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Using This Study



EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

This week we’ll take a look at Isaiah
30:1-26. In this passage we see Israel
willingly choose to trust Egypt for protection
in spite of all God has done for them and
delivered them from. Because of this, God
lays out a series of consequences that will
befall Israel for her betrayal, and tells them
that their hope for protection from Egypt will
bring nothing but shame and humiliation.
But God shows His kind, loving heart even
in this. He then tells Israel how He waits to
show them mercy and guide them back on
righteous paths, if only they’d cry out to Him.
Join us this week as we discover how we
can access the forgiveness and mercy God
waits to show us.

“Loving God, loving people, making fully devoted followers of Christ”

ISAIAH 30:1-26

Condemnation of the Egyptian Alliance
30 Woe to the rebellious children! This is the LORD’s declaration. They carry out a plan, but not mine;
they make an alliance, but against my will, piling sin on top of sin. 2 Without asking my advice they set
out to go down to Egypt in order to seek shelter under Pharaoh’s protection and take refuge in Egypt’s
shadow. 3 But Pharaoh’s protection will become your shame, and refuge in Egypt’s shadow your
humiliation. 4 For though his princes are at Zoan and his messengers reach as far as Hanes, 5 everyone
will be ashamed because of a people who can’t help. They are of no benefit, they are no help; they are
good for nothing but shame and disgrace.
6

A pronouncement concerning the animals of the Negev:

Through a land of trouble and distress, of lioness and lion, of viper and flying serpent, they carry their
wealth on the backs of donkeys and their treasures on the humps of camels, to a people who will not
help them. 7 Egypt’s help is completely worthless; therefore, I call her: Rahab Who Just Sits. 8 Go now,
write it on a tablet in their presence and inscribe it on a scroll; it will be for the future, forever and ever.
9
They are a rebellious people, deceptive children, children who do not want to listen to the LORD’s
instruction. 10 They say to the seers, “Do not see,” and to the prophets, “Do not prophesy the truth to us.
Tell us flattering things. Prophesy illusions. 11 Get out of the way! Leave the pathway. Rid us of the Holy
One of Israel.” 12 Therefore the Holy One of Israel says: “Because you have rejected this message and
have trusted in oppression and deceit, and have depended on them, 13 this iniquity of yours will be
like a crumbling gap, a bulge in a high wall whose collapse will come in an instant—suddenly! 14 Its
collapse will be like the shattering of a potter’s jar, crushed to pieces, so that not even a fragment of
pottery will be found among its shattered remains— no fragment large enough to take fire from a
hearth or scoop water from a cistern.” 15 For the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, has said: “You will be
delivered by returning and resting; your strength will lie in quiet confidence. But you are not willing.”
16
You say, “No! We will escape on horses”— therefore you will escape!— and, “We will ride on fast
horses”— but those who pursue you will be faster. 17 One thousand will flee at the threat of one, at the
threat of five you will flee, until you remain like a solitary pole on a mountaintop or a banner on a hill.
The LORD’s Mercy to Israel
18

Therefore the LORD is waiting to show you mercy, and is rising up to show you compassion, for
the LORD is a just God. All who wait patiently for him are happy.
19

For people will live on Zion in Jerusalem. You will never weep again; he will show favor to you at the
sound of your outcry; as soon as he hears, he will answer you. 20 The Lord will give you meager bread
and water during oppression, but your Teacher will not hide any longer. Your eyes will see your
Teacher, 21 and whenever you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear this command behind
you: “This is the way. Walk in it.” 22 Then you will defile your silver-plated idols and your gold-plated
images. You will throw them away like menstrual cloths, and call them filth.

23

Then he will send rain for your seed that you have sown in the ground, and the food, the produce of
the ground, will be rich and plentiful. On that day your cattle will graze in open pastures. 24 The oxen and
donkeys that work the ground will eat salted fodder scattered with winnowing shovel and
fork. 25 Streams flowing with water will be on every high mountain and every raised hill on the day of
great slaughter when the towers fall. 26 The moonlight will be as bright as the sunlight, and the sunlight
will be seven times brighter—like the light of seven days—on the day that the LORD bandages his
people’s injuries and heals the wounds he inflicted.

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the foregoing
passage.

1. Who is involved in the text? Author, audience, main characters.

2. Where and when is this taking place? Geography and timeline.

3. What actions are carried out or commanded? Look for the verbs.

4. Is there anything repeated?

5. What is emphasized?

6. What other areas of Scripture are directly related to this passage that might help us
understand this passage better?

7. Are there things to be noted that are alike or unalike such as similes and metaphors?

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?

8. Why does God chastise Israel for their alliance with Egypt?

9. Why does God tell Israel the consequences of allying with Egypt? Why not just let it happen?

10. What are the rewards of “returning and resting” with God? Will they be immediate or are they
coming in the future?

11. Why does God mention the Teacher? what does His role look like for us today?

12. Why does God use metaphors of nature and wildlife?

 EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?

13. What can we expect when we don’t return to the Lord?

14. Are there “Egyptians” in your life that you’ve allied with?

15. How can we remain on the path of peace God offers and not slip back into old ways?

16. How can we share this message to others? What are some highlights that would encourage
someone to come to God?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO…
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