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© EXAMINE His Word HOI IQF/ ey
What does God SAY? Open your time with O3/
prayer. The words God uses to communicate WE WITL

matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

® EXPLORE His Word

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

This week we will finish the book of Joshua
by looking at Chapter 24. Joshua challenges
©® EMBRACE His Word the people pf Israel to comm_it to following the
Lord. He gives them a warning because he
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by knows it will be difficult and he encourages
responding to what you discover in His word in them to remember and stand by their
faith and obedience. commitment. Join us this week as we talk
about our commitment to the Lord and how it
impacts our lives.

“Loving God, [ov'mg peop[e, mak[ng ful“y devoted foﬂowers of Christ”



JOSHUA 24 NASB

“We Will Serve the Lord”

14“Now, therefore, fear the Lord and serve Him in sincerity and truth; and put away the gods which your
fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. 1®If it is disagreeable in your sight to
serve the Lord, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers
served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for
me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”

16 The people answered and said, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve other

gods; 1 for the Lord our God is He who brought us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, from the
house of bondage, and who did these great signs in our sight and preserved us through all the way in
which we went and among all the peoples through whose midst we passed. 1 The Lord drove out from
before us all the peoples, even the Amorites who lived in the land. We also will serve the Lord, for He is our
God.”

19 Then Joshua said to the people, “You will not be able to serve the Lord, for He is a holy God. He is a
jealous God; He will not forgive your transgression or your sins. 2 If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign
gods, then He will turn and do you harm and consume you after He has done good to you.” 2 The people
said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve the Lord.” 22 Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against
yourselves that you have chosen for yourselves the Lord, to serve Him.” And they said, "We are

witnesses.” 23 “Now therefore, put away the foreign gods which are in your midst, and incline your hearts to
the Lord, the God of Israel.” 24 The people said to Joshua, “We will serve the Lord our God and we will obey
His voice.” 2° So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made for them a statute and an
ordinance in Shechem. 26 And Joshua wrote these words in the book of the law of God; and he took a large
stone and set it up there under the oak that was by the sanctuary of the Lord. 27 Joshua said to all the
people, “Behold, this stone shall be for a witness against us, for it has heard all the words of the Lord which
He spoke to us; thus it shall be for a witness against you, so that you do not deny your God.” 2 Then
Joshua dismissed the people, each to his inheritance.

Joshua’s Death and Burial

29|t came about after these things that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died, being one
hundred and ten years old. 3% And they buried him in the territory of his inheritance in Timnath-serah,
which is in the hill country of Ephraim, on the north of Mount Gaash.

31|srael served the Lord all the days of Joshua and all the days of the elders who survived Joshua, and had
known all the deeds of the Lord which He had done for Israel.

32 Now they buried the bones of Joseph, which the sons of Israel brought up from Egypt, at Shechem, in
the piece of ground which Jacob had bought from the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for one
hundred pieces of money; and they became the inheritance of Joseph’s sons. 33 And Eleazar the son of
Aaron died; and they buried him at Gibeah of Phinehas his son, which was given him in the hill country of
Ephraim.



0 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.

Make 10 of your own observations from this passage. Avoid jumping to make interpretive
decisions or drawing applications. Save those for the sections that follow. At this point just observe
this passage and what it says. Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to
you. Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text? Who is involved in the text? There is no right or
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.

1.

10.



® Explore His Word (Interpretation) (For Community group discussion)
What does God MEAN?

1. What choice does Joshua give the people in verses 14-15?

2. What reason do the people give for their choice?

3. What does Joshua mean in verse 197

4. Would you say the people of Israel had good intentions in their covenant? Explain

5. Does Israel keep the covenant? Give examples

6. Why does Joshua set up the stone?

7. How long does Isreal serve the Lord? Why do you think they turn away?



© EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?

8. Joshua gives the people a clear choice with a covenant. Is the choice we have different than
theirs, if so how?

9. Will God hold us accountable in the same way when our actions to not match what we claim to
choose? Explain the difference

10.What is the main point of this passage and how does it apply to you today?



Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO...
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