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 Using This Study 

 

    EXAMINE His Word 

What does God SAY? Open your time with 
prayer. The words God uses to communicate 
matters, so go back and pay close attention to 
the details that are emphasized or repeated in 
the passage. 

 

 EXPLORE His Word 

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the 
text helps surface how the details relate to the 

message God wants to communicate. 

 

 EMBRACE His Word 

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by 
responding to what you discover in His word in 

faith and obedience. 

         

 

  

 

 

       

 

 
 
This week we will be studying the Gospel of 

John 3:1-21.  In this section Nicodemus, who is 
one of the Jewish religious leaders, goes to 
Jesus to ask questions about what Jesus is 
teaching.  It is in this section of Scripture we 
find some of the clearest explanations about 
who Jesus is and why He came to earth.  Join 
us this week as we talk about Jesus and His 
offer of eternal life.               
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JOHN 3:1-21  NET 

 

Conversation with Nicodemus 

 

3 Now a certain man, a Pharisee named Nicodemus, who was a member of the Jewish ruling 

council, 2 came to Jesus at night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come 

from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus 

replied, “I tell you the solemn truth, unless a person is born from above, he cannot see the kingdom of 

God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter his mother’s 

womb and be born a second time, can he?” 
5 Jesus answered, “I tell you the solemn truth, unless a person is born of water and spirit, he cannot enter 

the kingdom of God. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be 

amazed that I said to you, ‘You must all be born from above.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it will, and you 

hear the sound it makes, but do not know where it comes from and where it is going. So it is with everyone 

who is born of the Spirit.” 
9 Nicodemus replied, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus answered, “Are you the teacher of Israel and yet 

you don’t understand these things? 11 I tell you the solemn truth, we speak about what we know and testify 

about what we have seen, but you people do not accept our testimony. 12 If I have told you people about 

earthly things and you don’t believe, how will you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has 

ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just 

as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 so that everyone 

who believes in him may have eternal life.” 
16 For this is the way God loved the world: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in 

him will not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but that the world should be saved through him. 18 The one who believes in him is not 

condemned. The one who does not believe has been condemned already, because he has not believed in 

the name of the one and only Son of God. 19 Now this is the basis for judging: that the light has come into 

the world and people loved the darkness rather than the light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For 

everyone who does evil deeds hates the light and does not come to the light, so that their deeds will not 

be exposed. 21 But the one who practices the truth comes to the light, so that it may be plainly evident that 

his deeds have been done in God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation) 

What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.   

 
Make 10 of your own observations from this passage.  Avoid jumping to make interpretive 

decisions or drawing applications.  Save those for the sections that follow.  At this point just observe 
this passage and what it says.  Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to 
you.  Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text?  Who is involved in the text?  There is no right or 
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.   

 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 
 
4. 
 
 
5. 
 
 
6. 
 
 
7. 
 
 
8. 
 
 
9. 
 
 
10. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 Explore His Word (Interpretation) (For Community group discussion) 

What does God MEAN?    

1. In one or two sentences what do you believe about God?    

 

 

 

 

2. What do you believe about the Bible?     

 

 

 
 

3. In John 3 a man named Nicodemus comes to ask Jesus about eternal life.  Do you believe in 

life after death?   

 

 

 

 

4. Assuming God offers life after death, how do you think we earn this privilege?  

 

 

 

 

5. As Jesus talks with Nicodemus what does He explain is required for eternal life? 

 

 

 

 

6. How does Jesus explain that God’s love has been revealed?  

 

 

 

 

7. How does this passage explain why God sent His Son Jesus?    

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

  EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion) 

 Why does this MATTER to me?  

 

8. What questions do you have about Jesus’ conversation with Nicodemus?       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. What may have surprised you about this passage?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. What do you think is the main point that is being made in this passage?    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Summarize your thoughts on the passage  

 Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO… 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

 


