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Using This Study



EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

This week we will look at Luke chapter
16 and the parable of the clever steward. In
this parable Jesus tells His disciples about a
clever steward that uses his position to secure
his future. It would be easy to misunderstand
the parable and think that Jesus is commending
dishonesty. However, that is not the case at all.
Jesus is pointing out how people of this world
are often clever in their dealings with each
other and we can learn from their forward
thinking and resourcefulness. The steward
uses his current position to find favor with
others to secure his future. In the same way
we should use the worldly wealth that has been
entrusted to us to do the work of the Kingdom
and ensure an eternal impact. Join us this
week as we talk about how we can be faithful
with a little so that we can be faithful with much.

“Loving God, loving people, making fully devoted followers of Christ”

LUKE 16:1-18 NET

The Parable of the Clever Steward
1 Jesus also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who was informed of accusations that his

manager was wasting his assets. 2 So he called the manager in and said to him, ‘What is this I hear about
you? Turn in the account of your administration, because you can no longer be my manager.’ 3 Then the
manager said to himself, ‘What should I do, since my master is taking my position away from me? I’m not
strong enough to dig, and I’m too ashamed to beg. 4 I know what to do so that when I am put out of
management, people will welcome me into their homes.’ 5 So he contacted his master’s debtors one by one. He
asked the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 The man replied, ‘A hundred measures of olive oil.’ The
manager said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to another, ‘And how
much do you owe?’ The second man replied, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ The manager said to him, ‘Take
your bill, and write eighty.’ 8 The master commended the dishonest manager because he acted shrewdly. For the
people of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their contemporaries than the people of light. 9 And I tell
you, make friends for yourselves by how you use worldly wealth, so that when it runs out you will be
welcomed into the eternal homes.
10 “The one who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and the one who is dishonest in a very

little is also dishonest in much. 11 If then you haven’t been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will
entrust you with the true riches? 12 And if you haven’t been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will
give you your own? 13 No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”

More Warnings about the Pharisees
14 The Pharisees (who loved money) heard all this and ridiculed him. 15 But Jesus said to them, “You are the

ones who justify yourselves in men’s eyes, but God knows your hearts. For what is highly prized among men is
utterly detestable in God’s sight.
16 “The law and the prophets were in force until John; since then, the good news of the kingdom of God has

been proclaimed, and everyone is urged to enter it. 17 But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for
one tiny stroke of a letter in the law to become void.

18 “Everyone who divorces his wife and marries someone else commits adultery, and the one who marries a

woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.
 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the foregoing
passage.

1. Who is involved in the text? Author, audience, main characters.

2. Where and when is this taking place? Geography and timeline.

3. What actions are carried out or commanded? Look for the verbs.

4. Is there anything repeated?

5. What is emphasized?

6. What other areas of Scripture are directly related to this passage that might help us
understand this passage better?

7. Are there things to be noted that are alike or unalike such as similes and metaphors?

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?
8. Why did the manager lose his job?

9. What did the manager do as the rich man was removing him?

10. Why did the manager decrease what others owed his master?

11. Who do the characters represent?

12. Why did the master commend the dishonest manager?

13. How did the Pharisees view wealth?

 EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?
14. What can we gain by being a good steward of worldly wealth? Does this principle apply to
anything other than money?

15. Using this parable, how should we use our worldly wealth?

16. How can we have a healthy view of money?

17. How might verse 10 help you in making decisions?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO…
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