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Using This Study


EXAMINE His Word

What does God SAY? Open your time with
prayer. The words God uses to communicate
matters, so go back and pay close attention to
the details that are emphasized or repeated in
the passage.

 EXPLORE His Word
What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the
text helps surface how the details relate to the
message God wants to communicate.

 EMBRACE His Word
Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by
responding to what you discover in His word in
faith and obedience.

This week we will finish 1 Kings 18. God
has shown up in an amazing way and sent fire
from heaven to consume the sacrifice. All the
people see this display and know that God is
the one true God. Elijah kills the prophets of
Baal and prays for God to send the rain.
Elijah’s prayer for rain is answered as God is
faithful to the people that have turned back to
Him. Often people think they have too great a
sin for God to take them back. This passage is
a good example of how God is always ready to
offer grace and take us back. Join us this week
as we rejoice in His grace and His love.

“Loving God, loving people, making fully devoted followers of Christ”

1 Kings 18:40-46 NASB
40

nothing.” And he said, “Go back” seven

Then Elijah said to them, “Seize the

times. 44 It came about at the seventh time, that

prophets of Baal; do not let one of them

he said, “Behold, a cloud as small as a man’s

escape.” So they seized them; and Elijah

hand is coming up from the sea.” And he said,

brought them down to the brook Kishon, and

“Go up, say to Ahab, ‘Prepare your chariot and

slew them there.

go down, so that the heavy shower does not
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Now Elijah said to Ahab, “Go up, eat and

drink; for there is the sound of the roar of
a heavy shower.”
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So Ahab went up to eat and

stop you.’” 45 In a little while the sky grew black
with clouds and wind, and there was a heavy
shower. And Ahab rode and went

drink. But Elijah went up to the top of Carmel;

to Jezreel. 46 Then the hand of the LORD was on

and he crouched down on the earth and put his

Elijah, and he girded up his loins and outran

face between his knees.
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He said to his

servant, “Go up now, look toward the sea.” So
he went up and looked and said, “There is

Ahab to Jezreel.

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation)
What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details and terms emphasized in the foregoing
passage.

1. Who is involved in the text? Author, audience, main characters.

2. Where and when is this taking place? Geography and timeline.

3. What actions are carried out or commanded? Look for the verbs.

4. Is there anything repeated?

5. What is emphasized?

6. Is there anything in these passages that is related to other areas of scripture?

7. Are there things to be noted that are alike or unalike such as similes and metaphors?

 EXPLORE His Word (Interpretation) (For Community Group discussion)
What does God MEAN?
8. Why did Elijah kill all the prophets of Baal?

9. Why is it significant that Elijah tells Ahab to go eat and drink?

10. How many times does Elijah send his servant back to check for rain clouds? Why?

11. Why does God send rain at this point after 3 years of drought?

12. Why do you think it took seven times before they saw a cloud?

 EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion)
Why does this MATTER to me?
13. Elijah still had to pray for the rain even after the people turned back to the Lord. What does
this tell us about prayer?

14. The people turned back to God after the despicable sin of Baal worship and God accepted
them back as His own. What does this tell us about our sin?

15. What is the difference between Elijah killing the priests of Baal and someone killing people of a
different religion today?

16. Have you ever heard someone express that they have too much sin for God to forgive them?
How does this passage teach us something different?

Summarize your thoughts on the passage
Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO…
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