted followers of Christ”

LUKE 16:19-31 NET

The Rich Man and Lazarus
19 “There was a rich man who dressed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every

day. 20 But at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus whose body was covered with sores, 21 who longed to
eat what fell from the rich man’s table. In addition, the dogs came and licked his sores.
22 “Now the poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was

buried. 23 And in hell, as he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far off with Lazarus at his
side. 24 So he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in
water and cool my tongue, because I am in anguish in this fire.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that in
your lifetime you received your good things and Lazarus likewise bad things, but now he is comforted here and
you are in anguish. 26 Besides all this, a great chasm has been fixed between us, so that those who want to cross
over from here to you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27 So the rich man said, ‘Then I beg
you, father – send Lazarus to my father’s house 28 (for I have five brothers) to warn them so that they don’t
come into this place of torment.’ 29 But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they must respond
to them.’ 30 Then the rich man said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will
repent.’ 31 He replied to him, ‘If they do not respond to Moses and the prophets, they will not be convinced
even if someone rises from the dead.’”

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the foregoing
passage.

1. Who is involved in the text? Author, audience, main characters.

2. Where and when is this taking place? Geography and timeline.

3. What actions are carried out or commanded? Look for the verbs.

4. Is there anything repeated?

5. What is emphasized?

6. What other areas of Scripture are directly related to this passage that might help us
understand this passage better?

7. Are there things to be noted that are alike or unalike such as similes and metaphors?

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?
8. What is the first request the rich man makes once he is in hell?

9. Why is Abraham unable to fulfill the request?

10. Does the passage say why the rich man is in hell and Lazarus is not?

11. What is the second request made by the rich man?

12. How does Abraham respond to the second request? What does this foreshadow?

13. Who seems to get to choose where the rich man’s brothers go?

 EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?
14. Are Heaven and Hell real places where souls will reside forever? Why do you think it is hard
for some people to believe Hell is real?

15. Do you find it interesting that the rich man never asked to leave Hell? Why do you think he
did not ask?

16. As Christians, do you think it is good to talk about Heaven and Hell to non-Christians? What
are some of the pros and cons?

17. What is the main point of Jesus’ parable?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO…
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