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Using This Study

O EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to

the details that are emphasized or repeated in In the beginning,
the passage. God created the

® EXPLORE His Word heavens and the earth.
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the Genesis 1:1

text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

© EMBRACE His Word

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

This week we will be starting a new series on
the book of Genesis. This first week, we see the
creation of the world and the creation of mankind.
God gives mankind a purpose and a job to do.
We are not just put here to live as we want. God
has given us life for a reason. We are instructed
to rule over the earth as His representative. We
are created in God’s image and expected to
represent Him. How can each of us represent
God well in our individual lives?
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Genesis 1:1 - 2:3 (NASB)
The Creation

1 In the beginning God created the heavens
and the earth. ? The earth was formless and
void, and darkness was over the surface of the
deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over
the surface of the waters. * Then God said, “Let
there be light”; and there was light. * God saw
that the light was good; and God separated the
light from the darkness. ° God called the light
day, and the darkness He called night.

And there was evening and there was morning,
one day.

® Then God said, “Let there be an expanse
in the midst of the waters, and let it separate
the waters from the waters.”  God made
the expanse, and separated the waters which
were below the expanse from the waters which
were above the expanse; and it was so.  God
called the expanse heaven. And there was
evening and there was morning, a second day.

® Then God said, “Let the waters below the
heavens be gathered into one place, and let the
dry land appear”; and it was so. *° God called
the dry land earth, and the gathering of the
waters He called seas; and God saw that it was
good. ! Then God said, “Let the earth

sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit

trees on the earth bearing fruit after their
kind with seed in them”; and it was so. > The
earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding
seed after their kind, and trees bearing fruit with
seed in them, after their kind; and God saw that
it was good. ' There was evening and there
was morning, a third day.

* Then God said, “Let there be lights in

the expanse of the heavens to separate the day
from the night, and let them be for signs and
for seasons and for days and years; **>and let
them be for lights in the expanse of the
heavens to give light on the earth”; and it was
s0.'® God made the two great lights,

the greater light to govern the day, and the
lesser light to govern the night; He made the
stars also. " God placed them in the expanse
of the heavens to give light on the

earth, *®and to govern the day and the night,
and to separate the light from the darkness;
and God saw that it was good. '° There was
evening and there was morning, a fourth day.

2 Then God said, “Let the waters teem with
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly
above the earth in the open expanse of the
heavens.” > God created the great sea
monsters and every living creature that moves,
with which the waters swarmed after their kind,
and every winged bird after its kind; and God
saw that it was good.?” God blessed them,
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the
earth.” 2 There was evening and there was
morning, a fifth day.

24 Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth
living creatures after their kind: cattle and
creeping things and beasts of the earth
after their kind”; and it was so. > God made
the beasts of the earth after their kind, and the
cattle after their kind, and everything that
creeps on the ground after its kind; and God
saw that it was good.

% Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our
image, according to Our likeness; and let
them rule over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all



the earth, and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth.” % God created man in His
own image, in the image of God He created
him; male and female He created them. 2 God
blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it;
and rule over the fish of the sea and over the
birds of the sky and over every living thing

that moves on the earth.” ?° Then God said,
“Behold, | have given you every plant yielding
seed that is on the surface of all the earth, and
every tree which has fruit yielding seed; it shall
be food for you;*’ and to every beast of the
earth and to every bird of the sky and to every
thing that moves on the earth which has life, |
have given every green plant for food”; and it

was so. *! God saw all that He had made, and
behold, it was very good. And there was
evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

The Creation of Man and Woman

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were
completed, and all their hosts.? By the seventh
day God completed His work which He had
done, and He rested on the seventh day from
all His work which He had done.® Then God
blessed the seventh day and sanctified it,
because in it He rested from all His work which
God had created and made.

0 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the foregoing

passage.

1. Who is involved in the text? Author, audience, main characters.

2. Where and when is this taking place? Geography and timeline.

3. What actions are carried out or commanded? Look for the verbs.



4. Is there anything repeated?

5. What is emphasized?

6. Is there anything in these passages that is related to other areas of scripture?

7. Are there things to be noted that are alike or unalike such as similes and metaphors?

® EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?

8. In whose image did God make mankind, verse 26, and what does that mean?

9. What responsibilities did God give to man?



10. What did God think of His creation? Do you think it is different today?

11. Why is the seventh day important?

© EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?

12. What is the primary purpose of man?

13. How can you be intentional about being a good representative of God?

14. How are you carrying out the responsibilities given to man?



Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO...

SERMON NOTES



