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Using This Study

O EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

® EXPLORE His Word

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the

message God wants to communicate.

© EMBRACE His Word

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.
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This week we will be studying the second
part of Romans 1. In this section Paul takes a
hardline stance against sin. Before he
addresses sin he declares that our
righteousness comes from faith. It is important
for us as Christians to remember we are no
better than the worst of sinners. We are all in
desperate need of righteousness that comes
from faith. Following that, Paul clearly calls out
sin. When God turns people over to their sin
because they have turned from Him, it shows
us how harmful and destructive sin is in our
lives. Join us this week as we talk about the
blessing of righteousness from our faith and the
importance of us fleeing from sin.

“Loving God, [oving peop[e, mak'mg fu“y devoted fo“owevs of Christ”



ROMANS 1:16-32 NASB

18 For | am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to
the Jew first and also to the Greek. '’ For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is
written: “But the righteous one will live by faith.”

Unbelief and Its Consequences

'8 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of people
who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, ' because that which is known about God is evident within
them; for God made it evident to them. 2° For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, that s,
His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, being understood by what has been
made, so that they are without excuse. ?' For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God
or give thanks, but they became futile in their reasonings, and their senseless hearts were

darkened. % Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 2 and they exchanged the glory of the incorruptible
God for an image in the form of corruptible mankind, of birds, four-footed animals, and crawling creatures.
24 Therefore God gave them up to vile impurity in the lusts of their hearts, so that their bodies would

be dishonored among them. 2> For they exchanged the truth of God for falsehood, and worshiped and
served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

26 For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged natural relations
for that which is contrary to nature, > and likewise the men, too, abandoned natural relations with women
and burned in their desire toward one another, males with males committing shameful acts and receiving
in their own persons the due penalty of their error.

28 And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a depraved mind, to do those
things that are not proper, ° people having been filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness,

greed, and evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, and malice; they are gossips, ** slanderers, haters of God,
insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, 3! without understanding,
untrustworthy, unfeeling, and unmerciful; 3 and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who
practice such things are worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also approve of those who
practice them.



0 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.

Make 10 of your own observations from this passage. Avoid jumping to make interpretive
decisions or drawing applications. Save those for the sections that follow. At this point just observe
this passage and what it says. Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to
you. Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text? Who is involved in the text? There is no right or
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.

1.

10.



® Explore His Word (Interpretation) (For Community group discussion)
What does God MEAN?

1. Why would Paul be ashamed of the gospel?

2. What aspects of the gospel give it power?

3. What sets people apart as righteous? How does this work?

4. How is the wrath of God revealed? Where do we see it?

5. Can anyone make the excuse, | never heard about Jesus?

6. What does God turn the people over to? Is this a punishment? Explain

7. Considering the context of Romans, why might Paul have chosen to start his letter with such a
strong condemnation of sin? What could be his rhetorical strategy in addressing both Jews and
Gentiles in Rome?



© EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?

8. When it comes to evangelism, why is it important for us to be clear about where our
righteousness comes from?

9. How do we balance the need to love all people, showing them grace, with the need to stand
firm in our beliefs? Consider v. 32 that addresses those who approve of those who practice
such things.

10.What do you think is the main point that is being made in this passage?



Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO...
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