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Using This Study

O EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

_ * who was declared the Son/of God.
® EXPLORE His Word head

power by the resurrection from:
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the ot

text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

This week we will begin a study of the book
© EMBRACE His Word of Romans. In Romans 1 Paul introduces
himself as an apostle of Jesus and that he is
called to preach to Gentiles, Greeks and
barbarians. Paul is encouraged by the faith of
the Romans and prays for and rejoices in them
regularly. We can learn from Paul’s
commitment to the gospel and his desire to
preach it to all people. Join us this week as we
look at the introduction of the letter to the
Romans and see how we too can encourage
others and be encouraged in community.

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

“Loving God, [oving peop[e, mak'mg ﬁ/l“y devoted fouowevs of Christ”



ROMANS 1:1-15 NASB
The Gospel Exalted

1 Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2which

He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son, who was

born of a descendant of David according to the flesh, #who was declared the Son of God with power by
the resurrection from the dead, according to the Spirit of holiness, Jesus Christ our Lord, ° through whom
we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for
His name’s sake, ®among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ;

"to all who are beloved of God in Rome, called as saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

8First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, because your faith is being proclaimed throughout
the whole world. ° For God, whom | serve in my spirit in the preaching of the gospel of His Son, is my
witness as to how unceasingly | make mention of you, '°always in my prayers making request, if perhaps
now at last by the will of God | may succeed in coming to you. ' For | long to see you so that | may impart
some spiritual gift to you, that you may be established; ' that is, that | may be encouraged together with
you while among you, each of us by the other's faith, both yours and mine. 3| do not want you to be
unaware, brethren, that often | have planned to come to you (and have been prevented so far) so that |
may obtain some fruit among you also, even as among the rest of the Gentiles. 1 am under obligation
both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and to the foolish. ™ So, for my part, | am eager

to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome.



0 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.

Make 10 of your own observations from this passage. Avoid jumping to make interpretive
decisions or drawing applications. Save those for the sections that follow. At this point just observe
this passage and what it says. Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to
you. Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text? Who is involved in the text? There is no right or
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.

1.

10.



® Explore His Word (Interpretation) (For Community group discussion)
What does God MEAN?

1. Who is writing the book of Romans?

2. What authority does the author have?

3. Why would Paul mention that Jesus was a descendant of David?

4. How does the resurrection declare Jesus to be the Son of God?

5. Why is Paul thankful for the Romans?

6. Why does Paul want to visit the Romans?

7. Why is Paul eager to preach the gospel in Rome?



© EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?

8. When Paul says he is under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to the wise and
to the foolish, what does he imply about the inclusivity of the gospel message? In what
situations does this become important for us today?

9. Paul seeks to be mutually encouraged by their faith. Discuss the importance of community
and mutual encouragement in Spiritual growth?

10.What do you think is the main point that is being made in this passage?



Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO...
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