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Using This Study



EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

This week we will start the book of
Philippians. In the introduction of the book Paul
states that He and Timothy are writing to the
saints in Philippi. He expresses great joy about
praying for them because of their partnership in
the gospel. He also prays for them to grow in
their knowledge and depth of insight. The
reason given for this prayer is so that they will
be able to decern what is best. Join us this
week as we talk about being the strongest
partners in the gospel through a growing
knowledge and depth of insight.

“Loving God, loving people, making fully devoted followers of Christ”

PHILIPPIANS1:1-11 NIV
1Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus,

To all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with the overseers and deacons:
2Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Thanksgiving and Prayer
3I thank my God every time I remember you. 4In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with

joy 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 6being confident of this, that he who
began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.
7It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains

or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 8God can testify how I long
for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.
9And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10so

that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11filled with
the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory and praise of God.

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.

Make 10 of your own observations from this passage. Avoid jumping to make interpretive
decisions or drawing applications. Save those for the sections that follow. At this point just observe
this passage and what it says. Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to
you. Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text? Who is involved in the text? There is no right or
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?

1. Who is Paul writing to?

2. Describe how Paul feels about the people he is writing to?

3. What brings Paul joy? Why do you think this brings him joy?

4. How are they partners with Paul?

5. How can their love abound more and more with knowledge and depth of insight?

6. How are they able to decide what is best? Is this different than God simply stating what is
best?

 EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?

7. Are there people you regularly pray for as partners in the gospel? Is there anyone that you
may want to add to that list?

8. Paul is excited about his partners in the gospel. What can you do so that people share that
same excitement about being a partner in the gospel with you?

9. What do you think is the main idea of this passage?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO…
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