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    Last week, we learned the Israelites were deceived 

into making a treaty with the Gibeonites.  Realizing 

their deception, Israel enslaved the Gibeonites as 

woodchoppers and water carriers instead of driving 

them out as God commanded.   

     In this week’s lesson, Chapter 10, God empowers 

Israel to fight seven successful battles resulting in 

gaining complete control over southern Canaan.   

      In the first battle Verses 1-28, we see the defeat 

of five Amorite kings. In this battle, the Lord assured 

Joshua of victory by performing two supernatural 

miracles...sending a hailstorm on the Amorite 

warriors and lengthening the day so that the Israel’s 

victory was complete. 

       In the remaining battles Verses 29-43, we see the 

destruction of the southern Amorite alliance 

consisting of Makkadeh, Libnah. Lachish, Eglon, 

Hebron and Debir.  

      All of Israel’s victories were orchestrated by God, 

allowing Israel to drive a wedge between the northern 

and southern territories of Canaan, destroying any 

unified opposition from others.  

       If you are currently involved in a personal battle, 

then call out to God for help. It will be victory for His 

glory! 

       

 

Using This Study 

    EXAMINE His Word 

What does God SAY? Open your time with 
prayer. The words God uses to communicate 
matters, so go back and pay close attention to 
the details that are emphasized or repeated in 
the passage. 
 

 EXPLORE His Word 

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the 
text helps surface how the details relate to the 

message God wants to communicate. 

 

 EMBRACE His Word 

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by 
responding to what you discover in His word in 

faith and obedience. 
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Joshua 10 – ESV 

The Sun Stands Still 

    1 As soon as Adoni-zedek, king of Jerusalem, heard how Joshua had captured Ai and had devoted it to 

 destruction, doing to Ai and its king as he had done to Jericho and its king, and how the inhabitants of Gibeon 

 had made peace with Israel and were among them, 2 he feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, like 

 one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, and all its men were warriors. 3 So Adoni-zedek 

  king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron, to Piram king of Jarmuth, to Japhia king of Lachish, and to  

  Debir king of Eglon, saying, 4 “Come up to me and help me, and let us strike Gibeon. For it has made peace with 

  Joshua and with the people of Israel.” 5 Then the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of  

  Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon, gathered their forces and went up with  

  all their armies and encamped against Gibeon and made war against it.  

       6 And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the camp in Gilgal, saying, “Do not relax your hand from your 

  servants. Come up to us quickly and save us and help us, for all the kings of the Amorites who dwell in the 

  hill country are gathered against us.” 7 So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him, 

  and all the mighty men of valor. 8 And the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not fear them, for I have given them 

  into your hands. Not a man of them shall stand before you.” 9 So Joshua came upon them suddenly, having 

  marched up all night from Gilgal. 10 And the LORD threw them into a panic before Israel, who struck them  

  with a great blow at Gibeon and chased them by the way of the ascent of Beth-horon and struck them as far  

  as Azekah and Makkedah. 11 And as they fled before Israel, while they were going down the ascent of Beth- 

  horon, the LORD threw down large stones from heaven on them as far as Azekah, and they died. There were  

  more who died because of the hailstones than the sons of Israel killed with the sword.  

      12 At that time Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD gave the Amorites over to the sons of Israel, 

  and he said in the sight of Israel, “Sun, stand still at Gibeon, and moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.”  

     13 And the sun stood still, and the moon stopped, until the nation took vengeance on their enemies. Is this not 

  written in the Book of Jashar? The sun stopped in the midst of heaven and did not hurry to set for about a  

  whole day. 14 There has been no day like it before or since, when the LORD heeded the voice of a man, for the  

   LORD fought for Israel.  

     15 So Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.  

Five Amorite Kings Executed 

    16 These five kings fled and hid themselves in the cave at Makkedah. 17 And it was told to Joshua, “The five  

 kings have been found, hidden in the cave at Makkedah.” 18 And Joshua said, “Roll large stones against the  

 mouth of the cave and set men by it to guard them, 19 but do not stay there yourselves. Pursue your enemies;  

 attack their rear guard. Do not let them enter their cities, for the LORD your God has given them into your  



 

 

 

 hand.” 20 When Joshua and the sons of Israel had finished striking them with a great blow until they were  

 wiped out, and when the remnant that remained of them had entered the fortified cities, 21 then all the  

 people returned safe to Joshua in the camp at Makkedah. Not a man moved his tongue against any of the  

 people of Israel.  

    22 Then Joshua said, “Open the mouth of the cave and bring those five kings out to me from the cave.” 23 And  

 they did so, and brought those five kings out to him from the cave, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron,  

 the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. 24 And when they brought those kings out to  

 Joshua, Joshua summoned all the men of Israel and said to the chiefs of the men of war who had gone with 

 him, “Come near; put your feet on the necks of these kings.” Then they came near and put their feet on their  

 necks. 25 And Joshua said to them, “Do not be afraid or dismayed; be strong and courageous. For thus the LORD 

 will do to all your enemies against whom you fight.” 26 And afterward Joshua struck them and put them to 

 death, and he hanged them on five trees. And they hung on the trees until evening. 27 But at the time of the  

 going down of the sun, Joshua commanded, and they took them down from the trees and threw them into the  

 cave where they had hidden themselves, and they set large stones against the mouth of the cave, which remain 

 to this very day. 28 As for Makkedah, Joshua captured it on that day and struck it, and its king, with the edge  

 of the sword. He devoted to destruction every person in it; he left none remaining. And he did to the king  

 of Makkedah just as he had done to the king of Jericho.  

Conquest of Southern Canaan 

    29 Then Joshua and all Israel with him passed on from Makkedah to Libnah and fought against Libnah. 30 And  

 the LORD gave it also and its king into the hand of Israel. And he struck it with the edge of the sword, and every 

 person in it; he left none remaining in it. And he did to its king as he had done to the king of Jericho.  

     31 Then Joshua and all Israel with him passed on from Libnah to Lachish and laid siege to it and fought against  

  it. 32 And the LORD gave Lachish into the hand of Israel, and he captured it on the second day and struck it with 

 the edge of the sword, and every person in it, as he had done to Libnah. 33 Then Horam king of Gezer came up to 

 help Lachish. And Joshua struck him and his people, until he left none remaining.  

    34 Then Joshua and all Israel with him passed on from Lachish to Eglon. And they laid siege to it and fought 

 against it. 35 And they captured it on that day, and struck it with the edge of the sword. And he devoted every 

 person in it to destruction that day, as he had done to Lachish.  

     36 Then Joshua and all Israel with him went up from Eglon to Hebron. And they fought against it 37 and captured 

 it and struck it with the edge of the sword, and its king and its towns, and every person in it. He left none 

 remaining, as he had done to Eglon, and devoted it to destruction and every person in it.  

     38 Then Joshua and all Israel with him turned back to Debir and fought against it 39 and he captured it with its 

  king and all its towns. And they struck them with the edge of the sword and devoted to destruction every 

  person in it; he left none remaining. Just as he had done to Hebron and to Libnah and its king, so he did to 

  Debir and to its king.  



 

 

 

     40 So Joshua struck the whole land, the hill country and the Negeb and the lowland and the slopes, and all their 

   kings. He left none remaining, but devoted to destruction all that breathed, just as the LORD God of Israel  

   commanded. 41 And Joshua struck them from Kadesh-barnea as far as Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, as 

   far as Gibeon. 42 And Joshua captured all these kings and their land at one time, because the LORD God of 

   Israel fought for Israel. 43 Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal. 

 

 

 

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation) 

What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.   

 
Make 10 of your own observations from these passages.  Avoid jumping to make interpretive decisions 
or drawing applications.  Save those for the sections that follow.  At this point just observe this passage 
and what it says.  Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to you.  Look at 
the verbs, what actions are in the text?  Who is involved in the text?  There is no right or wrong answer, 
just list 10 things you see in the text.   
 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 
 
4. 
 
5. 
 
 
6. 
 
 
7. 
 
 
8. 
 
 
9. 
 
 
10. 
  
 



 

 

 

 
 

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion) 

What does God MEAN?  
  

 
1. In Verses 1-5, five kings wage war against the city of Gibeon.  List the names of these five kings. 

Why did they wage war against Gibeon? 

 

 

 

2. In Verses 6-9, when Joshua goes to help Gibeon, what two things did God say to him? 

 

 
 

3. In Verses 10-11, how did God assist Joshua and his warriors during the battle? 

 
 
 
4. In Verses 12-15, what was Joshua’s request in his prayer to God? How would you explain this 

event to a skeptic? 

 

 

5. In Verses 16-21, after their defeat, where did the five confederate kings hide?  What were 

Joshua’s instructions to his men? 

 

 

 

6. In Verses 22-24, why did Joshua instruct his men to “place their feet on the necks” of the five 

kings before they were executed.  What is the significance of this act? 

 
 
 
7. In Verses 25-27, why do you think Joshua told his men not be “afraid or dismayed” in executing 

the five kings? 

 
 
 
8. In Verse 28, what other town was defeated by Joshua and the Israelites? 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
9. In Verse 29-39, the Israelites defeated six more cities.  List these: 

  
 
 
10. In Verses 40-42, Joshua and the Israelites defeated the cities of the South as God commanded.  

Why were they so victorious? 

 
 

 

11. As you have studied Chapter 10, what do you think the main emphasis is: (a) military battles; (b) 

spiritual battles; (c) the power of prayer; or (d) miracles by God.  Give reason(s) for your decision. 

 
 
 

  EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion) 

 Why does this MATTER to me?  

 

 

12. When God gives you a ministry or a calling, do you pursue it with perseverance? 

 

 

 

13. What battles are you currently engaged in that necessitates God help? 

 

 

 

14. Name three lessons about spiritual warfare you learn from Joshua 10. 

 

 

Summarize your thoughts on the passage  

 Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO… 

 

  

Sermon Outline and Notes    

 

 

 

 


