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Using This Study

O EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

® EXPLORE His Word

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the

message God wants to communicate.

© EMBRACE His Word

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in

faith and obedience.

LET NO ONE DECEIVE HIMSELF. IF

ANY OF YOU THINKS HE IS WISE IN

THIS AGE, HE SHOULD BECOME A
FOOL, SO THAT HE MAY BECOME
WISE.
=1 CORINTHIANS 3:18

SPIV»R—'I’:T"LJLAL
MATU RITY

This week we will be looking at
1 Corinthians chapter 3. In this passage Paul
talks about the difference between being young
in the faith and maturity in the faith. He first
describes it as drinking milk before being ready
for solid food. He then goes on to talk about
work that will be rewarded versus work that will
be burned up with fire. Join us this week as we
talk about what true maturity in Christ looks like.

“Loving God, [oving peop[e, making fuuy devoted fo“owers of Christ”



1 CORINTHIANS 3 NASB

3 And |, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in
Christ. 21 gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even
now you are not yet able, 3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are
you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men? 4 For when one says, “l am of Paul,” and
another, "I am of Apollos,” are you not mere men?

> What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord
gave opportunity to each one. ®| planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. 7 So then
neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God who causes the

growth. @ Now he who plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his own reward
according to his own labor. ? For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.

10 According to the grace of God which was given to me, like a wise master builder | laid a foundation,
and another is building on it. But each man must be careful how he builds on it. ' For no man can lay
a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 2 Now if any man builds on the
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, ' each man'’s work will become
evident; for the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the
quality of each man’s work. If any man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a
reward. 1° If any man'’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; but he himself will be saved, yet so as
through fire.

16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 17 If any
man destroys the temple of God, God will destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, and that is what
you are.

18 | et no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he is wise in this age, he must
become foolish, so that he may become wise. 1 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before
God. For it is written, “He is THE ONE WHO CATCHES THE WISE IN THEIR CRAFTINESS”; 2% and again, “THE LORD
KNOWS THE REASONINGS of the wise, THAT THEY ARE USELESS.” 21 So then let no one boast in men. For all
things belong to you, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or things
present or things to come; all things belong to you, 2 and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to
God.



0 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.

Make 10 of your own observations from this passage. Avoid jumping to make interpretive
decisions or drawing applications. Save those for the sections that follow. At this point just observe
this passage and what it says. Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to
you. Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text? Who is involved in the text? There is no right or
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.

1.

10.



® EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?

1. What is Paul referring to when he says milk to drink vs. solid food?

no

What is the evidence given for walking in the flesh, not in Christ?

3. What does it mean for one to water and another to plant?

4. Why does Paul refer to them as God’s field and God’s building?

5. What is the reward in verses 8 and 147

6. How does the fire test each person’s work? What is it testing for?

~

What happens to the one that thinks he is wise?



© EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?

8. What are some examples of how you can live in maturity, eating solid food?

9. How can you do work in your life that will not be burned up with fire?

10. What is Paul’s main point in this passage? How does that impact you this week?



Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Werite about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO...
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