
                                                                                                                               

 

“Loving God, loving people, making fully devoted followers of Christ” 

 

                                      Studies for making fully devoted followers of Christ                

The Parchment 
          

 

  

 

 Using This Study 

 

    EXAMINE His Word 

What does God SAY? Open your time with 
prayer. The words God uses to communicate 
matters, so go back and pay close attention to 
the details that are emphasized or repeated in 
the passage. 

 

 EXPLORE His Word 

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the 
text helps surface how the details relate to the 

message God wants to communicate. 

 

 EMBRACE His Word 

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by 
responding to what you discover in His word in 

faith and obedience. 

 

          

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 This week we are studying the 4th chapter 
of 1 Corinthians.  This is a passage teaching 
about some of the ways for servants of Christ to 
live glorifying God.  He talks about not judging 
others and living in humility without boasting.  
Paul goes on to tell of the humble 
circumstances that the apostles are in and how 
they can glorify God with their lives.  Join us 
this week as we seek to live honoring all that 
Christ as instructed.           
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1 CORINTHIANS 4   NASB 

Servants of Christ 

4 Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2 In 

this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy. 3 But to me it is a very 

small thing that I may be examined by you, or by any human court; in fact, I do not even examine 

myself. 4 For I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; but the one who 

examines me is the Lord. 5 Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until 

the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the 

motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come to him from God. 

6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, so 

that in us you may learn not to exceed what is written, so that no one of you will become arrogant in 

behalf of one against the other. 7 For who regards you as superior? What do you have that you did 

not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it? 
8 You are already filled, you have already become rich, you have become kings without us; and 

indeed, I wish that you had become kings so that we also might reign with you. 9 For, I think, God has 

exhibited us apostles last of all, as men condemned to death; because we have become a spectacle to 

the world, both to angels and to men. 10 We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are prudent in 

Christ; we are weak, but you are strong; you are distinguished, but we are without honor. 11 To this 

present hour we are both hungry and thirsty, and are poorly clothed, and are roughly treated, and are 

homeless; 12 and we toil, working with our own hands; when we are reviled, we bless; when we 

are persecuted, we endure; 13 when we are slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become as the 

scum of the world, the dregs of all things, even until now. 
14 I do not write these things to shame you, but to admonish you as my beloved children. 15 For if 

you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus 

I became your father through the gospel. 16 Therefore I exhort you, be imitators of me. 17 For this 

reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, and he will 

remind you of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every church. 18 Now some 

have become arrogant, as though I were not coming to you. 19 But I will come to you soon, if the Lord 

wills, and I shall find out, not the words of those who are arrogant but their power. 20 For the kingdom 

of God does not consist in words but in power. 21 What do you desire? Shall I come to you with a rod, 

or with love and a spirit of gentleness? 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation) 

What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.   

 
Make 10 of your own observations from this passage.  Avoid jumping to make interpretive 

decisions or drawing applications.  Save those for the sections that follow.  At this point just observe 
this passage and what it says.  Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to 
you.  Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text?  Who is involved in the text?  There is no right or 
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.   

 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 
 
4. 
 
 
5. 
 
 
6. 
 
 
7. 
 
 
8. 
 
 
9. 
 
 
10. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation)  (For Community Group discussion) 

What does God MEAN?  
 

 

 
1. How does Paul want to be regarded?   

 

 

 

 

2. Why is Paul not concerned about how other people view him?    

 

 

 

 

3.  What does Paul say about judging others?  

 

 

 

 

4. What is Paul’s reasoning for not boasting?  

 

 

 

 

5. Why do you think the apostles have become a spectacle, being hungry, poorly clothed, and 

homeless?  

 
 
 
 
6.  Why does Paul write these things?  (14) 

 

 

 

 

7. What about his life does Paul want them to imitate?   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion) 

 Why does this MATTER to me?  

 

 

8. As a church we have to judge what life styles are honoring to God and which are dishonoring.  

How do we do that and avoid judging like Paul tells us?      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. In what ways is boasting destructive?  How do we avoid this?        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10.    What is Paul’s main point in this passage?  How does that impact you this week?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Summarize your thoughts on the passage  

 Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO… 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon Notes  

 


