D ey (D

Studies for making fully devoted followers of Christ

Thankful for You
September 3, 2023 1 Corinthians 1 Vol. 13 Num. 36
Pastor Kirk Gambrell

Using This Study p— -
~ FOR THE
MESSAGE OF
_ THE CROSS IS
O EXAMINE His Word FOOLISHNESS
_ _ TO THOSE WHO
What does God SAY? Open your time with ARE PERISHING,
prayer. The words God uses to communicate BUT TO US WHO
matters, so go back and pay close attention to ARE BEING
the details that are emphasized or repeated in SAVED IT IS THE
POWER OF GOD.

the passage. !
< I CORINTHIARNS LIS -

® EXPLORE His Word

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the

message God wants to communicate.
This week we will start a new study on the

book of 1 Corinthians. In chapter 1 we see
. Paul being thankful for the church in Corinth
© EMBRACE His Word and for their relationship with God. Following

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by his thankfulness we quickly see Paul call them

responding to what you discover in His word in out for disunity. Paul goes on to give
faith and obedience. instruction about unity and to talk about true

wisdom. Join us this week as we thank God for
one another and seek unity in order to benefit
the Kingdom.

“Loving God, [oving people, making fu“y devoted fo“owers of Christ”



1 CORINTHIANS 1 NASB
Appeal to Unity
1 Paul, called as an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother,

2To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who have been sanctified in Christ
Jesus, saints by calling, with all who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
their Lord and ours:

3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

4| thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ
Jesus, ® that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, © even as the
testimony concerning Christ was confirmed in you, 7 so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting
eagerly the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, 8 who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. ? God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

19Now | exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that
there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same
judgment. 1 For | have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are
quarrels among you. 2 Now | mean this, that each one of you is saying, “I am of Paul,” and "I
of Apollos,” and “I of Cephas,” and "I of Christ.” 13 Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for
you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? | thank God that | baptized none of you
except Crispus and Gaius, '® so that no one would say you were baptized in my name. ® Now | did
baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, | do not know whether | baptized any
other. 7 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech,
so that the cross of Christ would not be made void.

The Wisdom of God

18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being
saved it is the power of God. ' For it is written,
“| WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE,
AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER | WILL SET ASIDE.”

20\Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made
foolish the wisdom of the world? 2! For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did
not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached

to save those who believe. 22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23 but we
preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness, 24 but to those who
are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 2> Because
the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not
many mighty, not many noble; 2’ but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the



wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, 22 and
the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He
may nullify the things that are, 22 so that no man may boast before God. 3° But by His doing you are
in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification,

and redemption, 31 so that, just as it is written, “LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD."

0 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.

Make 10 of your own observations from this passage. Avoid jumping to make interpretive
decisions or drawing applications. Save those for the sections that follow. At this point just observe
this passage and what it says. Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to
you. Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text? Who is involved in the text? There is no right or
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.

1.

10.



® EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?

1. Who wrote 1 Corinthians and who did they write to?

2. What does Paul thank God for? (4)

3. What is the cause of the quarrels in the church at Corinth?

4. What do you think makes the message foolishness?

5. What does Paul preach? (22-23)

6. What does God use to shame the wise and the strong? Why?

7. What are we to boast in? What does this mean?



© EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?

8. What are some practical things we can do to ensure unity?

9. This passage tells us that God uses the foolish and weak to shame the wise and strong. How
does this concept change the way we view people?

10. Paul is thankful for the Corinthians even though he gives many things they are doing wrong
throughout the letter. What can we learn from this?



Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Werite about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO...
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