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 Using This Study 

 

    EXAMINE His Word 

What does God SAY? Open your time with 
prayer. The words God uses to communicate 
matters, so go back and pay close attention to 
the details that are emphasized or repeated in 
the passage. 

 

 EXPLORE His Word 

What does God MEAN? Asking questions of the 
text helps surface how the details relate to the 

message God wants to communicate. 

 

 EMBRACE His Word 

Why does it MATTER to me? Embrace God by 
responding to what you discover in His word in 

faith and obedience. 

         

  

       

 

This week we will be studying Joshua 11.  
Israel completes the conquest and kills the 
inhabitants with the sword just as God had 
instructed.  We know God is a loving God who 
sent His Son to die for us, so why does He kill 
everyone.  Join us this week as we talk about 
God’s instruction and His character and what it 
means to us.             
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JOSHUA 11   NASB 

Northern Palestine Taken 

 

11 Then it came about, when Jabin king of Hazor heard of it, that he sent to Jobab king of Madon and to 

the king of Shimron and to the king of Achshaph, 2 and to the kings who were of the north in the hill 

country, and in the Arabah—south of Chinneroth and in the lowland and on the heights of Dor on the 

west— 3 to the Canaanite on the east and on the west, and the Amorite and the Hittite and the Perizzite 

and the Jebusite in the hill country, and the Hivite at the foot of Hermon in the land of Mizpeh. 4 They came 

out, they and all their armies with them, as many people as the sand that is on the seashore, with very 

many horses and chariots. 5 So all of these kings having agreed to meet, came and encamped together at 

the waters of Merom, to fight against Israel. 
6 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid because of them, for tomorrow at this time I will deliver all 

of them slain before Israel; you shall hamstring their horses and burn their chariots with fire.” 7 So Joshua 

and all the people of war with him came upon them suddenly by the waters of Merom, and attacked 

them. 8 The Lord delivered them into the hand of Israel, so that they defeated them, and pursued them as 

far as Great Sidon and Misrephoth-maim and the valley of Mizpeh to the east; and they struck them until 

no survivor was left to them. 9 Joshua did to them as the Lord had told him; he hamstrung their horses and 

burned their chariots with fire. 
10 Then Joshua turned back at that time, and captured Hazor and struck its king with the sword; for Hazor 

formerly was the head of all these kingdoms. 11 They struck every person who was in it with the edge of the 

sword, utterly destroying them; there was no one left who breathed. And he burned Hazor with 

fire. 12 Joshua captured all the cities of these kings, and all their kings, and he struck them with the edge of 

the sword, and utterly destroyed them; just as Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded. 13 However, 

Israel did not burn any cities that stood on their mounds, except Hazor alone, which Joshua burned. 14 All 

the spoil of these cities and the cattle, the sons of Israel took as their plunder; but they struck every man 

with the edge of the sword, until they had destroyed them. They left no one who breathed. 15 Just as 

the Lord had commanded Moses his servant, so Moses commanded Joshua, and so Joshua did; he left 

nothing undone of all that the Lord had commanded Moses. 
16 Thus Joshua took all that land: the hill country and all the Negev, all that land of Goshen, the lowland, the 

Arabah, the hill country of Israel and its lowland 17 from Mount Halak, that rises toward Seir, even as far as 

Baal-gad in the valley of Lebanon at the foot of Mount Hermon. And he captured all their kings and struck 

them down and put them to death. 18 Joshua waged war a long time with all these kings. 19 There was not a 

city which made peace with the sons of Israel except the Hivites living in Gibeon; they took them all in 

battle. 20 For it was of the Lord to harden their hearts, to meet Israel in battle in order that he might utterly 

destroy them, that they might receive no mercy, but that he might destroy them, just as the Lord had 

commanded Moses. 
21 Then Joshua came at that time and cut off the Anakim from the hill country, from Hebron, from Debir, 

from Anab and from all the hill country of Judah and from all the hill country of Israel. Joshua utterly 

destroyed them with their cities. 22 There were no Anakim left in the land of the sons of Israel; only in Gaza, 

in Gath, and in Ashdod some remained. 23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that 

the Lord had spoken to Moses, and Joshua gave it for an inheritance to Israel according to their divisions 

by their tribes. Thus the land had rest from war. 

 



 

 

 

 

 EXAMINE His Word (Observation) (For personal preparation) 

What does God SAY? Prayerfully note significant details from this passage.   

 
Make 10 of your own observations from this passage.  Avoid jumping to make interpretive 

decisions or drawing applications.  Save those for the sections that follow.  At this point just observe 
this passage and what it says.  Look for things that are emphasized, repeated, and what stands out to 
you.  Look at the verbs, what actions are in the text?  Who is involved in the text?  There is no right or 
wrong answer, just list 10 things you see in the text.   

 
1. 
 
 
2. 
 
 
3. 
 
 
4. 
 
 
5. 
 
 
6. 
 
 
7. 
 
 
8. 
 
 
9. 
 
 
10. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 Explore His Word (Interpretation) (For Community group discussion) 

What does God MEAN?    

1. How many people did the northern kings rally to fight?    

 

 

 

 

2. How did Joshua attack?     

 

 

 
 

3. What was the significance of Hazor?   

 

 

 

 

4. Did Joshua do all that the Lord instructed?     

 

 

 

 

5. Why did Joshua have to strike down everyone that was breathing?   

 

 

 

 

6. Why did all the cities fight Israel and none made peace except Gibeon?  

 

 

 

 

7. Were there any people other than Israel left alive?   

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

  EMBRACE His Word (Application) (For Community Group discussion) 

 Why does this MATTER to me?  

 

8. The New Testament describes God as loving.  How does this chapter describe God?  How do 

we reconcile the difference?       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9. It was important for Joshua to follow all that God commanded even if he didn’t understand or 

agree.  How important for us is it to follow all that He commanded?  Are there commands that 

you do not understand God’s reasoning?  Which ones?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. What is the main point of this passage and how does it apply to you today?    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summarize your thoughts on the passage  

 Write about what God wants you to KNOW, to FEEL, and to DO… 
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